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THE ADVANTAGES 
OF ORGANIZATION. 


HE vigorous action of the Legisla- 
tive Committee of the New York 
State Pharmaceutical Association 

and of the delegates from other organ- 
ized bodies of pharmacists throughout 
the State on the Higbie measure, which 
was referred to in our last issue, and up- 
on the liquor license law for the State of 
New York, furnishes an admirable text 
from which to discourse upon the ad- 
vantages of organization. The action 
taken by the representatives of pharma- 
ceutical organizations in appearing be- 
fore the Legislature in Albany is fully set 
forth in our news columns, and while 
the immediate results of that action can- 
not as yet be announced in their entirety, 
we may Safely credit to their action such 
favorable modifications of the Raines 
law as may be and no doubt will be put 
into effect, and also credit the force of 
organized opposition with the defeat of 
the Higbie measure, which we may now 
look upon as assured. 

The proposed amendments to the 
Raines law drawn up by the Representa- 
tive Committee of pharmacists at Albany 
and printed in full in another column, are 
not to be looked upon as an ideal solu- 
tion of the problem of the supervision of 
the sale of liquor by pharmacists, for the 
law enforced in Massachusetts is much 
nearer what might be considered an ideal 
one. Legislation nearly always partakes 
of the nature of a compromise, and the 
draft submitted by this committee to the 
Senatorial Committee may be looked 
upon as acompromise between what the 
pharmacists considered as a really proper 
solution of the question and the views 
of the law makers as expressed primarily 
in the original Raines law, and as inti- 
mated by the different members of the 
Senatorial Committee. 

While it would in some respects have 
been preferable to endow the boards of 
pharmacy with discretionary powers 
touching the issuance of pharmacists’ 
liquor licenses, such discretion would 
have placed an onerous burden upon the 


shoulders of the several boards of phar- 
macy in the State and would not have 
been in harmony with the spirit of the 
remainder of the Kaines law, in which 
care has been exercised throughout to 
avoid the investment of any officer or 
board with discretionary powers as to the 
issuance of liquor licenses. 

The pharmacists appearing before the 
Senatorial Committee argued that they 
had a moral right to dispense liquors 
as well as any other drug upon prescrip- 
tion, regardless of the question of li- 
cense, but, since the committee seemed 
to favor some form of a license even for 
prescriptions, the pharmacists were will- 
ing to pay a nominal license fee of $5 
for the dispensing of liquors on prescrip- 
tions providing such license carried with 
it the right to sell alcohol for mechani- 
cal purposes without a prescription. 

The pharmacists also argued that it 
was really unfair to tax the pharmacists 
in the cities more for a license to sell 
liquors without a prescription than the 
pharmacists in the smaller towns and 
villages, for the records of the trade in- 
dicated that more liquor was sold by 
pharmacists in small towns than by those 
doing business in the cities. Here also 
it was deemed prudent by Mr. Smither 
and his associates to follow out the 
line of the original law, for it 
was felt to be better to ask for what 
they might reasonably expect to get than 
to ask for what they might in justice de- 
mand but scarcely expect to obtain. 

If the pharmacists of the State get 
the concessions which have been so val- 
iantly fought for by the State Associa- 
tion and the organized bodies represent- 
ed at Albany, they should certainly show 
their appreciation of the efforts put forth 
by giving their active support to the or- 
ganizations which will have been instru- 
mental in securing their relief from the 
most unjust exactions imposed by the 
existing liquor license law. 

A perusal of the brief account of the 
labors of R. K. Smithers, president of 
the New York State Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation, and of his associates will give 
but an inadequate idea to those who have 
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never had any experience in matters of 
this kind of the amount of careful study, 
arduous labor, and experienced general- 
ship required to secure favorable con- 
sideration for the arguments which the 
pharmacists were prepared to present. 
Even with such an able leader as Presi- 
dent Smither proved himself to be, the 
arguments presented would not have 
carried such convincing weight with 
them but for the fact that every mem- 
ber of the committee present at the hear- 
ing represented an organized body of 
pharmacists, whose numbers alone would 
entitle them to respectful hearing. If the 
pharmacists of the State are granted any 
relief from the unfair exactions of the 
existing laws the entire credit for such 
relief should go to President Smither and 


the State Pharmaceutical Association, 
without whose active initiation the 
movement for relief would probably 


never have come to a head. 


THE PHENACETINE PROSE- 
CUTIONS. 


HE vigor with which prosecutions 
are being conducted for iniringe- 
ment of the patent on phenacetine 

has aroused attention to the subject. The 
anomaly that the United States Govern- 
ment allows the importation into its 
ports of articles which it has patented, 
and which under its patent laws gives ex- 
clusive rights to the patentee, is also an 
interesting theme of discussion. Under 
the laws of the United States it is possi- 
ble for a foreign manufacturer to ob- 
tain a patent for a medicinal product in 
this country for which he can obtain in 
Germany a patent only on the process 
and not on the product. This patent 
gives him a monopoly of the sale of that 
product in the United States. It is im- 
material what the price of the genuine 
article may be elsewhere, the patentee 
under the law may set his own price in 
the United States, and, so far as the law 
has as yet been passed upon by the 
Courts, no person has any right to buy 
or sell in this country any patented prod- 
uct without the permission of the hold- 
ers of the patent. 

The United States Government ex- 
acts a certain duty upon all medicinal 
chemicals imported into the United 
States. The fact that the Treasury De- 
partment permits phenacetine and other 
patented articles to be imported by per- 
sons other than those designated by the 
holders of the’ patents has been erron- 
eously assumed by many as an indication 
that the independent importers had a 
right to buy and sell the patented arti- 
cle without any reference to the per- 
mission of the patentees. The customs 
authorities, however, never pass upon a 
question of proprietary rights such as is 


involved in this case. 
protection of such rights wholly to 
the individual, and the fact that 
they permit the importation of the phen- 
acetine is in no wise to be accepted as an 
indication of any ruling upon the right 


They leave the 


of the importer to either use or sell the’ 


article imported, for this right is one 
which must be determined solely by the 
courts in consonance with the existing 
patent laws. 


The German manufacturers have, with 
their usual business acumen, taken ad- 
vantage of the fact that they can get a 
protection in the United States which 
their own laws do not afford them, and 
have exacted from the users of many of 
their products in the United States a 
much higher price than they can get in 
those markets where the patent laws are 
not so favorable to them. This action on 
their part, while excessively annoying 
and possibly unfair to the consumers of 
their drug inthe United States, is under 
the circumstances a very natural one for 
them to take, and the indignation which 
is so widely manifest over the existing 
condition of affairs, could, with much bet- 
ter grace and much greater hope of bet- 
terment of existing conditions, be mani- 
fested against our imperfect and unfair 
patent laws. Several American writers 
on pharmaceutical jurisprudence, notable 
among whom are William Bodemann, of 


Chicago; and Dr. F. E. Stewart, of 
Detroit, have most vigorously con- 
demned the laws and_ regulations 
now in force concerning the patent- 
ing of medicinal articles and com- 
pounds in the United States and the 


copyrighting of their names, but unfor- 
tunately the efforts of these writers have 
met with but little support from the drug 
trade in general. Now that the attention 
of the trade is so forcibly directed to- 
ward the matter by the institution of the 
many suits throughout the United States 
bythe owner of thepatent on phenacetine, 
with a view to protecting his legal rights 
as.to the sale of the articles patented by 
him in the United States, it is probable 
that the many objectionable features of 
our patent laws which have been so gen- 
erally criticised will receive such atten- 
tion at the hands of the drug trade at 
large as will eventually result in their 
repeal. 

It is only fair to the firm of Schieffelin 
& Co.,tostate that they are simply selling 
agents for this product, and as regards 
their responsibility for the prosecutions 
which have been brought for the in- 
fringements of the patents, we have the 
following authorized statements from 
Dickerson & Brown, the attorneys of 
Mr. E. N. Dickerson, who is the owner 
of the United States patents, but who, 
it is fair to presume, merely represents 
the German manufacturers. 
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“Understanding that a large number of drug- 
gists have asserted that Schieffelin & Co. are the 
owners of the United States letters patent for 
phenacetine and sulfonal, and that even if they 
are not the owners, that they are responsible for 
the legal action taken under those patents, we 
desire to state: First, that the title to these 
patents is exclusively vested in E. N. Dicker- 
son and that Schieffelin & Co. have 
never had any interest whatsoever in these 
patents. Second, that they have no control over 
the proceedings brought to enforce the rights 
under these patents, and that they are not kept 
informed of the steps which are taken on behalf 
of the owner of these patents. Third, that they 
are not our clients in these matters.” 

Pursuing his former policy, Mr. Dick- 
erson has continued to institute new suits 
throughout the United States against 
druggists for the purchase of phenacetine 
through other than his authorized agents 
in this country, Messrs. Schieffelin & 
Co., and unless the rulings heretofore 
made in the Courts be reversed, it would 
seem that he had law on his side, and 
druggists would save themselves expense 
and annoyance by submitting to the law, 
so long as it is law, however unjust it 
may appear to be in their eyes. 


QUEER QUERIES. 
CCOMPANYING the printed vol- 
A ume of proceedings of the Ameri- 
can Pharmaceutical Association is 
the usual list of queries by the Section on 
Scientific Papers. The wording of this 
list is curious in places, the effort at 
brevity being so strained as to obscure 
the meaning in many instances. Query 
1 asks for a comparative examination of 
the various “methods for solutions of 
formaldehyde.” Methods for preparing 
is probably what was intended. Query 2 
contains the words “mercuric chloride” 
and “calomel” in the same_ sentence. 
Consistency would have been better 
served by using “corrosive sublimate” 
in one place or “mercurous chloride” in 
the other. Query 5 speaks of “speci- 
mens” of Norwood’s Tincture where 
“makes” is evidently intended. Query 10 
would lead the unsophisticated to believe 
that formalin is produced spontaneously 
in Hamamelis water. Query 14 would 
be improved by the use of the definite 
article before the word “fixed,” and the 
word “present” before in. We think it 
would be quite “practical” for pharma- 
cists to undertake the dispensing of ster- 
ilized milk for infants, but the question 
is one of practicability. 


The entire list of queries is marked by 
a looseness of construction which is un- 
usual in the printed papers of the Amer- 
ican Pharmaceutical Association. And 
to call attention to another matter in this 
connection, it is, we believe, the first 
time in the history of the Association 
that the documents sent out by its com- 
mittees have been used to advertise com- 
mercial firms or colleges of pharmacy. 
The Merck Pharmacy is advertised by 
the chairman, and the respective colleges 
of pharmacy of New York and Boston 
by his associates. 
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Pharmaceutical Advertising; 


Its Application. 





BY WALTER ALLEN, 
Greencastle, Ind. 


HIS isa broad subject, and its best 

application must be decided by the 

well studied necessities of the par- 
ticular locality in which the pharmacv is 
situated. The needs of one place are not 
in any measure adapted to the whole pro- 
fession. 

However, there are some _ principles 
alike, and general in their application; 
the subject also has some age, and from 
the experience of the past, these general 
principles have crystallized into the pres- 
enc ideas of the subject. 


The Best Means for Greatest Results. 


Here is the golden key which unlocks 
the door of successful advertising. Pre- 
eminently the well studied needs of the 
locality is of utmost importance. Under 
this head must be carefully examined the 
characteristics of the people who com- 
prise your trade, or whose trade, by your 
location, rightfully belongs to you, and 
should be reached by your advertising. 
Manifestly an advertisement prepared fer 
students of a college will fall flat when 
put before a clientage of mechanics, and 
be a loss in whatever way it may be 
brought to their notice. It will not excite 
their interest. No interest, no results. 


How Then Can an Interest Be Aroused? 


The city store occupies a field largely 
its own, and from its cosmopolitan loca- 
tion must depend for interest exciters on 
things which catch the eye; even the eye 
of him in haste to make a car. These ex- 
citers are, to a great extent, impossible 
in rural locations. For this portion of 
the trade, newspaper ads. are not gener- 
ally feasible, and yet, reading locals 
tersely written and well placed, are often 
of great service. However, the fact re- 
mains that the city store to gain its mar- 
gin above expenses, depends largely on 
its favorable location, elegant fixtures 
and prompt service. 

The store in smaller cities and country 
towns may add to all the interest exciters 
of the city store a portion of newspaper 
display advertisements. This is a very 
fruitful means if used with judgment. It 
may be questioned whether there is any 
profit for druggists in newspaper adver- 
tising; or rather, if one-half to two-thirds 
of it is not usually done at a loss—a use- 
less expenditure of good money. Usualls 
this is no fault of the medium employed, 
but rather a lack of care and judgment by 
the advertiser. The local paper is really 
one of the best mediums by which to 
reach the people and make a lasting im- 
pression. 

Twelve Points to Be Observed, 

If newspaper advertising is the kind 
decided upon, in addition to great care 
and judgment, twelve points appear 
necessary to obtain an adequate return 
for the outlay. Several of these are so 
closely related that it is difficult to discern 
the dviding line between them. They are 
enumerated below with no regard to 


their relative importance as no two per- 
sons will value them alike. They are 
also submitted without comment; a 
whole paper being possible under each 
head. 

1. Originality. 

Truthfulness. 

. Frequent change. 

. Information given. 

Advertising one thing at a time. 

. Proper display. 

. Particular style of type to be used in 
your ads. alone. 

8. Punctuation—adopt some _ system, 
say a dash, ana use it in place of other 
marks 

9. Use borders or not as other adver- 
tisers in your line do or do not. Gen- 
erally an individual border is better than 
none. 

10. Buy your location in your paper 
~ keep it. 

Illustrations. 

2 Quote prices. 

Advertising by Circulars. 

After newspaper advertising comes cir- 
culars, programmes, etc., to be con- 
sidered. It is a well founded belief that 
the circular has but one real value. A 
well -printed, neatly arranged, small cir- 
cular to put in packages sent out over 
your counter, is a really good way to do 
some effective advertising—it is a money- 
getter. These circulars should be printed 
in quantities to last two weeks only, and 
then be succeeded by another issue call- 
ing attention to some other article. 

Particular care must be taken to choose 
appropriate articles to be advertised in 
this way. Things in general use by the 
family, seasonable household remedies of 
your own make, etc. Never wrap up a 
package without a circular. This 
method of advertising is not obtrusive, 
but goes into the home where purchases 
are planned, there silently does it work, 
cementing trade to your store. 

Advertise but one thing in each circu- 
lar. In fact, most of the points enumer- 
ated under newspaper advertising apply 
with equal force to this stvle. A more 
pretentious circular—the folder—neatly 
printed on good, heavy calendered paper, 
illustrated, if possible, with information 
on not too many topics, judiciously 
mailed, is also a money breeder to the 
house which uses it. This method is 
costly and should only be entered upon 
with a willingness to pay the price. A 
high class of patrons is necessary to 
make the folder a successful method, and 
a first class mailing list is essential. 

Another efficient method of advertis- 
ing is 
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The Sidewalk Blackboard. 
This board should be of fair size, 24x40 
inches being about the right dimensions. 
This gives two nice, smooth faces, which 
may be blue, green, or black, on which 
you may change your ad. at any time, 


which is a point of no little value, as it 
allows you to take advantage of any local 
matter which may arise and which may be 
turned to your advantage. Where the 
conditions were right, a sidewalk board 
has been proven of more value than any 
three other methods to attract attention. 
It costs next to nothing. A good, soft 
camel’s hair brush, prepared chalk and 
water being all that is necessary. The 
chalk may be tinted with aniline, but, as 
a rule, the white is better. 


Pointers for Blackboard Signs. 

Put on the board some truth worded 
for your own interest, in your own na- 
tural style, and the ad. will be productive. 
Be quick to change it to suit any oc- 
casion which may arise—even the change 
in weather will suggest some suitable 
article to which to call attention and 
catch the eye of the passer-by. It is not 
absolutely necessary to be an artist with 
the brush to make your sign draw trade. 
In fact, a rough sign often will attract 
more attention than one on which more 
care has been expended. Skill will come 
by continued use of the brush, and a very 
presentable sign will not be difficult to 
make. A word intentionally misspelled 
will often bring in a Procession who 
wish to set you right in spelling, thus 
giving the opportunity to make their 
visit productive in cash. 

The Key to the Situation. 

In conclusion, the point of making a 
careful and systematic study of the char- 
acteristics of the trade in your locality is 
again emphasized as presenting the real 
key to the situation. Then having a map 
of the enemy’s country, with a table of 
its necessities and base of supplies, a 
plan of its fortifications, a digest of its 
abilities, resources, etc., it will be an easy 
matter to conduct a campaign intel- 
ligently and a surrender of its trade to 
= will be an assured and pleasing re- 
sult 





SELECT SODA SYRUPS. 


Some Desirable Formulas. 


CREAM SYRUPS. 








Le 
Borden’s Peerless evaporated 
cream 
Milk .. 
SSRNOE. «.<ciciscite Wuenedale 


Mix, dissolve without heat. 

If this mixture is bottled at once and 
kept upon ice it will keep well for from 
4 to 8 days. 


II. 
EVApOTated CHEBM) o:6.060.06.0'0: «0000s 1 can 
Water (previously boiled and ; 
IO a:b sik cesdlewidenscnancnaedess 1 pint. 
IEE Gre Aro ddd Gada cadena oveaeeaa 1% tbs. 
Mix and dissolve without heat. 
TIE. 
Evaporated: Cf6am. .0ccsccccsisiensies 1 can 
Water (previously boiled and 
GUE iwusaacsdceess suavcezatns % pint. 
SHPGG CHIE veivisicocceccciccscacvesces 1 pint. 


Mix and dissolve without heat. 
NECTAR CREAM. 


Cream syttip ss. 
Vanilla syrup ... 3 pints. 
Pineapple syrup .. .-1 pint. 
ROTOR B9LUG. 3 osGscccincscecasenses 1 pint. 
Mix well and color with cochineal 
color, N. F. 
CREAM CHOCOLATE, 


..6 pints. 






Confectioners’ chocolate ......... 8 oz. 
RO WHEE ince dsccecisnnscacssauyed 2 qts. 
Evaporated Créaai << o2i6cc ss casa 1 can. 
Granulated sugar .........ssecess 5 ths. 
Whites of two eggs. 

Extract: GF VaMINOissccstcccccsssess 1 oz. 
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Cut the chocolate finely into a porcelain 
lined evaporating dish, and with the aid 
of heat and a pestle, reduce it to a smooth 
paste. Add the water (boiling hot), stir- 
ring constantly, then stir in the evapo- 
rated cream and sugar. Allow to cool, 
skim off the cacao butter, particles of 
chocolate, etc., add the white of egg, 
previously beaten to a froth, and the 
vanilla, and strain through muslin. 

EGG CREAM. 
Evaporated cream 
Egg yolk 
Extract vanilla 
Syrup 


Mix. 





COFFEE SYRUP, 

Mocha and Java coffee, of each 8 oz. 
Percolate with boiling water, 6 pints. 
Add to percolate: 

Sugar 

Evaporated cream 

Dissolve with gentle heat. 

A wrinkle in coffee-making worthy of 
adoption by every druggist who takes a 
pride in the quality of his coffee syrup, is 
to add a portion of table salt to the dry 
coffee before percolating. One teaspoon- 
ful of salt added to every pound of coffee 
gives a percolate of fine flavor; more of 
the soluble constituents of the berry are 
extracted, and the percolate has a good 
rich color, not otherwise obtainable ex- 
cept by prolonged boiling. 

CHOCOLAIE CKEAM 


Powdered chocolate ............+.+% 4 oz 
Powdered CoC08 .......ssccccceseoees 2 oz. 
tT Ee er rr re ll oz 
Mix to an even paste and add 
Evaporated cream ........++++- 1 can. 


Powdered boric acid, about ..2 teaspoonfuls. 

Simple syrup .......s.ccsesess 1 gallon. 

Stir well, heat to boiling point, and use 
without straining. 

Cream is called for in a number of 
formulas, and a tablespoonful of Borden’s 
Peerless Evaporated Cream added to 
every portion of syrup taken, will turn 
out a satisfactory article. 





Handsomer than Ever. 
{From the Auffalo Druggist.| 


The AmerIcAN Druccist, always 
bright, typographically and intellectually, 
begins its twenty-seventh year with a 
number of changes in its mechanical de- 
partment, for the betterment of that al- 
most faultless journal. We entirely agree 
with the editor’s conclusion: “We think 
that ourreaders will agree with us that the 
new dress of type adopted with this num- 
ber and the typographical changes intro- 
duced throughout are in the nature of a 
distinct artistic advance.” 





Compliments for Our New Dress. 


{From “‘ The Spatula”"’ for January]. 


The American Druactst begins the 
year in a handsome new dress of type, 
which much improves its personal ap- 
pearance. It has also launched a new de- 
partment yclept “Drummerdom.” The 
publication has a general air of health 
and prosperity that is very refreshing. 


A Trade Paper’s Birthday. 


The “American Druggist.”” New York. 
has just entered on its twenty-seventh 
year. The advertising pages show that 


the good work done in the business and 
editorial departments is appreciated by 
the drug trade.—The Fourth Estate. 


[Written jor the American Druggist.] 


REGULATING THE SALE OF 
LIQUOR BY PHARMACISTS. 


by HENRY M WHITNEY. 
President of the Massachusetts Board of Phar- 
macy. 


The Massachusetts Board of Pharmacy has 
assumed the control of the sale of liquors 
by pharmacists, under an act of the State 
Legislature, and the following article 
by the President of the Pharmacy Board 
describes the operation of the law, and 
the results of the Board’s assumption 
of the work of regulating the sale of in- 
toxicants by pharmacists. The article is one 
of special interest to the pharmacists of 
New York and other States, in view of 
the efforts being made to cope with the 
problem of the sale of liquors on prescrip- 
tion and otherwise. 


In my answer to Query 5 of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association of 
1896, “Is the sale of intoxicating liquor 
in a drug store, strictly for medicinal 
purposes, a necessity, or would it be 
wiser to ~rohibit the sale except in com- 
pounding absolutely?”’, which paper was 
presented at the meeting in Montreal, 
will be found my position upon that part 
of the question. I believe it is a neces- 
sity. 

The facts that I now give apply only 


to Massachusetts. I quote from our 
Tenth Annual Report, page 4: 
In 1878 the sixth-class or special druggist’s 


license, fee one dollar, was created. This license 
required a complete record of all sales, date, 
residence, kind, quantity, price, use and signa- 
ture of the purchaser. This was most just, wise 
and timely legislation; but then, as now, some 
bad, unscrupulous persons, defiers of the law, 
civil and moral, soon engaged in the drug busi- 
ness. The prohibition vote in some cities and 
towns caused in several places a general stam- 
pede from the closed saloons to a drug store, as 
a cover and blind for the liquor business pure 
and simple. Drug stores were increasing in 
number far beyond the needs or demands of the 
people. Ignorant, inexperienced men, mere pre- 
tenders, without the slightest knowledge of phar- 
macy or regard for honesty, opened stores so 
hazardous to the welfare of the people that the 
Legislature in 1885 established this Board, to 
check if possible this increase of fraud, deception 
and crime, and protect the people from the reck- 
less and ignorant dispensing of drugs, medicines 
and poisons. The Board entered upon this 
educational work and control of increase by 
issuing, as required by the law, certificates of 
registration in pharmacy to all who had been in 
the business on their own account or had had 
three years of practical experience. In 1887 this 
law was so amended that certificates of registra- 
tion were granted to those only who could pass 
a satisfactory examination. 


The law preventing the opening of new 
stores did not prevent the continuing in 
business of disreputable men, and the 
evil continued. 

To meet this condition the stringent laws of 
1893 giving this Board power to suspend or re- 
voke certificates of registration in _ pharmacy, 
were passed. Under this Act the Board have 
suspended seventeen certificates and revoked 
eight during the past year. 

By the Acts of 1894, only a registered 
pharmacist in active business on his own 
account, could have a sixth class license, 
and not then, unless he had a certificate 
from the Board of Registration in Phar- 
macy, certifying that he was a_ proper 
person, and the public good would be 
promoted. In our report for 1894 will 
be found .-the following quotation from 
one of the licensing boards of this State: 

The official visit of the Board included an in- 
spection of the thirty-four places where it had 
been assumed that the licensees were doing 
business under licenses of the sixth class, and it 
was among this class of licensees that the most 
flagrant violations of the law were discovered. 

In many places there was evidence of graver 
violations of the law. Upon inquiry, it was re- 
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vealed that the yearly sales of liquor were so- 
large as to preclude the belief that it had been 
sold legitimately; and the large stock of liquor 
on hand, both in barrels and in pint and one-half 
pint bottles ready filled for use, indicated an 
illicit business. In some so-called drug stores 
there were found not only barrels of whisky 
but also barrels of high wines, from which a 
cheap grade of whisky was made by a process of 
reducing and the addition of coloring matter. 

In a word, the Board found sufficient evidence 
on its tour of inspection to warrant the state- 
ment that immediately before its visit, and es- 
pecially during the last year of no license, many 
of these drug stores were merely liquor stores 
in disguise. 

There is no class of licenses so liable to abuse 
as that of the sixth-class. The druggist pays 
only a nominal fee for his license, and yet he 
may sell liquor at all hours of the day or night. 
The number of drug stores now doing business 
is out of all proportion to the population of the 
city. The interests of the public, as well as a 
sense of justice to holders of other classes of 
licenses who have paid large fees for the privi- 
lege of selling liquor, require that hereafter 
greater care should be exercised in the granting 
of licenses of the sixth class only to reputable 
druggists, and that the number should be limit- 
ed to the legitimate needs of the public. 

The attention of the wholesale dealers was 
called to the fact that the selling of liquor to 
so-called druggists in quantities so large as to 
indicate an illicit business and the selling of 
liquor to kitchen barrooms were at least moral 
violations of the law, and would be likely to be 
taken into account upon any license applications 
that might be made by them in the future, as 
bearing upon the question of fitness to receive a 
license. Much of the responsibility for illegal 
selling can justly be placed upon the whole- 
salers. The dealer who encourages the whisky 
druggist or the kitchen barroom by _ willingly 
supplying them with the means of violating the 
law, ought not to be regarded ‘‘with favor.” 


It is with much regret that I make this 
quotation, for it is an exhibit of facts, 
shameful and disgraceful. Many will 
doubtless claim that the writer of the 
qyotation is a temperance crank, a 
bigot, but I know the writer, and have 
for many years. He is an attorney of 
superior ability, a gentleman of irre- 
proachable character, above and beyond 
bigotry or catering in any way to fraud 
or deceit. One of the wholesale drug 
dealers of Boston gave me the conditions 
existing in another city, and, if possible, 
they were worse than those quoted. 

This clearly shows the condition exist- 


_ ing in some of the so-called drug stores 


in certain localities in Massachusetts from 
1880 to 1895. What has been accom- 
lished? I quote from our report of 1896, 
page 12: 

From such data as the Board have been able 
to gather, the sale of intoxicating liquors in the 
drug stores of the Commonwealth has during the 
past year been reduced not less than two-thirds, 
as an average, and in some localities a greater 
reduction has been made. The work has been 
attended with some friction and open hostility, 
but we know our efforts have met with the 
hearty approval of reputable pharmacists and the 
codorecenent of the law abiding people of the 
tate. 

Fifty sessions of the Board have been held 
for the purpose of passing upon applications, 
and impartial hearings have been given in every 
case where the justice of a refusal has been 
questioned. In several cases where the reputa- 
tion of the drug store has been notoriously bad, 
and in others where the opening of a new store 
indicated a probable liquor business, we have 
required some assurance, either by delay in 
granting, that a record might be made, or satis- 
fied by facts, that our action in certifying to 
“‘proper person and public good” had some data 
to stand upon. 

On page 15 of this report, our agent 
Savs: 

The work performed under instructions of the 
Roard has taken me to every portion of the 
Commonwealth and to some cities and towns 
several times, so that I have had an opportunity 
to observe whether our labor has been in vain or 
some good has resulted, and T am happy to state 
that a marked improvement has been made in 
the right direction. 

During this year not so many complaints have 
been made of criminal violation of the nharmacy 
law as were made during the year 1895, nor as 
many complaints to the Board during the year 
just closed as were made the vear previous. A 
comparison of the statistics of 1895 with the 
statistics of 1896, bears out this statement; and 
as the impostor and bogus druggist are driven 

















AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


out of the pharmacy business, so will the pro- 
fession take a higher standing in the community. 
In several instances, violations of the phar- 
macy law have been corrected by simply calling 
them to the attention of the druggist, who recti- 
fied them at once. This has always been more 
desirable than to resort to prosecutions, which 
have only followed in cases of flagrant viola- 
tions, where forbearance had ceased to be a 
virtue. One thing has become apparent, the back 
room is no longer a loafing place for those who 
have not quite the courage to stand up to a bar 
-and “take it straight.” Another noticeable fea- 
ture is that the quantity of spirituous liquor 
bought at wholesale has greatly diminished and 
the legitimate pharmacist sees respectability re- 
turning. But there is work to be performed on 
the part of the druggists of Massachusetts in 
ordér that the ideal standard may be obtained; 
and by their co-operation with the Board of 
Pharmacy, assisted by the local authorities, their 
expectations will be realized. ; . 
On page 20 of the same report is this 


RECAPITULATION. 
Number of visits to cities and towns....... 327 
Number of drug stores inspected........... 1,733 


Number of criminal complaints made to 
local authorities 
Number of druggists prosecuted and con- 
victed 
Amount of fines imposed..........ssecceoes $2,850 
Number committed to prison 8 
Number of months served 
Number of complaints made to Board and 
investigated 
Number ot formal complaints made to the 
Boar 
Number of drug stores closed < 
Number of drug stores found doing bu i- 

ness without any registered person 

connected with the same ............00 12 

More than one hundred and fifty of 
these “Liquor Stores in Disguise” have 
been closed. Several who persisted in 
direct and positive violation of the law 
have had their certificates of registration 
revoked altogether. Many who have 
been negligent and careless are now con- 
ducting the business properly. But much 
work remains to be done. ; 

It is almost, if not quite, useless to re- 
view the past or discuss the reason of the 
general charge that pharmacists are rum 
sellers. It is the present and future, and 
the facts as they exist to-day, which we 
have tq meet. 

In your letter to me, you say, “It will 
be greatly to the interest of pharmacy if 
we can succeed in arousing the proper 
public sentiment among druggists as to 
the responsibility which rests upon them 
of avoiding being considered as a sur- 
reptitious dram seller.” I fully agree 
with you in the advantage to pharmacy, 
and also to the comfort of every reputable 
pharmacist and his family who have been 
annoyed and disturbed by this general 
charge. It does not matter how large 
or how small the per cent of whisky- 
drug stores there are, we are all made to 
feel the sting of the general charge. 

Judging from local, State, and national 
failures to act as a unit upon many mat- 
ters of grave importance and value, I fear 
we cannot rely upon united action of the 
pharmacists. Let one faction move as 
they honestly believe is for their own and 
the public good, and immediately there 
is aroused an antagonism from another 
faction. Politics repeated. Where and 
when public sentiment has been aroused, 
and the people take up the question, de- 
mand and secure legislation, then those 
in sympathy with the work can bring 
successful and helpful results. In_ this 
State, the partial control of the sale of 
intoxicating liquor in drug stores by the 
Board of Pharmacy came from the peo- 
ple. The Board of Pharmacy were afraid 
of it, and made a protest against it, but 
it came in May, 1894. That it has creatly 
added to the work and responsibility of 
the board is true, but we feel that if con- 
tinued by legislative approval it will 
prove a strong lever in the elevation and 
progress of pharmacy in Massachusetts. 
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The Soil Microbes Useful in Agriculture. 


A Lecture Delivered Before the Chemical Section of the Franklin 
Institute by Dr. H. W. WILEY, Chief Chemist, Department 


of Agriculture. 


dience of unusual size for a section 
, meeting by Dr. Richards, of Le- 
high University, who was recently elect- 
ed president of the section. In intro- 
ducing his subject Dr. Wiley referred to 
the various classes of soil ferments im- 
portant in agriculture. He distinguished 
them by the offices which they perform, 
into several groups; those beneficial to 
the soil, those inimical to the progress 
of agriculture: and pathogenic ferments 
or those which are detrimental to ani- 
mal existence and which are harbored in 
the soil until a favorable time for their 
propagation. 

The Popular Idea of the Origin of Soil 
is that of the mechanical disintegration 
of the bare rocks left upon the cooling 
of the molten mass which constituted the 
earth. It is only recently that chemists 
and geologists have realized the extent 
to which soil formation is produced by 
the action of micro-organisms. 

On the tops of the highest mountains, 
in the regions of perpetual snow, these 
organisms exist on the surface and even 
within the interstices of the rocks which 
are thereby comminuted and_ rendered 
favorable for soil. They exist in ice and 
upon application of heat become vital 
and exercise their peculiar functions to 
a greaterextent than is recognized. Those 
which aid in the utilization of the soil 
for plant life are more important to us 
and it is this class which is receiving the 
most attention at the present time, as 
they are indispensable for the prepara- 
tion of plant food for assimilation. The 
principle of feeding animals economical- 
ly has received a larger share of atten- 
tion than that of feeding plants, and the 
judicious balancing of plant rations is 
found to produce results worthy of the 
study required. 


The Functions lof Microbes of the Soil. 

Dr. Wiley likened these small micro- 
organisms to cooks which prepare the 
food for the plants, each particle requir- 
ing proper treatment to render it accep- 
table. The customary idea regarding soil 
is, that it is inert dead matter, but, ac- 
cording to the lecturer. all soil possesses 
vital activity due to these microbes or 
ferments. 

Tt is clearly understood that certain 
mineral constituents of plants must be 
rendered soluble before it is possible for 
them to be utilized by plants: thus silica 
cannot be assimilated in the condition in 
which it exists in the soil, this being also 
true of phosphates which are so essen- 
tial to many crops and which must be 
converted from the calcium combinations 


iy WILEY was introduced toan au- 


in the soil to the potassin combinations 
in which they exist in plants. What 
forces produce these results? Ten, fifteen 
and twenty years ago it was taught that 
the vital forces of the plants and the ex- 
udations from their rootlets produced 
these changes, and no thought was given 
to the possibility of vital forces existing 
in the soil itself. Now it is clearly es- 
tablished that the soil microbes prepare 
these elements for assimilation by the 
plant. 
Origin of Nitric Acid in the Soil. 

One of the most important of these 
classes of organisms produce nitric acid 
from nitrogen as found in organic and 
inorganic combinations. No organic food 
can be utilized by plants until it has been 
prepared by these forces. The idea that 
plants can utilize organic products is 
erroneous, as was discovered by one ex- 
perimenter who fertilized sugar beets 


with sugar without practical benefit. 
With several minor exceptions, no 
plant is capable of absorbing or- 
ganic nitrogen, which must be _ re- 
duced to the inorganic form to be 


of value. This change is produced ex- 
clusively by these soil ferments and is 
absolutely necessary for the preparation 
of organic matter before it is assimila- 
ble. 


Three Classes of Useful Ferments. 


There are three classes of organ- 
isms which aid in this particular work. 
The first is the class which changes pro- 
teid, nitrogenous matter to ammonia; 
they are generally bacilli or bacteria, but 
sometimes yeasts or moulds perform 
this duty. The second class change this 
ammonia into nitrous acid and is ,com- 
posed of a more exclusive group of or- 
ganisms of which not more than six 
species are known. The nitrous acid is 
no more suitable for plant food than is 
ammonia and it remains for the third 
class to produce a final conversion of 
this product into nitric acid, which is 
then taken up as soluble nitrates. They 
are therefore termed ammonizing nitrous 
and nitric ferments. 


Denitrifying Elements. 


The microbes inimical to the welfare 
of the soil are the denitrifying ferments 
which reverse this order of change and 
thus produce loss. 

Dr. Wiley illustrated the methods of 
making these various cultures for the ex- 
neriments unon this subject and stated 
that these denitrifying organisms were 
especially present in stable manure, which 
accounts for the fact so long unexplained 
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of chili saltpetre and stable manure often 
being found valueless; the. real reason 
being that the denitrifying ferments in 
the manure attack and destroy the nitro- 
gen of the saltpetre. He exhibited sev- 
eral tubes of gelatin which had, a few 
days previously, been inoculated with 
certain ferments. In one the gelatin had 
been partially liquefied, this being a dis- 
tinctive character of the microbe pres- 
ent and together with other characteris- 
tics leading to its identification. In an- 
other the gelatin was still firm, but a 
fluorescence could be seen upon the sur- 
face which was characteristic of this fer- 
ment in the same manner. Two tubes 
were also shown which had been inocu- 
lated previously with a denitrifying fer- 
ment. In the one which contained ni- 
trates in solution, nitrogen gas had been 
liberated which displaced the liquid; in 
the other which contained no nitrates, 
no gas had been formed. These are the 
methods used in identifying these organ- 
isms, which are very difficult to differen- 
tiate by the microscope alone, as they 
closely resemble one another in external 
appearance. They are thus identified by 
their actions upon certain culture med- 
iums under uniform conditions and a 
number of interesting lantern slides were 
shown illustrating more fully the details 
of this branch of the work. Among the 
ammonizing ferments the bacilli act in 
neutral solutions only and are found in 
conditions favorable to their growth, 
while in swamps and similar localities 
where the soil is acid, the yeasts and 
moulds predominate. 


The Fixation of the Nitrogen of the Air. 


There are also organisms which con- 
vert the elemental nitrogen of the air 
into nitric acid, which then forms the 
nitrates essential to the plant. There is 
but one family of plants known at pres- 
ent which harbors these organisms, 
which are dependent upon these same 
plants for their existence, thus acting 
mutually for the welfare of the organic 
world. These organisms exist in tuber- 
cles which are found on the roots of 
plants belonging to the Leguminosae 
and a number of pictures were exhibited 
of pot cultures of certain plants. These 
illustrated the fact that it is absolutely 
essential to the welfare of a plant that it 
be inoculated with a ferment from the 
same genus or one very closely allied 
and in the case of the pea, bean, retch 
and clover the most beneficial results 
were obtained by the inoculation with 
organisms from the same species. In 
these cases tubercles formed and_ the 
plant flourished, while if the species were 
not closely allied the plant was puny and 
dwarfed in appearance. Though these 
parasitic organisms require this one fam- 
ily for their existence and propagation, 
their beneficial results are also exercised 
on plants of other families, as was shown 
in the illustration of two older plants, 
one of which was inoculated and flour- 
ished, the other developing only slowly 
and imperfectly. Dr. Wiley recited a 
humorous poem of the farmer who gave 
his neighbor an account of the “ 
fellers” at the “institoot” and their talk. 
He concluded by showing views of the 
experimental laboratories devoted to this 
particular work and describing the care 
with which these various samples were 
collected and handled in order to insure 
the abseace of any microbe, except those 
normallv present in the sample of soil 
operated upon. 


scientific . 


Action of Lime on Soil. 


The addition of lime which has long 
been knownto exert a beneficial action 
upon certain soils, even whenthey already 
contained a large proportion of calcium 
salts, is now explained by the fact that 
neutralization of the excessive acidity of 
such soils, rendered certain beneficial 
microbes active and thus produced 
larger crops. He dwelt but a short time 
upon the pathogenic bacteria which are 
inert while in the soil, but becoming dis- 
seminated through the agency of plants 
or animals produce epidemics of various 
kinds. The economic value of this work 
which was foreshadowed by him several 
years ago, and much ridiculed, has ad- 
vanced to the extent that large culture 
laboratories now produce beneficial va- 
rieties of microbes for use when they are 
required, and incredible though it may 
seem, he stated that a single tube (about 
the size cf a goose quill) of these or- 
ganisms had been shown to greatly in- 
crease the yield of a large field, in actual 
practice. The rapidity with which these 
organisms multiply can only be dimly 
comprehended, and in a few years a 
farmer can, by sending a sample of soil 
from his farm for examination, receive 
the ferment which is especially needed 
and by its use obtain results otherwise 


impossible. The progress of agricultural 
chemistry has been wonderfully fur- 
thered by the efforts of Dr. Wiley, who 


was warmly applauded by the audience 
and thanked by Dr. Richards at the close 
of the meeting. 


Statistics of Adulteration in Bavaria. 


The following table contains part of 
the analyses made at the Bavarian “Kon- 
trolstations,” referred toinaprevious issue 
(p. 40), in the years of 1894 and 1895. 
For 1896 there is a general increase in 
the number of analyses as well as in the 
amount of adulterations. From year to 
year there is a change in the adulteration 
practiced, but every year brings so many 
new adulteration methods that the pro- 
portion between numbers analyzed and 
numbers defective remains almost a con- 
stant. 


-——1894.——. ——1895.— 
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Heat of Bromination as a Means of 
Identifying Fats and Oils.* 


By WILLIAM BroMwELL, Pu. D., AND 
JoserH L. Mayer, Pu. G. 


Among other work required of the 
students in the Brooklyn College of 
Pharmacy in the course in Analytical 
and Applied Chemistry, is the examina- 
tion of fats and oils, with a view of iden- 
tifying them and their adulterants. 

In addition to the regular color tests 
we had been employing Maumene’s 
method of identifying oils and fats by the 
rise in the temperature produced on the 
addition of sulphuric acid. 

This method is a good one in the 
hands of an expert analyst, but our ex- 
perience with students of pharmacy 
proved it was not the method for phar- 
macists; it is somewhat unsatisfactory 
and the results are not always regular and 
concordant, so much so that Prof. Bart- 
ley suggested that we adopt Hehner and 
Mitchell’s method of determination by 
the rise in temperature produced on the 
addition of 1 Cc. of bromine to 1 
Gm. of oil, and that the table pub- 
lished by them be extended so as to in- 
cludeas many other fats and oils as could 
be obtained. 


MITCHELL 


This method, which is quite recent, 
having beeen introduced to the chemical 
world through the Anaylst in July, 1895, 
depends for its action on the fact that 
the oils are natural glycerides contain- 
ing unsaturated radicals capable of com- 
bining with the halogens. 

This fact had been taken advantage of 
by Hubl, whose iodine absorption method 
is so well known that it needs but to be 
mentioned. Fawcitt(Journal Society Chemi- 
cal Industry, 1888) tried to utilize the heat 
evolved by sulphur chloride (S: Cl.), 
but not with sufficient success to make 
the method popular. 

To prevent as far as possible loss of 


AND HEHNER S METHOD. 


- heat by radiation, Mitchell and Hehner 


used Prof. Dewar’s vacuum jacketed 
tube, which he had employed in his ex- 
periments with liquefied air. This is 
a small inner test tube soldered at the 
neck to a large outer tube, from which 
the air is practically exhausted, leaving 
almost’ a perfect vacuum, and conse- 
quently making it a non-conductor of 
heat. 
A CHEAPER APPARATUS, 


The expense of such a tube determined 
us to make our experiments with a 
cheaper apparatus, so that our method 
could be applied and our results ob- 
tained at any time or place without spe- 
cial apparatus. 

The apparatus we adopted consisted of 
a large beaker (a graduate or other 
glass vessel will do when a beaker is not 
at hand), with about one-fourth of an 
inch of calcined magnesia in the bottom, 
atest tube about 7 inches in length, 
around the bottom of which was 
wrapped a_ small piece of cotton; 
the test tube was then placed up- 
right in the beaker and imbedded in 
alternate layers of cotton and calcined 
magnesia, being quite tightly packed so 
that the tube could be withdrawn and re- 
placed at will without disturbing the nest 
so made. A Centigrade thermometer 


*A contribution from the chemical laboratory 
of the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy, read at 
a meeting of the King’s ay Pharmaceutical 
Society, February 9, 1897. 
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graduated to fifths of a degree completes 
the apparatus. 

Mitchell and Hehner added the brcemine 
directly to the oils, but the difficulty of 
conveniently handling 1 Cc. of bromine 
was recognized by Dr. Wiley (Journal 
American Chemical Society, April, 1896) 
who suggested that it be diluted with 
chloroform. 

Acting upon his suggestion, we di- 
luted the bromine in the proportion of 
1 Cc. of bromine to 4 Cc. of chloroform. 

The action of the bromine upon some 
of the oils being very violent, we diluted 
or dissolved them in chloroform in the 
proportion of 6 Gm. of oil, and made 
the volume up to 30 Cc. with chloroform. 
We made up this quantity, so that we 
might make a number of determinations 
on each oil without having to make up a 
fresh solution for each determination. 
Of the chloroform bromine solution we 
made up enough to last for one day’s 


measured. We adopted Dr. Wiley’s ap- 
paratus for its measurement. The ap- 
paratus is simply a wash bottle arrange- 
ment; through one opening in the 
stopper passes a pipette (graduated on 
the stem to 5 Cc.), through the other a 
short tube, which connects on the outside 
with an atomizer bulb; by pressing this 
bulb, the solution is forced up in the 
pipette to the 5 Cc. mark. The index 
finger is then used to close the top, and 
the stopper and the tube are withdrawn 
from the bottle and the point of the 
pipette directed into the oil—the finger 
being withdrawn, the solution flows in. 

Our experiments proved that if the 
solution was allowed to run in very 
quickly, the temperature would be re- 
duced in some instances 2 degrees, there 
being considerable  ebullition, which 
throws the hot liquid against the cold 
sides of the tube and thus reduces the 
temperature; this result was also brought 








BROMINATION FIGURES BY BROMWELL AND 


MAYER. 
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In the table will be found Hehner and 
Mitchell’s figures for the oils on which 
they worked. There will also be found 
the figures of Dr. H. H. Wiley, who 
worked on a few oils in the laboratory of 
the Chemical Bureau of the U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture. 

We are still at work and hope in our 
next paper to give a factor, which when 
multiplied by the rise in temperature of 
the oil, will approximately give Hubl’s 
iodine number. 

The oils reported upon were all sup- 
plied gratuitously by the dealers men- 
tioned in the table, and were supplied as 
the purest obtainable. 





At the conclusion of the paper, the 
thanks of the society were tendered to the 
reader, Mr. Mayer, by a unanimous vote. 

Dr. Bartley discussed the paper. He 
regarded it as one of the most valuable 
papers recently presented to the society. 
He entered into an explanation of its 
technical points, alluding to the simplic- 
ity of the method, and the great need 
which existed for some such means of 
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work, eiaiiiee that the action of the 
bromine on the chloroform might in 
time generate hydrobromic acid, which 
would interfere with the results. 

MEASURING BROMINE SOLU- 

TION. 

It is of great importance to accurately 
measure the 5 Cc. of oil solution, and this 
is best accomplished by using a_ glass 
stoppered burette, care being taken to 
avoid any loss by contact with the walls 
of the tube in flowing in. 

A thermometer is placed in the oil 
solution, in order that an equal tempera- 
ture may be maintained. As the action of 
the bromine on the oil is instantaneous, it 
will be seen how necessary it is to place 
the thermometer in the oil solution before 
adding the bromine. 

The bromine being largely in excess of 
the amount required, the 5 Cc. of the 
solution need not be so_ accurately 


APPARATUS FOR 


about by stirring the mixture with the 
thermometer, and we would, therefore, 
recommend that the bromine solution be 
added drop by drop. The figures in the 
table are the results of four determina- 
tions on each oil, the average of these be- 
ing given. 

In making the tests we had in use 
about twelve of the beaker test tube ap- 
paratus, so that after making the four 
tests the tubes would be withdrawn from 
the nest, washed out with benzine 
(petroleum benzine) and inverted to dry. 
For the next set of tests we would take 
four more tubes and beakers, and so on, 
until we had used all; we would then 
come back to the first set and have them 
clean, and the temperature of the nest 
reduced to that of the room. 

Experiments made with a beaker with 
cotton loosely packed without any mag- 
nesia, proved that this way the teipera- 
ture was also considerably lowered. 


Pharmacy on Friday evening, February 
19th. Prof. Charles F. Chandler, chair- 
man of the local section presiding. After 
the reading of the minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting the first paper was pre- 
sented, bearing the title: 


Aluminium Binary Compounds and Their 
Reduction as Considered from Chemical 
and Electrical Standpoints, Including a 
Synopsis of the Metallurgy of Sodium. 

By Henry S. Biackmore, Pu.G., F.C.S. 


The author read the greater portion of 
his paper in abstract only, as it embraced 
a very comprehensive and thorough re- 
sume of all the practicable methods for 
the reduction of aluminium compounds. 

The first portion of the paper was de- 
voted to a consideration of the binary 
compounds of aluminium which are used 
as a basis for the reduction of the metal. 
This included reference to the better 
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known and most successful of the 
methods used for the reduction of the 
sulphate to the oxide, and also to a 
method invented by the author the most 
novel feature of which was the int-oduc- 
tion into the aluminium sulphate heated 
toatemperature of 175° F., of superheated 
steam at a very high temperature, which 
immediately absorbs the sulphuric radical 
producing sulphuric acid and conveys it 
off, preventing the dissociation and form- 
ation of sulphuric anhydride, free oxygen, 
and sulphur dioxide, which occurs if the 
process is carried on by. heating the 
aluminium sulphate per se first above dis- 
sociating point. 


THE COLORING AGENT OF ULTRAMARINE. 


An interesting fact which the author 
learned in course of experiments carried 
out by himself with a view of reducing 
aluminium oxide by passing acetylene 
through it in a molten state while under 
superatmospheric pressure, was the pro- 
duction of an intermediate product con- 
sisting of aluminium sub-oxide of a blue 
color, which decomposed water, eliminat- 
ing hydrogen and producing white alum- 
inium hydroxide, the blue color disap- 
pearing, for which the author suggests 
the name of Alumoxyl (Al, O.), because 
on oxidation it forms alumina and it ap- 
pears to act as a radical in formation of 
oxy-aluminium compounds, the charac- 
ter being analogous to ammonium. 
When melted with sodium silicate and 
sulphur this blue oxide forms a per- 
manent compound apparently a double 
suboxide of silicon and aluminium, which 
is permanent, and which the author takes 
to be the true coloring agent of ultra- 
marine blue. By acting on aluminium 
silicate in a molten bath of alkali sulphide 
with carbon disulphide under superat- 
mospheric pressure this product can be 
produced directly, provided the action is 
not continued long enough to transform 
the oxides into sulphides. 

Another reaction observed was the pro- 
duction of a subfluoride of aluminium by 
the action of hydrogen under super- 
atmospheric pressure, on aluminium ox- 
ide dissolved in a molten bath containing 
aluminium fluoride, to reduce which only 
about one-half the amount of sodium 
necessary to reduce the normal floride 
was required. ' 

The author referred briefly to 
various electrical processes, including 
those of Cowles, Heroult, and Hall, 
which latter is now in practical opera- 
tion on a large scale at the works of the 
Fittsburg Reduction Co., at Niagara 
Falls, and also to the process of Waldo 
and Gooch. 


the 


THE METALLURGY OF SODIUM. 

The author gave a briet outline of the 
more important processes which have 
been devised for the reduction of sodium. 

He himself had studied this question 
for some time. and had devised a process 
with a view of utilizing the sodium pro- 
duced in the manufacture of aluminium, 
but the introduction of electrical pro- 
cesses had so reduced the cost of produc- 
ing aluminium that he had not utilized 
his process for that purpose, deeming 
it advisable to work directly upon the 
reduction of aluminium with cheaper 
reagents. 

His sodium process consisted essential- 
ly in the reduction of sodium hydroxide 
by sifting into the molten compound 
finely divided iron by hydrogen heated 
to redness. As the heated iron by hydro- 
gen gradually settled through the molten 


caustic soda, it combined with the oxy- 
gen, liberating sodium vapor and hydro- 
gen, the former of which was condensed 
and the latter conveyed to a gas holder to 
be utilized again in reduction of more 
oxide of iron to produce iron by hy- 
drogen for further use. The oxide of 
iron produced in the reduction of 
caustic soda being utilized for this 
purpose after being withdrawn from the 
bottom of the retorts and excess of unde- 
composed caustic soda washed out, 
which was evaporated and reused. Molt- 
en iron introduced in shor tormation had 
also been used advantageously in reduc- 
ing molten caustic soda. The advantage 
of using iron being that formation of car- 
bonate was entirely avoided which is the 
trouble experienced when carbon is em- 
ployed as reducing agent. 


THE REDUCTION OF ALUMINIUM. 


After sketching the various processes 
in use the author gave details of his 
own process for the reduction of alumini- 
um with sodium and also a more recent 
and cheaper one in which sodium 
is not required. The former con- 
sisted essentially in floating upon 
a mass of molten aluminium a mol- 
ten bath containing aluminium fluoride 
which was supplied from time to time as 
reduced. Into the molten aluminium at 
the bottom metallic sodium was grad- 
ually introduced in a molten state, so 
that it passed up through the molten 
aluminium and came in contact with the 
molten bath containing aluminium flour- 
ide, it reduced the same in juxtaposi- 
tion with the mass of aluminium with 
which it immediately combined, thus pre- 
venting violent reaction and dissemina- 
ting the reduced aluminium in fine glob- 
ules through the molten bath, in which 
condition it is almost impossible to com- 
bine intu a mass on account of its light- 
ness, this being the great difficulty ex- 
perienced with other sodium processes. 

His process for reducing aluminium 
without use of sodium consists in pass- 
ing vapor of carbon bisulphide through 
a molten mass of aluminium oxide, which 
results in formation of aluminium  sul- 
phide. Molten iron is then poured into 
the fused mass, the iron taking up the 
sulphur and leaving free aluminium. To 
carry out this process it is necessary to 
produce carbon bisulphide at a low cost. 
The principal cost in the production of 
this liauid is the replacing of the iron 
retorts used, which generally do not last 
more than a week. The author hit upon 
the expedient of using clay retorts in- 
stead of iron ones and he_ rendered 
them impervious by saturating the inte- 
rior with lead oxide which is absorbed 
into the pores of the retort. closing the 
same while it is sunerficially converted 
into lead sulphide during the process of 
producing the carbon bisulphide. These 
retorts are filled with carbon or char- 
coal, heated, and sulphur vapor conduct- 
ed in at the bottom and the carbon bisul- 
phide distills off at the top. The retorts 
are practically indestructible, since the 
only wear is on the lead sulphide coat- 
ing on the interior, which is only worn 
off by attrition of the charcoal and has 
to be replaced or recoated every month 
or so.. 

The paper was a very lengthy and ex- 
haustive one and the above abstract 
gives only a bare outline of the most im- 
portant points of interest contained in 
it. 


Chairman Chandler interrogated the 


author as to whether the process was in 
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practical operation. He also spoke of his 
visit to the sodium works of Kastner in 
England and also to the aluminium re- 
duction works at Niagara. 

A discussion then arose regarding the 
theory propounded by the author that 
the aluminium sub-oxide described by 
him was the actual color basis of ul- 
tramarine. This theory was combatted by 
Messrs. Endemann and Prochazka. 

The next paper presented had for its 
subject the unfavorable effect of the al- 
cohol tax on the aniline color industry 
as both the ethyl and methyl radicles 
enter largely into the composition of the 
aniline dyes. The author, G. A. Proch- 
azka, presented a number of handsome 
specimens of dyes made under his direc- 
tion. 

In the course of the discussion which 
followed Henry Clementsen, president of 
the Columbus Distilling Co., made a few 
remarks concerning the alcohol industry, 
in the course of which he referred to 
the fact that Western farmers were using 
corn as fuel and but 40,000 gallons of the 
128,000 gallons distilling capacity of the 


alcohol plants of the United States 
were being utilized, and many _ in- 
dustries in which the use of al- 


cohol was an important factor were lan- 
guishing all because of the oppressive al- 
cohol tax. Let some way be found for 
removing this tax and the farmer could 
sell his grain at a profit, the alcohol 
plants could be utilized to their full ca- 
pacity and many industries made profit- 
able. 

In Germany the alcohol using indus- 
tries had increased ten-thousand fold 
in seven years under the influence of tax- 
free alcohol. 

The concluding paper of the evening 
was devoted to a consideration of the 
best methods of disposing of sewage and 
was read by the author, H. P. Eddy, 
Worcester, Mass. 


PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE OF 
PHARMACY. 


The regular pharmaceutical meeting of 
the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy 
was held in the college Museum, Wed- 
nesday afternoon, February 17, with Jo- 
seph W. England in the chair. 

The registrar called attention to some 
materia medica specimens which were 
presented to the Museum by E. 
Holmes, Curator of the Pharmaceutical 
Society of Great Britain. 

Prof. J. P. Remington read a paper on 


Acetic Acid as a Menstruum and Solvent. 


Which was not only interesting from a 
technical standpoint, but was also of value 
as bearing on the question of expense in 
manufacturing pharmacy. The author had 
carried out a large number of experi- 
ments for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether acetic acid could be made to re- 
place alcohol in the extraction of various 
drugs. Nux vomica was chosen as a 
typical example of a drug difficult to ex- 
haust, and it was found thata 10 per cent 
acetic acid produced an extract assaying 
15 per cent. of alkaloids. Acetic acid was 
also employed for making extracts from 
some other drugs, and for these prepara- 
tions, which could be made dry and pul- 
verulent, the author proposed the name 
of “Acetracts.” It was stated that these 
could be standardized and the liquid 
preparations made by redissolving them 
in various mixtures of alcohol and water, 
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with or without glycerin and of different 
strengths of acetic acid. 

A number of samples were presented 
and especial attention was directed to a 
fluid extract of sanguinaria which was 
made four years ago with 60 per cent 
acetic acid and showed no signs of pre- 
cipitation. 

The subject was one which appeared to 
be of general interest, and among those 
who took part in the discussion were 
Messrs. England, Kebler, Boring and 
Stedem. 

A paper describing the details of a 
chemical examination of “ Ammonol” 
was presented by Geo. M. Beringer. 

An Analysis of Sage Brush, Artemisia 

Tridentata, Nutt, 

was contributed by Griffith H. Maghee. 
It was stated that in addition to the 
economical uses of the plant, the Indians 
use an infusion of the leaves for colds, 
headaches and mountain fever. The flow- 
ers and leaves were the parts examined, 
and were collected at an altitude of 5,000 
feet. Besides the usual plant constituents, 
a bitter glucosidal principle was obtained 
by treating an alcoholic extract with 
acidulated water and _ separating with 
ether or chloroform. The principle was 
difficult of separation and was obtained 
in an amorphous condition. A paper on 
The Estimation of Ash in Various Drugs 
was read by Chas. H. LaWall. The 
writer stated that the inorganic constitu- 
ents of drugs had received very little at- 
tention or study; that the existing data 
were scattered, and in many cases ob- 
tainable only after laborious search. It 
was a matter of surprise to note what lit- 
tle importance had been attached to the 
moisture in the sample taken for estima- 
tion. The author examined more than 
one hundred specimens and the per cent 
of moisture, the per cent of ash calculat- 
ed in both the air-dry and moisture free 
substance, and the constituents of the ash 
were all tabulated. In addition to these 
data, the per cent of extract was also 
given in a number of cases for the sake 
of comparison. Certain groups of plants 
showed marked peculiarities in the 
amount of ash present. The leaves of 
the natural order Solanaceae furnished 
a notable example; in some _ instances 
as much as 25 per cent of ash was ob- 
tained upon ignition. 

Prof. Remington called attention to a 
new form of prescription balance which 
is manufactured by the Micrometer Bal- 
ance Scale Co., of Troy, N. Y. A fea- 
ture of the instrument is that the frac- 
tional loose weights, which are ordin- 
arily employed, are entirely discarded. 
The arms of the balance are of unequal 
length and to the longer the single pan 
is attached, while to the shorter the 
counterpoise, which embodies a cylinder 
within a cylinder, in combination with 
a screw, is adjusted. The cylinders are 
graduated and by moving the outer one 
either to or from the fulcrum, weighing 
is accomplished, and the weight read as 
indicated by the index. 

There being no further business the 
meeting adjourned. 


Antitoxin for Pneumonia.—A re- 
port comes from the Medico-Surgical 
Society, of Antwerp, of the discovery of 
antitoxin for pneumonia by Dr. Mennes, 
of Louvain. The microbe is stated to 
be extremely small, of a shape approach- 
ing an oval. At present successful ex- 
periments have been confined to animals. 
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Thyrein is, according to the Elberfeld 
Color Works, the active constituent of 
iodothryine. 


Guaco, which has been recommended 
in the form of a plaster against snake 
bites, is known botanically as Mecania 
gonoclada. 


Iodoformsalol is a mixture or iodo- 
form and salol, melting at 40° C., which 
has been recommended by Reynier for 
the dressing of cavities in diseased bones, 
although its efficacy has been called in 
question by others. 


Sodium Telluride has recently been 
recommended in the treatment of night 
sweats in tuberculosis. It is recommend- 
ed to be given in doses of 0.01 and 0.02 
Gm., morning, noon and night, dissolve 1 
in alcoholic liquids. 


Geosote.—A Correction.—In a pre- 
vious issue (p. 38), the word “geosote” 
(guaiacol valerianate) is made to read 
“creosote,” through a typographical er- 
ror. The context shows that an error 
has been made, though the correct title 
of the compound, “Geosote,” does not 
appear. 


Chrysotoxin is the name applied by 
Jacoby to a substance isolated by him 
from ergot, which has the same therapeu- 
tic qualities as ergot itself and remains 
unaltered for a long time. Chrysotoxin 
has been placed on the market, pure and 
in its sodium compound, by Boehringer 
& Soehne. 


Use of Sage in the Sweating of 
Phthisis.—Krahn has studied the effects 
of salvia officinallis on thirty-eight pa- 
tients suffering from hyperhydrosis, and 
in all save two cases marked improve- 
ment was noted so long as the treatment 
was continued. Twenty-nine of the cases 
were phthisical. The tincture was em- 
ployed in doses of about twenty drops 
three times daily. 


The Preservation of Iodoform Dress- 
ing.—According to a _ patent recently 
taken out in Vienna the loss of iodoform 
by evaporation is prevented by covering 
the dressing with an outward layer of 
sterilized fibrous material, such as cotton, 
wool, jute, enclosing this in a thick and 
air-tight paper covering, and finally heat- 
ing the entire package in a sterilizing ap- 
paratus to 50 deg. C. 


Bleaching Yellow Wax.—A Nicolle 
recommends (Le Mercure Scientifique) 
acetone for use in the decolorization of 
yellow wax; it not only bleaches the wax, 
but also has the property of dissolving 
out an acid which has the properties of 
acetic acid, and fatty bodies, having a 


lower melting point than the wax. For 
complete decolorization it is necessary 
that the wax be cut up into small pieces. 


Periplocin is the name given to a glu- 
coside obtained from the _ periploca 
graeca which has the composition Cso 

ss Ore. It occurs in colorless crys- 
tals melting at 205° C. and is readily sol- 
uble in alcohol and difficultly soluble in 
ether. It is more soluble in cold than in 
hot water. Periplocin is a powerful heart 
poison, resembling in many respects digi- 
talin, strophanthin and ouabain. Further 
therapeutic investigations of the gluco- 
side are now under way. 


Distinction Between Articles of Sil- 
ver and of Nickel.—The author uses a 
concentrated solution of silver nitrate. 
Genuine silver remains bright if moist- 
ened with the liquid; spurious articles 
turn black. Lacquer, if present, must 
first be rubbed off. The writer mentions, 
also, the 10 per cent solution of chromic 
acid. A drop of this liquid produces on 
silver a purple-red spot, but on other 
metals (except gold and platinum) a 
greyish black.—Chem. News. 


Aspidin is the name given by Boehm 
to a substance obtained to the extent of 
3 per cent from the extract of male fern. 
It has the formula C2; Hz; Or. is color- 
less, melts at 124.5° C., is insoluble in 
water and is soluble in alcohol, benzole, 
ether and alkalies. Aspidin is poisonous 
but its therapeutic effects have not as yet 
been investigated. In addition to Aspi- 
din, Boehm obtained from the ethereal 
extract of male fern substances to which 
he has asigned the names of Albaspidin, 
Aspidinin, and Aspidinol, and several 
acids. 


Yohimbine.—A new alkaloid has been 
discovered by L. Spiegel in the bark of 
a tree (“Yohimberrinde”) found in the 
Kameroons. Pure yohimbine is said to 
be C2:C2sN20;+4H:O; it crystallizes 
from dilute alcohol, in fine, somewhat 
glistening, white needles, melting at 
231°C. It is soluble easily in alcohol, 
ether, and chloroform; almost insoluble 
in water. The hydrochloride C2:H2sN2 
O;HCl1 can be separated from the con- 
centrated alcoholic solution of the alka- 
loid by the addition of alcoholic hydro- 
chloric acid. The physiological action of 
the alkaloid is being investigated. 


Macleyin is a new glyceride obtained 
by Spiegel, Chemiker Ztg., 1896, 20,970, 
from nuts of Illippe Maclayana from New 
Guinea. These nuts are similar in form 
to Para nuts, but about twice the size, 
and have a smooth chocolate-brown 
stony shell. Macleyin C:;Hs2O10 forms, 
from absolute alcohol on addition of 
ether to the solution snow-like flocks, 
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very hygroscopic, deliquescing in the air 
to a watery syrup, which dries in the des- 
iccator over sulphuric acid to a white 
crystalline mass. It is scarcely soluble 
in ether, acetic ether, acetone, and chlo- 
roform, even on boiling. Strong sul- 
phuric acid dissolves it with an orange- 
red color, gradually changing to a fine 
rose red. Macleyin is a strong local ir- 
ritant, causing purulent inflammation. .01 
Gm. killed a mouse in five hours, .10 
Gm. a rabbit in twelve hours, .6 Gm. in 
five minutes. 


Bismuth Assay.—The estimation of 
bismuth by precipitation as sulphide is 
not one of those processes which can 
be conducted at the dispensing-counter, 
so pharmacists, or some of them, will be 
pleased with this method of Muthmann 
and Mawrow’s: The solution of the bis- 
muth salt, not too strongly acid, is mixed 
with an excess of hypophosphorus acid, 
and heated on the water-bath until the 
supernatant liquid has become perfectly 
clear, and a further addition of the reag- 
ent heated to ebullition produces no fur- 
ther coloration. The metal separates out 
in the form of a reddish-gray spongy 
mass, which can be easily filtered and 
washed. It is collected upon a weighed 
filter, washed with boiling water and 
then with absolute alcohol, and dried at 
105°. The results, as given in the Chemi- 
cal News, are good—viz., within 0.02 per 
cent of the calculated amount of bismuth. 


Cannabinol.—The activity and _ inert- 
ness of Indian hemp have been exercis- 
inv the medical mind for some time 
back, and there have been free inquiries 
as to what there is in it. To this Dr. 

R. Marshall, assistant to the Downing 
professor of medicine at Cambridge, 
makes an adequate response in the 
Lancet of January 23d by entering very 
fully into the chemistry of the drug 
from the time that O’Shaughnessy began 
to work upon it in 1839 up to Wood, 


Spirey, and Easterfield’s research last 
year. The latter workers isolated can- 
nabinol from charas and from Indian 
hemp, and this Dr. Marshall has 


thoroughly tested and declares to be the 
active principle. An account of his ex- 
perience is given in the paper. Canna- 
binol has been isolated from several can- 
nabis preparations in the market—viz., 
from Smith’s cannabine, 80 per cent; 
Merck’s cannabinon, 50 per cent: Merck’s 
ethereal extract, 26 per cent; and Merck’s 
cannabis resin, 20 per cent. 


Assay of Johore em ily 0. 
Richtman (Pharm. Review, 1897, 27) 
has reported the results of an sactaale of 
six specimens of johore gambier, pur- 
chased at the close of the Columbian Ex- 


hibition from the Indian exhibit. The 
moisture found in these specimens 
ranges from 1.38 to 12.37 per cent; the 


ash from 1.87 to 4.35; the tannin from 
22.21 per cent to 46.95 per cent, and the 
catechin from 5.25 per cent to 11.10 per 
cent. The author points out the fact 
that whereas no general rule can be laid 
down from the results so far recorded as 
to the relationship existing between the 
amount of tannin and catechin present, it 
is interesting to observe that in those 
specimens examined by Trimble and by 
himself, the highest percentage of tannin 
had been found to be associated with the 
lowest percentage of catechin. He sug- 
gests as an intersting subject for study 
the question of a possible direct relation 
between the two constituents and also of 





the possibility of the one being converted 
into the other by the agency of vegetable 
organisms. 


An international Congress.—In con- 
junction with the celebration of the fif- 
tieth anniversary of the foundation of the 
General Pharmaceutical Association of 
Belgium there will be held at Brussels 
in August an International Congress of 
Pharmacy. There will be six sections 
in all, each dealing with a separate sub- 
ject of pharmaceutical interest—viz., leg- 
islation, practical pharmacy, food, sani- 
tary matters, bacteriology and _ toxicol- 
ogy. In addition, an international com- 
petition, between all subscribers to the 
Congress, will be held. This will take 
the form of papers on pharmaceutical 
questions and on professional interests, 
for the best of which six prizes. will be 
offered. The contribution for member- 
ship is 10 francs, and any manuscripts 
sent must be forwarded to the secretary, 
102 Chaussee de Wavre, Brussels, be- 
fore July 15th. The Congress promises 
to be a confraternal assembly of Euro- 
pean and American pharmacists, and 
the subjects under discussion will be of 
a very beneficial nature to pharmacists 
all over the world. 


The Limitations of Standardiza- 
tion.” 


Wherever medicinal action obtains 
with a vegetable drug the soluble prin- 
ciples of the latter are the therapeuti- 
cally active ones, and while all the solu- 
ble principles are not necessarily of 
therapeutic worth, it is impossible, in the 
immature condition of rational thera- 
peutics as to the relative values of differ- 
ent drug extractives, to say that any 
given extractive is inert or without med- 
icinal activity. Clinical evidence, and not 
chemical, determines the actual thera- 
peutic worth of a drug and its prepara- 
tions. The action of a drug, in modify- 
ing the contents of a diseased tissue, 
modifies oneorall three cellular activities, 
nutritive, functional and _ reproductive. 
The functional activities, being the most 
obvious, have been the most studied by 
therapeutists. Indeed, the modern de- 
scription of drug action is almost wholly 
limited to a description of the functional 
disturbances caused by its use. And yet, 
what is as important, the modifying in- 
fluence of drugs upon the nutritive and 
reproductive activities of cells in disease, 
has received relatively little attention. 
Until this be done, no complete knowl- 
edge can be had of drug action in human 
tissues. 

SO-CALLED ACTIVE PRINCIPLES NOT THE 
ONLY THERAPEUTIC AGENT. 


Many of the larger manufacturers lay 
great stress upon the fact that the more 
poisonous fluid extracts made by them 
have been standardized to contain a 
given amount of so-called active princi- 
ple, and one might infer from the claims 
made for such fluid extracts that these 
principles represented the entire thera- 
peutic activities of drugs. No claim 
could be further from the truth. The 
so-called active principles of a drug rep- 
resent their individual therapeutic 
actions only, and nothing more. 

The entire therapeutic effects of a drug 
can only be had from the drug itself, or 
a preparation containing all the thera- 
peutically active principles of the drug. 
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Hence, from a therapeutical point of 
view, for example, aconitine, digitalin, 
strychnine, brucine and quinine, repre- 
sent their individual actions only, and 
not the therapeutic actions of all the con- 
stituents found with them. The propor- 
tion of the so-called active principle is 
no index of the proportion of the 
other proximate constituents of the drug. 
As a rule, the content of alkaloid is sim- 
ply an indication of the amount of that 
proximate principle of the drug which 
produces the greatest functional disturb- 
ance in cellular tissues. 


THE VALUE OF STANDARDIZED FLUID EX- 
TRACTS 


over those not standardized, in actual 
medical practice,has been much exagger- 
ated. The fluid extracts that are usually 
standardized by the manufacturers and 
not by the Pharmacopoeia, are those of 
aconite root, belladonna leaves, coca, 
colchicum root, colchicum seed, conium 
fruit, digitalis leaves, gelsemium, hyoscy- 
amus and the like. When the physician 
exhibits these fluid extracts clinically, 
what does he do? He gives the prepara- 
tion in small and gradually increasing 


doses, until he gets full physiological 
effects, and then he stops the drug. 
Now, what practical difference to the 


physician does a slight variation in the 
proportion of the so-called active prin- 
ciple make?—especially in view of the 
fact that, with the possible exception of 
preparations of cinchona, nux vomica, 
opium and one or two others, every 

manufacturer is a law unto himself re- 
garding the strength of standard adopt- 
ed, and the manner of following that 
standard, which is fully as important as 
the matter. True, many manufacturers 
apparently adopt the same standard, but 
they reserve for themselves the right of 
using what working details of assay they 
wish. In 


THEIMMATURE CONDITION OF DRUG ASSAY 


it is well known that variable results 
are obtainable with many drugs with the 
same process as worked by different per- 
sons, due, probably, in some cases, to the 
difficulty of getting the final products 
pure. 

Scores of modifications in the working 
details of processes of drug assay have 
been recommended in the last few years 
in the pharmaceutical prints, many of 
them from the laboratories of manufac- 
turers. It is obvious that, in the opinion 
of their authors, these changes must 
have been improvements, or they would 
not have been recommended, and they 
have probably been adopted by some 
firms. But, in the absence of any general 
agreement, it is hardly reasonable to be- 
lieve that all recommendations for 
changes in processes of assays have been 
adopted by manufacturers, and thus we 
may have the same processes in use by 
different manufacturers with varying 
modifications in working details, and of 
course yielding variable results. Until 
manufacturers of fluid extracts not stand- 
ardized by the Pharmacopoeia, but stand- 
ardized by themselves, get together and 
agree upon the working details of their 
processes of assay, the commercial 
standardized fluid extracts will not be 
uniform in content of active principles. 


NO UNIFORMITY OF PRACTICE AMONG 
MANUFACTURERS. 


As it is not practicable for the average 
physician to specify, in his prescriptions, 
the make of one particular manufacturer, 
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nor practicable for the retail pharmacist 
to keep all makes of standardized fluid 
extracts, it is idle to over-estimate their 
importance. Perhaps the strongest ex- 
ample of 

STANDARDIZATION RUN MAD 


is to be found in the commercial at- 
tempts made to standardize fluid extract 
of digitalis. Here is a drug for which no 
practicable method of assay has yet been 
found, even with years of chemical re- 
search. This does not deter manufactur- 
ers. They simply assume certain stand- 
ards of extractive, and claim that the 
drug is standardized, despite the fact 
that the percentage of extractive varies 
with the alcoholic strength of men- 
struum used to exhaust the drug, and 
the extractive may contain some or but 
little of the active principles, or it may 
contain none. One manufacturer mar- 
kets his fluid extract of digitalis, and 
says that his standard is 20 per cent ex- 
tractive (strength of menstruum not 
given); another has as his standard fully 
25 per cent with a 75 per cent alcoholic 
menstruum; another has asa standard 30 
per cent (strength of menstruum not 
given). Here is a difference in extreme 
limits of 50 per cent between the strong- 
est and the weakest extractives, and the 
difference is more than this if the first- 
named and the last-named fluid extract 
have had used for their making weakly 
alcoholic menstrua. 

Now what happens? The retail drug- 
gist may have prescriptions calling for 
all these makes of this fluid extract. Sup- 
pose that he makes his tincture extem- 
poraneously from the fluid extract. One 
day a prescription for the tincture may 
be made from the 20 per cent product, 
the next day from the 30 per cent prod- 
uct,and the next day from the 25 per cent 
product. Is there uniformity in this? And 
would a tincture made from good select- 
ed digitalis leaf, by the retail pharma- 
cist himself, vary as greatly as these 
commercial fluid extracts, aan with 
alcohol and water? 

While an exaggeration of the sdlies of 
drug assay is to be deprecated, it is 
equally unjust to ignore its growing im- 
portance. A great amount of valuable 
work has been done in recent years, but 
far more remains to be done, especially 
with regard to the clinical value of dif- 
ferent proximate principles of plants in 
disease treatment. 


A Convenient Metric Conversion 
Table. 


The following metric conversion table 
(Scientific American) has been compiled 
by C. W. Hunt, Am. Soc. M.E., 
president of the C. W. Hunt Company, 
of New York City, and is most conven- 
ient in dealing with metric weights and 

veasures: 

Miilimeters multiplied by 0.03937 equal 


inches. 

Millimeters divided by 25.4 equal 
inches. 

Centimeters multiplied by 0.3937 equal 
inches. 

Centimeters divided by 2.54 equal 
inches. 

Meters multiplied by 39.37 equal 
inches. (Act of Congress.) 


Meters multiplied by 3.281 equal feet. 

Meters multiplied bv 1.094 equal yards. 

Kilometers multiplied by 0.621 equal 
miles. 

Kilometers divided by 1.6093 equal 
miles. 


‘ Kilometers multiplied by 3280.7 equal 
eet. 

Square millimeters multiplied by 0.0155 
equal square inches. 

Square millimeters divided by 646.1 
equal square inches. 

Square centimeters multiplied by 0.155 
equal square inches. 

Square centimeters divided by 6.451 
equal square inches. 

Square meters multiplied by 10.764 
equal square feet. 

Square kilometers multiplied by 247.1 
equal acres. 

Hectares 
acres. 

Cubic centimeters divided by 16.383 
equal cubic inches. 

Cubic centimeters divided by 3.69 equal 
fluid drachms. (U. S. P.) 

Cubic centimeters divided by 29.57 
equal fluid ounces. (U. S. P.) 

Cubic meters multiplied by 35.315 
equal cubic feet. 

Cubic meters multiplied by 1.308 equal 
cubic yards. 

Cubic meters multiplied by 264.2 equal 
gallons (231 cubic inches). 

Liters multiplied by 61.022 equal cubic 
inches. (Act of Congress.) 

Liters multiplied by 33.84 equal fluid 
ounces. (U. S. P.) 

Liters multiplied by 0.2642 equal gal- 
lons (231 cubic inches). 

Liters divided by 3.78 equal 
(231 cubic inches). 


multiplied by 2.471 equal 


gallons 


, Liters divided by 28.316 equal cubic 
eet. 

Hectoliters multiplied by 3.531 equal 
cubic feet. 

Hectoliters multiplied by 2.84 equal 
bushels (2150.42 cubic inches). 

Hectoliters multiplied by 0.131 equal 


cubic yards. 

Hectoliters divided by 26.42 equal gal- 
lons (231 cubic inches). 

Grammes multiplied by 15.432 equal 


grains. (Act of Congress.) 

Grammes multiplied by 981 equal 
dynes. 

Grammes (water) divided bv 29.57 


equal fluid ounces. 

Grammes divided by 28.35 equal ounces 
avoirdupois. 

Grammes ner cubic centimeter divided 
by 27.7 eaual pounds per cubic inch. 

Joule multiplied by 9.7373 equal foot 
pounds. 

Kilogrammes 2.2046 
equal pounds. 

Kilogrammes multiplied by 35.3 equal 
ounces avoirdupois. 

Kilogrammes divided by 1102.3 equal 
tons (2,000 pounds). 

Kilogrammes per square centimeter 
multiplied by 14.223 equal pounds per 
square inch. 

Kilogrammeters 7.233 
equal foot pounds. 

Kilogrammes per meter multiplied by 
0.672 equal pounds per square foot. 

Kilogrammes per cubic meter multi- 
plied by 0.062 equal pounds per cubic 
foot. 

Kilogrammes per cheval vapeur multi- 
plied by 2.235 equal pounds per horse 


multiplied by 


multiplied by 


power. 
Kilowatts multiplied by 1.34 equal 
horse power. 

Watts divided by 746 equal horse 
power. 


Watts divided by 0.7373 equal foot 
pounds per second. 
ae multiplied by 3.968 equal B. 
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Cheval vapeur multiplied by 0.9863 
equal horse power. 

(Centigrade multiplied by 1.8) plus 32 
equal degrees Fahrenheit. 
, Francs multiplied by 0.193 equal dol- 
ars. 

Gravity, Paris, 980.94 
meters per second. 


equal centi- 


Chatham Artillery 
Punch. 


At the last meeting of the Georgia 
Pharmaceutical Society Ed. J. Kieffer 
presented a brief note on “Chatham 
artillery punch,” a liquid of high local re- 
nown, as follows: 

In response to query seventh, as a 
representative of the far-famed artillery 
punch, I stand before you to advocate its 
use, not its abuse. When taken freely in 
the salt air of the coast, it is mild and 
innocent, but when shipped and swiggled 
freely in the interior, it is like a Harris 
county tornado. 

Those who were present at the birth of 
this decoction declared that it is com- 
posed of one gallon Catawba wine, one 
quart of New England rum, and one 
quart of whisky. Thus we have a com- 
posite of the Cavalier grape, the Puritan 
essence, and the native American distilla- 
tien, making a beverage which the phar- 
macist cannot analyze or the alchemist 
imitate. 

But this is not all. In this quantity of 
liquid sweetness are cut up six pineap- 
ples, twelve oranges and strawberries q. 
s., and the “brew” is allowed to stand or 
to draw one night. When ready to use, 
one dozen quart bottles of champagne 
are needed to give tone and bead. 

Gentlemen, what more need I say. Tif 
there can be another ingredient added to 
this gentle decoction, science has _ not 
found it and man has not served it. From 
the day when George Washington pre- 
sented the prize cannon to the Chatham 
Artillery and received in return this 
recipe for artillery punch, it has been the 
drink of presidents, governors and states- 
men. It represents the combined experi- 
ence of Europe and America, and in its 
liquid depths holds the hope of two con- 
tinents. It is the killer of time, the de- 
memory, the mortal 
enemy of despair. Some of the biggest- 
hearted, and I may add, the “biggest- 
headed” men in Georgia, have drunk 
deeply from its foaming depths, and, 
though slightly disfigured, are still in the 
ring. Artillery punch flourishes princi- 
pally in Savannah, but its fame has gone 
abroad, and men flock to the punch bowls 
from all quarters as they would to some 
healing pool—some reservoir of Brown- 
Sequard, for the elixir of life. 

No druggist should be without it, no 
grown man should fear its sparkling rills; 
it should be sought like the bubbles of 
the Pierian Spring, and when the pre- 
scription which I have just outlined shall 
be presented, all the members of the 
Georgia Pharmaceutical Association 
should respond with alacrity and skill, 
and compound the fruits of the earth 
with the rich weepings of the Falernian 
Hills. 


Formula for 


EMBROCATION FOR WHOOPING COUGH 


Rectified oil of amber...........- 1 ounce. 
CRI GE CUR in wakes csceccceceses 1 ounce. 
CEE ass ssidle xt axaccesaventes 3 ounces 
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Odd Causes of Electrical Fires. 


The quarterly report of the Electrical 
Bureau of the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters, makes mention of the fol- 
lowing odd causes of fire: 

A plush curtain in a theatre, on being 
hoisted, came in contact with a 32-candle- 
power incandescent lamp. The common 
size is 16-candle-power. The heat from 
the lamp ignited the curtain, but the fire 
was discovered, with no loss, except the 
curtain. 

A stage hand was ordered to turn out 
an incandescent lamp, and, not knowing 
how to do it, instead of turning the 
switch, he wrapped a damp towel around 
the bulb. Some time afterward the towel 
was discovered smouldering. 

A portable incandescent lamp was al- 
lowed to remain lighted lying on a mat- 
tress. The heat from the lamp ignited 
the cloth and the excelsior of the mat- 
tress, and the fire spread through the 
basement and store. 

An electric pressing iron was allowed 
to stand with the current turned on. The 
heated iron after a time set fire to the 
table, and the flames communicated to 
the surrounding combustible material. 

A wagon loaded with gasolene collided 
with an electric car. The wagon was de- 
molished and the oil flooded the street. 
The accident attracted the attention of 
the motorman of another car, who ran 
his car up to the scene. Seeing the oil 
running under his car, he turned on the 
current to get away. A spark from the 
wheel immediately ignited the gasolene 
fumes, and instantly the street was ablaze. 
Four people were injured, one seriously, 
and one horse was burned to death. 

Fire occurred in a basement, owing to 
dripping water falling on an _ electrical 
measuring instrument, thereby short-cir- 
cuiting it. 

Sparks from arc lamps in a department 
store ignited cloaks on a table under- 
neath. 

An elevator motor was burned out, 
having been left running when the em- 
ployees left the store, the motor brushes 
being badly adjusted. 

A carpenter dropped a nut on the coils 
of a rheostat, short-circuiting them with 
an iron frame resting against a gas pipe. 
An are was formed between the frame 
and the pipe; the latter was melted and 
the escaping gas ignited. 

Rats gnawed the insulation from a wire 
which lay on a gas pipe; an arc was 
established between the wire and the gas 
pipe, setting fire to the gas. 


Jumping Cocoons. 

The curious movements of jumping 
beans have lately attracted some atten- 
tion, though to style the spasmodic jerks 
ot the beans jumps is to court disappoint- 
ment. Some “jumping cocoons,” de- 
scribed by Dr. D. Sharp in the Entomolo- 
gist, were, however, remarkably good ath- 
letes, for they could spring out of a small 
vessel, such as a tumbler, in which they 
were placed. These cocoons were from 
South Africa, but in spite of their excep- 
tional gymnastic efficiency, Dr. Sharp 
hardened his heart and sacrificed them 
upon the altar of science, in the hope of 
discovering something unusual that would 
explain the power of jumping. 

The cocoons looked like a piece of 
oval pottery, about five millimeters long, 
and having a rough surface. In each of 
the two investigated a pupa was found; 
the two were similar in every respect, and 


they no doubt belonged to the larvae that 
made the cocoons. “This little pupa,” 

says Dr. Sharp, “is shut up in a remark- 
ably hard, thick cocoon, and it has to get 
out. Nature has not provided it with 
caustic potash for the purpose, but has 
endowed it with a mechanism of com- 
plex perfection to accomplish this little 
object. On the front of the head it has a 
sharp chisel edge, and with this it has to 
cut through the pottery; contracting 
itself to the utmost in the posterior part 
of the cocoon, and retaining itself in this 
position by the hooks on the mobile part 
of the body, it is in a condition of elastic 
tension in consequence of the other side 
of the body being so differently formed 
and immobile; therefore, releasing the 
hold of the hooks, the pupa is discharged 
forward, and the ‘chisel piece strikes the 
front part of the cocoon; repeating this 
an enormous number of times, a circle 
may be gradually inscribed on the inside 
of the far end of the cocoon, which gives 
way when sufficiently weakened, and the 
insect becomes free. 

In both the specimens the inside of the 
cocoon is about half cut through; either 
this is done as the result of a prolonged 
series of wriggles, or of shocks such as I 
have described. It is by no means im- 
probable that the early part of the perfor- 
mance is carving the groove by wrig- 
gling, the latter part knocking it off by 
jumping against it.” The pupa is thus 
a most interesting one to entomologists, 
says Nature. The order of insects to 
which it belongs appears to be somewhat 
uncertain, but Dr. Sharp thinks it will 
prove to be an anomalous lepidopterous 
insect allied to Trichoptera, and possibly 
somewhere near to Adela. 


What About Yourself.* 


Your shop is clean; your bottles look 
well, the stoppers are all one way, the 
labels are all to the front, no dust or drip- 
pings to be seen; your sundries and 
patent medicine cases are attractive, the 
glass fronts cleaned even to a gloss, and 
the woodwork polished to a nicety, but 
what about yourself? Why do you allow 
your hair to grow too long? It is now 
past that length when it can be kept in 
an even manner. Allow your hair-dresser 
to trim it at short and regular intervals. 
It looks so much nicer. 

Your chin, sir, surely that’s not dirt? 
Oh, no, I see, you have not had a 
shave these three or four days. Result: 
Well, look in your mirror; think yourself 
the customer and the face you see the 
person who is serving you. 

That collar; you wore it yesterday and 
when you took it from your dressing- 
table this morning it looked clean enough 
to last another day, but you have now 
worn it four hours on the second day, 
and the dirt of yesterday, which was hard- 
ly discernible this morning, together with 
the accumulation resulting in this morn- 
ing’s work, and the slightly soiled tie, 
were noticed by that lady who, a few 
minutes since, walked out of your store. 
Ladies love clean linen. 

You smoke, but never at business: of 
course you would not. But stay, you had 
a pipe on your way back from lunch, and 
on stepping into your store you found a 
stranger who was not only unwell, but 
abhorred tobacco. There was no time to 
wash your mouth, and even if you had, 
the odor would not have been completely 
covered in so short a time. It was too 





* By a New Zealand subscriber to 7he Spatula. 
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late then to resolve not to smoke till after 
business. Your breath has stopped that 
customer. He'll find some other store 
equally as clean as yours and where 
tobacco is not known. 

Perhaps you are not aware that your 
hair contains a little dandruff, only a lit- 
tle, and yet there is quite sufficient on the 
shoulders of your coat to show that after 
brushing your hair you failed to brush 
your coat. You did not remove your 
coat because your hair only required “a 
touch up” between customers. But the 
white specks were deposited. Dandruff 
on the shoulders of a druggist is a bad 
ad., and yet how often it is there. 

The above are only a few of the ,many 
little details in connection with one’s self. 
They are quite sufficient to spoil the effect 
of a clean store. “A pretty picture adds 
much to the effectiveness of an advertise- 
ment.” (Spatula). Your store may be 
likened to the advertisement, and you the 
illustration. 


Exposures of Quackery. 

The London Correspondent of the 
Therapeutic Gazette recommends to any 
one who desires to know something 
about the quacks and quack mixtures of 
England, a small shilling book which has 
just been published by the Savoy Press, 
115 Strand, W. C., and entitled “Ex- 
posures of Quackery.” The Gazette cor- 
respondent thinks it might even be useful 
to leave it about in the waiting room of 
one’s office, in the vague hope that, tract- 
like, its winged words might now and 
then fall on fruitful ground. Its pages 
he says, reveal the ingredients of many of 
the chief nostrums of the day. Here, for 
instance, is the analysis of Sequah’s Prairie 
Flower. “This wonderful and world-re- 
nowned preparation,” as its circular re- 
marks, “has been in use amongst the 
Sioux, Cherokees, Comanches, Apaches, 
and several other tribes of North Ameri- 
can Indians for hundreds of years.” This 
remarkable prairie flower turns out to be 
aloes, and in order to procure it the brave 
redskin must have journeyed to either 
the East or West Indies, for I believe the 
aloe is unknown in the native territories 
of the States. And so on through the 
chief nostrums, the principal ingredient 
in many of them turning out to be aloes! 
Scattered through the book are some 
amusing stories. Here is one of Dickens 
and ik aoey. When Charles Dickens 
was in the height of his splendid career 
asa novelist, Holloway—the notorious 
quack “professor,” inventor of Hollo- 
way’s Pills and Ointment (the first chiefly 
aloes, the second lard and olive oil)—sent 
him a check for $5,000, with an intimation 
that he might consider is as his property 
if he would insert in an early number of 
one of his works, then coming out in a 
serial form, some reference to the Hollo- 
way patent medicines. Dickens, to his 
honor be it said, promptly and indignant- 
ly returned the proffered bribe. Upon 
hearing of this incident, Thackeray re- 
marked, with the quick sarcasm of which 
he was master, that if he had been in 
Dickens’ place he should have killed the 
villain of the novel with an overdose of 
Holloway’s Pills, and thus have secured 
the $5,000. On another occasion the 
hustling “Professor” did succeed insecur- 
ing an introduction to Thackeray, at a 
large reunion of distinguished people. 
Thackeray apneared to understand the 
name imperfectly, and complimented the 
“Professor” in the same strain as he 
would have done in the case of a distin- 
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guished military officer. Holloway, con- 
fused, had to explain that he was not a 
general, but merely “Professor” Hollo- 
way.’ Oh! well,” observed Thackeray, “I 
made a very natural mistake, for you, too, 
must have killed thousands of people.” 
This is the same Holloway who, having 
made his pile, endowed some institutions 
and was knighted by the Queen! One 
institution was at least appropriate, if 
intended as a delicate compliment to the 
people who believe that his pills and oint- 
ment will cure every human malady, viz., 

an_ asylum for lunatics. 

However, in spite of exposure after ex- 
posure, the sale of so-called ‘patent medi- 
cines” goes bounding upwards like Afri- 
can gold shares during the booming sea- 
son. The papers follow with their record 
of poisonings. Possibly the fact that it 
is not toxic is one of the reasons why 
aloes is such a safe “reef” to work. 


Chinese Drug Shop. 


In the February St. Nicholas there is 
an article by Theodore Wores, the ar- 
tist, entitled “Ah Gau’s New Year’s Cel- 
ebration.”” Mr. Wores gives the follow- 
ing description of a Chinese drug store 
in San Francisco: The interior of this 
shop presented a strange and oriental as- 
pect. One corner was occupied by the 


household shrine, the chief feature of 
which was a highly colored picture of 
some favorite god. he smoke of burn- 
ing incense, issuing from a brightly pol- 
ished brazen vessel, rose from the altar 
before this deity and filled the air with 
its mysterious fragrance. Beside the 
shrine, on a table, was an abundant sup- 
ply of refreshment, consisting of cakes, 
both red and yellow; of lichi nuts, or- 
anges, candied ginger, a number of boxes 
of cigars; and last, but not least, of bot- 
tles containing sam-sheu, the favorite 
beverage of the Chinese. 

Ah Gau’s uncle, dressed in a long yel- 
low silk blouse, was standing near this 
table, busily engaged in doing the hon- 
ors to his numerous callers. He greeted 
his nephew and his friend with great 
cordiality, and invited them to partake 
of refreshments; but Ah Gau modestly 
contented himself with a handful of dried 
water melon seeds, which he dropped 
into his capacious pocket. 

One side of the shop was taken up by 
a long counter; and shelves and drawers 
extended all around the room. These 
were covered and filled with a great and 
miscellaneous collection of strange and 
rare herbs and roots. Deer horns, in 
their velvet stage, were suspended from 
the ceiling. These, after being sliced as 
thin as wafers, are boiled and produce 
what is supposed to be a valuable medi- 
cine. Dried lizards, neatly spread on 
thin bamboo sticks, occupied a basket at 
one end of the counter. Dried toads, 
sharks’ tails and many other curious ob- 
jects used in the preparation of Chinese 
medicines. littered the shop from end to 
end; and a richly carved and gilded open- 
work screen, with two dragons in the 
centre, extended across the middle of the 
ceiling. 

The Chinese are very much behind- 
hand in their knowledge of medicine. 
Their methods, which are based on ig- 
norance and superstition, are quite as ab- 
surd and primitive as were those of the 
Europeans of the middle ages. 


II! 





We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls a 
information bearing on pharmacy or any of its allied topics, 
and cordially invite our friends to make use of this column. 

The name and address of the inquirer must accompany the 
communication, not for publication, but to assure attention, as 
we make ita rule to pay no regard to anonymous correspona- 
ence. 


When sending for the formula of any unusual compound, 
the query should be accompanied with information regarding 
the locality in which it is used, its uses and reputed effect. 
When it can conveniently be done, a.specimen of the labels used 
on packages of the compound should also be sent 





Does Bromine Expand on Freezing. 
G. J. H. writes: “It is held by some, 
that if bromine is frozen solid in a glass 
tube, that unlike ice, it will not break 
the tube by expansion. Have you any 
data upon this subject?” 

We have not. It is, however, well 
known to chemists, and may be proved 
by experiment, that bromine behaves 
differently from water when frozen. In- 
stead of expanding it undergoes contrac- 
tion. 


Parma Violet Perfume.—T. Q.— The 
following has been recently published: 


Tonone. solution 2 ccceecscccsicis 3 drams. 
Titet, DENZOMN: ssisiscisencsesce 2 drams. 
Oll Bier SIMON ..ccccccccces 10 minims. 
GU Gr BETO, Gi.ciierk seawdeneesas 10 minims. 
PIsSeNGe! JOSH: secs ccsseccacse 1 ounce. 
MEAMCUULE Gl) OFEIB. oise vs c0sxccieais 1 ounce. 
Alcohol, 60 per cent........... 16 ounces. 
WiAtels | citer ciicesisaaslewnccss ies 4 ounces. 


Ink Eraser.—C, D. B.—The follow- 
ing is considered a good liquid eraser 
for ink spots on paper: 


A. 
CRIS CBOE oct sees sicscownwood 2 ounces. 
ME os Wurics tanks evan uie duis 16 fl. ounces. 
Saturated solution of borax in 
WAtel? acecuscsseues deseacsase 3 fl. ounces. 


Dissolve the acid in the water and add 
the borax solution. 


B. 
Chlorinated: LEME: so isscsesccisc 6 ounces. 
Wi ateE © on ceacccienenr casas ies 16 fl. ounces. 
Saturated solution of borax in 
WEEE. peccusiccevounecccssavne fl. ounces. 


Mix the lime and water, shake well, 
set aside for 1 week in a well stoppered 
bottle, decant the clear liquid and add 
the borax solution. 

This composition is used by saturating 
the ink spot with solution A, removing 
excess of liquid with a blotter, and then 
applying solution B. When the stain 
has disappeared, apply the blotter, and 
wash the spot, by the alternate use of 
clear water and blotting paper. 


Egg Coloring.—P. D. S.—The com- 
position of the egg coloring used by 
bakers for cake is not known to us. The 
basis of most of these coloring sub- 
stances is turmeric. Many dealers in es- 
sential oils and confectioners’ colors put 


up special preparations of their own, and 
reference to the advertising pages of this 
journal will find you the names of such 
manufacturers as appeal to the drug 
trade. We may state that the basis of the 
commoner colors of this description is 
usually turmeric. The best cooks use 
Spanish saffron in the form of a cold in- 
fusion of the stigmas. 


Silver Nipples.—J. B. S.—A_ kind 
reader volunteers the information that 
silver nipples of the kind described in 
our last issue are made by a manufactur- 
ing jeweler of Providence, R. I., but he 
is unable to recall the name and address. 
He promises to obtain and communicate 
these particulars later. 


Powder Dentifrices.—W. S. A.—The 
following are new formulas not hereto- 
fore published in English: 


Orris washed with 
DOU cncenusa <ds 
Pumice stone .... 
Cuttle fish bone 

Quinine sulphate. 
vascarilla bark .... 
Milk sugar 





Essence of peppermint .. 32 drops 
Essence of cinnamon .......... 8 drops 
Essence of neroli ......cccesees 4 drops. 
Tinkcttre: Of AMDEF .ccccsesesscee 4 drops. 


It is understood that all of the in- 
gredients are in a finely powdered condi- 
tion. After being thoroughly mixed by 
long continued trituration in a large 
wedgewood mortar, the powder is lastly 
passed through a fine sieve to remove all 
gritty particles. 


Ee; 
CUAGLEG) TORE ciecacnccsiaccasend 40 Gm 
Powdered cinchona ............+. 10 Gm 
Mix. Perfume to suit. 
ait. 
Powdered cinchona ............. 5 Gm 
POWGGTER GUM «iccvcccsnecctesinn 10 Gm 
Powdered myrrh ...ccccccccccese 5 Gm 
OMCRVOC: COTE. (65 bei a05s cr vsisiorsles 10 Gm 
Powdered cinnamon ............ 5 Gm 
Ammonium carbonate .......... 10 Gm. 
we OF ClOVGs casos cacadens veces ns 5 drops. 
Mix. 


Condensed Milk Prices—T. D. G. 
writes: “At the wholesale drug houses 
the retail druggists are required to pay 
$7.25 per case for ‘Eagle Brand’ con- 
densed milk. The’grocers insome of the 
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larger towns near here buy it of a firm 
in Dixon, Ill, at figures so much less 
than the above price that they can retail 
it for less money than we can buy it. 
Kindly inform me in your page of 
Queries and Answers what firm in Dixon, 
Ill., handles it at these low figures and 
also how it happens that wholesale drug- 
gists quote it so much higher. By giv- 
ing this information you will greatly 
oblige.” 

The above communication was _ re- 
ferred to the New York Condensed Milk 
Company, who stated that the quotation 
of $7.25 was evidently a mistake. The 
price of Eagle Brand was reduced on 
November 16th from $7.25 to $6.75 for 
100-case lots to the wholesale trade and 
it can be bought at that price from anv 
wholesale druggist in Chicago. There is 


no jobbing house in Dixon, and the New 
York Condensed Milk Company do not 
sell directly there, but you can buy from 
A. L. Hammond, Elgin, IIl., or the 
Rockford Wholesale Grocery Co., Rock- 
ford. 

Dealers in Cottonseed Oil.—W. C. B. 
writes: “Will you kindly furnish me 
with the address of parties who handle 
cotonseed oil? I would like to buy some 
at about the price quoted in the Druc- 
GIST. 

The prices quoted in our Review of 
the Wholesale Drug Market are for large 


lots. The following firms sell at our fig- 
ures: Chas. B. Tainter & Co., 2 Stone 
street; American Cotton Oil Co., 46 


Cedar street; Hopkins, Dwight & Co., 
Cotton Exchange Building; Joshua 
Macy’s Sons, Front street; all of this city. 
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ADVERTISING AID. 
HOW, WHEN AND WHERE TO ADVERTISE. 


Practical Hints and Suggestions. Construction and Criticism of Advertisements. 


IN CHARGE OF ULYSSES G. MANNING. 


The department editor will be pleased to criticise any advertisements 


submitted and to suggest improvements. 3 2 
Our readers are cordially invited to avail themselves of this help. 


given. 


PRINTED MATTER. 


OST druggists have yet to learn 
M the value of good printed matter. 
At least half the circulars I see 

are so cheaply gotten up that they are 
practically useless. In some cases the 
quality of the paper and press work may 
be as important as the reading matter. 
A circular has no value unless it catches 
the attention and holds it. It will not 
receive attention unless it be pleasing in 
appearance. Your own ideas of economy 
have nothing to do with the matter. It 
is not you, but the public, that is to be 
pleased if the circular is to be effective. 
There is really no excuse for using or- 
dinary print paper these days. A good 
quality of book paper can be had for 
5 or 6 cents a pound. The difference in 
cost between a cheap paper and a good 
one is not apt to be over 50 cents on a 
thousand ordinary circulars, and the 
payment of this additional amount may 
double the pulling powers of the adver- 
tising. Printing inks also cost much less 
than they used to and most printers will 
print your circular in some tint or color 
without any additional charge. A drug- 
gist can hardly take time to post him- 


Questions answered and advice 


self on papers, ink or composition so as 
to be able to tell the printer just what 
he wants; but he can have a drawer or 
box in which to file away specimens of 
the attractive printed matter that comes 
to him. These will afford suggestions 
when he wants to get out circulars of 





THE YELLOW KID. 
his own. With them he can do better 
than tell the printer what he wants, he 
can show him. An ordinary printer can 
do good work when he is given some- 
thing to imitate. Druggists who issue 
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circulars will do themselves 


good by 
making a little collection of the attrac- 
tive printed matter that they ordinarily 
rush into the waste basket. 


The Yellow Kid. 

This unique individual has some ad- 
vertising interest, for he is now being 
emploved in ads and show windows 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
land. The origin of the “Kid” was ex- 
plained and a description of a yellow kid 
window given in the February 25th issue 
of this journal. 

The reason for the popularity of this 
artistic freak is past finding out. But it 
so happens that every once in awhile 
something of the sort catches the pub- 
lic fancy and makes an instantaneous 
hit. Much of the effect produced has 
no doubt been due to the cynical smart- 
ness and quaint candor of the kid at his 
best. People appear to get tired of being 
serious all the time, and so find relaxa- 
tion in some such foolery as this. 

Anything that puts mankind in a good 
humor and creates talk has some adver- 
tising value. Perhaps there are some 
druggists who can make use of the yel- 
low kid. He should not be employed 
by the bilious brand of druggist, but may 
give the exuberant class a chance to 
work off some spare humor. Anyone can 
draw a recognizable kid that will an- 
swer for a window poster. After draw- 
ing the outline, color the dress a brilliant 
yellow and then rack your brain for 
some Hogan Alley philosophy. <A kid 
can be used for advertising soda, cigars 
or sundries, but not for drugs. Change 
your signs often and if people do not 
show symptoms of the hoped for de- 
lirium within a few days, take in your 
kid and burn him. 





Criticism and Comment. 
, Hanna City, II. 
U. G. Manning. 

Dear Sir—I have taken much interest in your 
articles on advertising and submit two copies of 
my own method. Having no newspaper or 
printing office here, 1 am confined to the mails 
and circular distribution. I enclose two copies 
of ads. produced on a mimeograph. These 
were used on postal cards. What do you think 
of them, also circular on other side? 

Respectfully, 
DAVIS, the Druggist. 


To a dealer in a small town, advertis- 
ing does not present many serious prob- 
lems. If he has a good store and treats 
people right he can get results from ad- 
vertising that would fail in a more popu- 
lous center. People know all about him. 
They know just what goods he carries, 
they know his personal characteristics 
and so he is largely saved that struggle 
for mere acquaintance that requires long 
and persistent advertising on the part 
of his city brother. 

People in smaller communities are not 
deluged with advertising matter, hence 
they pay more attention to what they get. 
For these reasons I think that this ad- 
vertising by Mr. Davis may have paid, 
though it is not very good. The circu- 
lar is the cheapest kind of a dodger and 
ordinarily would not be good enough. I 
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think a better one would have paid bet- 
ter in this instance. It is headed Holi- 
day Goods. This heading is followed by 
a short list of Christmas goods. A more 
complete description of the line would 
have been advisable; also a little argu- 
ment as to the advantages of purchasing 
goods at this store. In another division 
of the same circular Mr. Davis an- 
nounces that he has purchased the drug 
and patent medicine stocks of two com- 
petitors and will allow a discount of 10 
per cent for a short time. If the same 
discount applied to holiday goods it 
would have been well to have said so. 
Even so small a discount might influ- 
ence a few holiday buyers, while it would 
hardly make much impression on those 
who wanted drugs. 

In the mimeograph ads. for postal 
cards, which are on the subjects of wall 
paper and paints, too much attention is 
given to display and not enough to the 
writing. On both cards appears this 
line, “Peoria Prices.” As Peoria com- 
petition has to be met, this becomes one 
of the important things to be said and 
should have been given greater promin- 
ence. My opinion is that it will pay 
this advertiser better to send out mim- 
eograph letters instead of postal cards. 
In letters he can talk about these mat- 
ters at length and what he says will be 
sure to be read. Druggists in small 
towns can make good use of a° mimeo- 
graph. Work done on this machine will 
answer as well as printed matter in 
many cases. Even the old-fashioned hec- 
tograph can do good service in advertis- 
ing. 

ete 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
U. G. Manning. 

Dear Sir—This may or may not be new to 
you. I think it "neal good. I refer 
especiall:; to the cut. 


Very truly yours, 
FR) H. LACKEY. 


The enclosure was one of the hand- 
somest blotters I have seen lately. 
One side of the blotter had a white en- 
amel finish and on this appeared an ex- 
cellent half-tene of three bicycle riders; 
one a young lady, another an old man 
and the other a little girl. Under the 
riders, in the order named, appeared the 
figures 18-90-7. The cut was accompan- 
ied by the following reading matter: 


“THESE AGES TOGETHER 
indicate a year when good service, pure 
is. materials and reasonable prices will be 
appreciated more than ever. 

We are equipped for doing the Drug 
Business on up-to-date lines. We want 
as many opportunities as you can give 
us to show you how: 


The last sentence is a trifle obscure. I 
think it would have been better to have 
said “Please give us opportunities to de- 
— the excellence of our service” 

“Please give us opportunities to do 
val good.” 

The blotter is printed in blue and is 
altogether so attractive that it is bound 
to be kept and used. 


ef 
From Connersville, Jud., comes a little 
twelve- -page advertising sheet entitled 


“The Reporter.” It was evidently sent 
by the U. S. Chemical Co., as it contains 
a number of their ads. 

I very much doubt the value of this 
sheet as an advertising medium because 





it looks cheap and “amateurish.” The 
poorest quality of paper is used and the 
printing is very bad. The sheet is full 
of misspelled words and typographical 
errors, and unless there can, be much im- 
provement made in these matters the 
paper should not be employed at all. 

People unconsciously form an opinion 
of the character of a concern from the 
appearance of the advertising matter it 
puts out. It is not always necessary that 
the printed matter be fine, but it should 
always be good. 

Poor printing, bad spelling and an 
abundance of typographical errors are 


What You 
Ask For 


Is what you always get here. You are 
never ne to buy something “just as 

e have everything a good 
see Store should have, ‘owe are 
pretty sure to have just what you 
want. advice—if you want it— 
costs you nothing; and it isn’t forced 
on you if you don’t want it: We are 
here to serve you—not to dictate. 

We aim to give ect service at 
fair prices; We do not care to be 
known as “cheap druggists,” but we 
do want to be known as “money’s 
worth” druggists. 


Corn Belt 
Drug Store, 


Opposite east entrance Court House, 





Bloomington, Ill. 


apt to excite derision and do positive 
harm. The ads are very commonplace. 
They lack in explanation and argument. 
I doubt if they would hold attention or 
bring business. 

et 


The ads. of the Corn Belt drug store, 
Bloomington, IIl., are among the best 
that I have seen in the West. They are 
bright, forcible, and doubtless effective. 
The ad. reproduced in this issue has been 
slightly revised, but presents the main 
features of the original. 


RESCINDING PURCHASE 
WHEN NOT 
“SATISFACTORY.” 


It is sometimes provided in a contract 
of sale that the purchaser may disaffirm 
the contract and cancel the same “if he i is 
dissatisfied with the quality, operation,” 
etc. Just what latitude is to be given to 
the expression has led to much litigation; 
the contention on one side being that the 
purchaser can disaffirm the contract 
simply upon being dissatisfied, within the 
time specified, and that such dissatisfac- 
tion need not rest upon any ground of 
reason, and that the grounds or reasons 
of his dissatisfaction cannot be inquired 
into or determined by any court, or any 
one except himself. 

It seems to us, said one of the Supreme 
Courts recently, that this is the proper 
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interpretation to be placed upon such a 
contract. The parties to it have so writ- 
ten it, and the fact that to so construe it 
may result in a hardship is a circum- 
stance that will not be considered. Such 
a contract is permissible and legal, and 
when deliberately executed, should be en- 
forced. It contains express authoritv to 
disaffirm when the purchaser is dissatis- 
fied. To only allow him to disaffirm 
when his dissatisfaction rests upon some 
valid and reasonable objection is to prac- 
tically deny him the exercise of the privi- 
lege expressly conferred by the contract, 
and denies him the right to exercise his 
judgment in the matter, and makes his 


right depend solely upon what others 


may think as to the merits of the article 
or animal he has purchased, or the work 
for which he is to pay. It substitutes 
their judgment for his. Others may be 
perfectly satisfied, and think that a man 
of ordinary desires should be likewise, 
and that no reasonable ground for dis- 
satisfaction exists. But on the other hand 
he may with equal good faith be dissat- 
isfied for reasons that are sufficient for 
himself, and may think that one 
situated as he is would have grounds 
for his dissatisfaction. The true rule 
of construction of contracts of this 
character, and the one supported 
by reason and the weight of author- 
ity, is that the purchaser may dis- 
affirm the contract if he is dissatisfied, 
and his reasons or grounds of dissatisfac- 
tion may not be determined or inquired 
into by any one else. It is a matter left 
solely to his election. This doctrine finds 
support in many cases, notably in the fol- 
lowing 

In Cattle Co. v. White, 82 Tex. 479, 
in construing an instrument that stipu- 
lated that the buyer may “cut back all 
horses not desired,” it was held that he 
was not required to take any of the 
horses, although they might fill the re- 
quirements of the contract. In Harder 
v. Board, 97 Ind. 456, under a contract 
that provided that the “Board had a right 
to revoke or set aside the contract when 
not satisfied with the work done,” it was 
held that the Board could revoke con- 
tracts when not satisfied, and that this 
provision gave them this right. In Good- 
rich v. Van Nortwich, 43 Ill. 445, a party 
purchased a mill, and at the time it was 
agreed that if the mill suited him, and 
answered his purpose, he was to keep it; 
otherwise, it was to be returned within 
thirty days, and the purchase money re- 
funded to him. Within the time agreed, 
the mill was returned, on the ground that 
it did not suit, whereupon the seller re- 
fused to repay the money, and the Court 
held the buyer to be the sole judge of 
whether it suited him; that it did not de- 
pend upon the opinion or judgment of 
others; it was a right reserved by con- 
tract, and he could not be prevented from 
exercising it. 

Courts of law must allow parties to 
make their own contracts, and can en- 
force only such as they make; whether 
the contract is wise or unwise, reasonable 
or unreasonable, is ordinarily an imma- 


terial inquiry. The simple inquiry is, 
what is the contract? Herein, only 
whether the buyer is satisfied. Like de- 


cisions may be found in all the States. 





LANOLIN TOILET CREAM. 


AGB a cretisiaa 5 /cdnepe oleae 4 ounces. 
Powdered white soap...... 1 ounce. 
Rose water 
Ess. bouquet 
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Moving Against the Department 
Store in New York. 


New York is not behind Chicago in 
opposition to the development of the de- 
partment store. The following resolu- 
tion was introduced in the New York 
Senate February 18. 

Whereas, great complaint has been made that 
the large department stores in the cities of New 
York and other cities of the State are gradually 
crushing out the smaller stores by uniting in 
one establishment nearly every kind of business 
and consequently ruining the smaller merchants 
and shopkeepers, and 

Whereas, the retail trade is thus being con- 
centrated into the hands of large companies, 
who are by this means enabled to sell certain 
lines of merchandise under cost or pretend to 
= to the great injury of the trade generally, 
an 

Whereas, the tendency of these practices is to 
deprive persons of employment and to reduce 
the salaries of those employed in said depart- 
ment stores, 

Resolved, if the Assembly concur, that the 
committee appointed to investigate the trusts 
are hereby authorized and directed to investigate 
fully the manner in which these department 
stores are conducted and to learn what effect 
they have on business generally and upon the 
wages of employees, and to report such measures 
as in its Sollgeneut are proper. 


Parke, Davis & Co. Buy Out the 
Cudahy Co. 


Detroit, Mich., Feb. 7.—Parke, Davis 
& Company have purchased the interests 
of the Cudahy Pharmaceutical Co., at 
South Omaha, Neb. Dr. A. E. Dickin- 
son, manager for the Omaha firm for 
five years has taken charge of the digés- 
tive ferment department of the Detroit 
firm. This removes one of Parke, Davis 
& Co.’s principal competitors in this par- 
ticular line. The local firm has also taken 
on most of the traveling men of Cudahy 
& Company. 


The Sale of Patent or Proprietary 
Medicines in New York. 


A bill has been introduced in the New 
York Legislature declaring that no drug, 
medicine or mixture of drugs, herbs, or 
medicines, commonly known as patent or 
proprietary medicine, shall be sold, of- 
fered or exposed for sale in this State, 
unless an analysis or formula of the con- 
tents thereof has been filed in the office 
of the State Board of Health, and a cer- 
tificate issued by such board that accord- 
ing to the ingredients thereof, as indi- 
cated by such analysis or formula, the 
sale and use of such patent or proprietary 
medicine for the purpose for which the 
same is advertised or the purchase there- 
of solicited, will not be dangerous to the 
public health. Every such analysis or 
formula filed in the office of the State 
Board of Health shall be preserved as a 
record of such board, but shall not be 
open to public inspection, nor shall the 


contents thereof be revealed by any mem- 
ber of such board, officer, agent, or em- 
ploye thereof, except for the purpose of 
a criminal prosecution as provided by this 
act. 


Manufacturing Perfumers. 


The Manufacturing Perfumers’ Asso- 
ciation of the United States met in an- 
nual session at the offices of Lazell, Dal- 
ley & Co., in this city February 10. 

The following officers were elected, to 
serve for the ensuing year: President, 
Theodore’ Ricksecker; vice-president, 
Adolph Spiehler, of Rochester; secretary, 
R. C. Eastman, of Philadelphia; treas- 
urer, John H. Winkelman, of Baltimore. 

he following new members. were 
elected: George B. Evans, of Philadel- 
phia; and Yergens & Co., of Cincinnati. 


KINGS COUNTY SOCIETY. 





The Higbie Bill and Telephone Matters Dis- 
cussed at the Usual Monthly Meeting—An 
Important Contribution to Oil Tests by 
Bromwell and Mayer—A Library for the 
Brooklyn College of Pharmacy. 


The usual monthly meeting of the 
Kings County Pharmaceutical Society 
(Brooklyn Borough) was held Tuesday, 
February 9th, at the Brooklyn College of 
Pharmacy, 329 Franklin avenue. The 
feature of the meeting was announced to 
be a paper on a method of identifying 
fats and oils by the increased tempera- 
ture produced on the direct addition of 
bromine to the oil under examination, 
but it was some time before this part of 
the programme was reached, most of the 
time of the meeting being taken up with 
discussions on the proposed amendment 
to the Raines liquor law, the Higbie bill, 
permitting the sale of drugs by grocery 
men in all parts of the State, and on the 
position of the society with regard to the 
telephone bill now before the Legisla- 
ture, and on which a hearing is expected 
soon. The Higbie bill had been acted 
upon by the legislative committee of the 
society, which condemned it in the 
strongest terms, and protested against its 
passage in written statements to the 
representatives in the Assembly and Sen- 
ate. Dr. Bartley read a communication 
from Edward Shumpik, of Minneapolis, 
the local secretary of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association for the meet- 
ing which is to be held this year at Lake 
Minnetonka. The local committee there 
aredesirous of getting early particulars as 
to the probable number of members that 
will be in attendance from the different 
States, with a view of approaching the 
railroad companies for the special rates 


- Rosenzweig, $5; 
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which are usually made for large con- 
ventions. A paper by Bromwell and 
Mayer was then read, bearing the title 
“Heat of Bromination as a Means of 
Identifying Fats and Oils.” The paper 
is printed on page 108. 

Dr. Bartley announced the commence- 
ment of a new course of study at the 
Brooklyn College of Pharmacy. This is 
an advanced course in pharmaceutical 
chemistry and allied subjects leading to 
the degree of Doctor of Pharmacy. He 
stated that the course was open to all 
graduates in pharmacy, and leads to the 
degree of Doctor of Pharmacy on com- 
pletion of the course, passing an exam- 
ination and presenting a thesis on some 
subject in pharmacy. He referred to the 
inadequate library facilities of the col- 
lege, and hoped that some action would 
be taken by the society to provide a 
library for the students. 


LIBERAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE LIBRARY 
FUND. 


L. T. Perkins considered the move- 
ment looking to the enlargement of the 
library facilities of the college as one of 
the most important ever initiated by the 
Kings County Pharmaceutical Society, 
and he hoped that the members would 
not allow themselves to be outdone in 
liberality by the teaching faculty of the 
college, who had announced their willing- 
ness to subscribe one-third of a specified 
sum. He suggested that a library fund 
be at once established, and subscriptions 
be taken up at this meeting. Mr. Per- 
kin’s appeal met with a generous re- 
sponse, upwards of $80 being subscribed 
within ten minutes after he ceased speak- 
ing. The following is a list of those whe 
contributed, with amounts: 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE LIBRARY FUND OF 
KINGS COUNTY PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY 


L. T. Perkins, $10; William Muir, $10; 
C. B. Dewey, $5; Dr. Wm. Hutchinson, 
$10 ; McElhenie & Marsland, $5; Benj. 
Thos. J. France, $5; 
Adrian Paradis, $5; Oscar Klein, 
$1; Charles F. Schleussner, $2; M. 
T. Michaelson, $2; W. B. Bower, 
2; Chas. Schumann, $1; Wm. Reading, 
$5; A. E. Hegeman, $2; C. O. Douden, 
$2; J. F. Crawford, $3; W. J. Hackett, $5; 
Dr. A./H. Brundage, $2. 

T. J. Keenan donated a complete file 
of the Druggist’s Circular bound in cloth; 
a bound copy of the “Universal Phar- 
makopoe,” and a copy of Dorvault’s 
“L’ Officine,” for which he was accorded 
the hearty thanks of the society. 

The society has practically abandoned 
its position as to telephone matters, and 
may withdraw its support from the meas- 
ure now before the State Legislature, it 
appearing that the druggists of Brooklyn 
are well pleased with the pay stations, and 
indisposed to go back to the old private 
*phone arrangement. 

Chas. F. Schleussner asked if his 
understanding that the society was pre- 
pared to defend druggists prosecuted 
under the Raines law for the sale of alco- 
hol without a license was correct. The 
president stated that the society stood 
ready to defend the first case that came 
up as a test case. 

President Muir informed the members 
that Senator Raines was his authority for 
the statement that alcohol cannot be sold 
by druggists unless they take out a State 
excise license. 

There being no further business, the 
meeting adjourned. 
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Druggists Before 


the New York Legislature. 





PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE RAINES LAW 
FAVORABLY RECEIVED. 





Higbie Bill Practically Dead. 





Good Work Before the Legislative Committees by Representatives of the State Pharma- 


ceutical Association. 


In compliance with a call issued by 
President R. K. Smither, of Buffalo, the 
members of the Legislative Committee 
of the New York State Pharmaceutical 
Association assembled at Albany on 
Tuesday, February 16, to appear at hear- 
ings before committees of the Legislature 
upon the Higbie Bill, which was referred 
to in our last issue, and upon the liquor 
tax law. In addition to the members of 
the Legislative Committee, there were 
present at this meeting, on invitation of 
President Smither, representatives of va- 
rious pharmaceutical bodies throughout 
the State. Following are the names of 
the gentlemen present, together with the 
names of the pharmaceutical bodies 
which they renresented: 


R. K. Smither, Buffalo, W. H. Rogers, Mid- 
dletown, William Muench, Syracuse, Charles H. 
Gaus, Albany, New York State Pharmaceutical 
Association; William Muir, Brooklyn, president 
Kings County Pharmaceutical Association; 
Felix Hirseman, New York, German Apothe: 
caries’ Society of New York; Frank R. 
Richardson, Albany, Albany Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation ; Caswell A. M ayo, New York, College 
of Pharmacy of the City of New York; W. G. 
Gregory: ty, Buffalo, Buffalo College of Pharmacy; 
5, Smith, Plattsburg, New York State Board 
of gly J. A. Lockie, Buffalo, Erie 
County Pharmaceutical Association; Charles B. 
Dewey, Brooklyn, 7" College of Phar- 
macy; C. O. Kano, Buffalo, Erie County Board 
of Pharmacy; idward Dawson, Jr., Syracuse, 
New York State Board of Pharmacy. 


A conference of the pharmacists 
was held at the Kenmore on Tuesday 
morning, and the general plan of action 
was decided upon. The entire delega- 
tion then proceeded to the capital where 
the individual members interviewed the 
Senators from their respective sections 
and the members of the Senate Commit- 
tee on excise legislation. The delegation 
then called upon Excise Commissioner 
Lyman and President Smither stated the 
object of the delegation in calling on the 
Commissioner, which was to inform him 
of the general plan proposed by the 
pharmacists for the regulation of the 
traffic in liquors by pharmacists and to 
consult with the Commissioner as_ re- 
gards the best manner of arranging the 
administrative features of the proposed 
amendments, the execution of which 
would of course come within his prov- 
ince. 

Commissioner Lyman gave the dele- 
gation a very courteous Hearing and 
frankly stated that from a point of view 


of revenue, which was of course the only 
point of view from which he considered 
the law, the existing statutes were cer- 
tainly not satisfactory in so far as they 
affected the drug trade, for the revenue 
yielded had been disappointingly small. 
He cautioned the delegation against any 
idea that he made any pretentions to 
statesmanship or legislative knowledge 
or influence. He had nothing whatever 
to do with the framing of new measures 
and could offer no suggestions to the 
committee charged with the revision of 
the Raines law, save as affected the pure- 
ly administrative features with which his 
own particular department was con- 
cerned. 

President Smither stated the condi- 
tion of affairs now existing as regards 
the excise tax in the drug trade in New 
York State. He was followed by Cas- 
well A. Mayo, editor of the AMERICAN 
DrvuGcisT,* representing the College 
of Pharmacy of the City of New York, 
who gave some statistics regarding the 
character of liquor legislation in force in 
other States and the results which had 
been found to follow the various efforts 
to regulate the sale of liquor by drug- 
gists. W. H. Rogers, of Middletown, 
stated the conditions existing in the 
smaller towns of the State as indicated by 
his observations in his own town. The 
informal conference which followed was 

participated in by Messrs. Gregory, of 
Buffalo: Muir, of Brooklyn; and Hirse- 
man, of New York City. 

The delegation then interviewed such 
members of the Assembly as they could 
find in relation to the Higbie measure 
and found that the opposition to the 
measure in the Assembly was quite wide 
spread; and under the influence of the 
information which the delegation was 
able to furnish to the Assembly, this op- 
position appeared to grow very rapidly. 


The Hearing on the Higbie Bifl. 


As had been previously announced a 
hearing before the Assembly Committee 
on Public Health on the Higbie Bill was 
set for Tuesday afternoon at 2 o’clock. 
As Senator Raines agreed on Tuesday 
morning to grant a special hearing to 
the pharmacists before the Special Sena- 
torial Committee at 2.30 on the same af- 
ternoon, it was found necessary to divide 
the pharmacist’ s committee and Messrs. 
Muir, Richardson, Gregory, Smith, Daw- 
son and Rano appeared before the As- 
sembly Committee in opposition to the 


Higbie measure, Secretary Dawson, ot 
the State Board, presented a written brief 
opposing the bill, and was followed by 
Messrs. Gregory, Muir and Rano. The 
Assembly Committee appeared to favor 
the case as presented and some even 
agreed with the pharmacists that the pres- 
ent law was altogether too weak without 
making it any weaker. Senator Higbie 
himself admitted that his measure was 
faulty and the committee granted another 
hearing for February 23d at which 
Messrs. Dawson, Muir and others ap- 
peared. 


THE ADJOURNED HEARING. 


The adjourned hearing on the Higbie 
bill was held on the 23d. Senator Hig- 
bie was present, but was not quite ready 
to present his amendments as Senator 
Stewart (who is interested with him in 
the bill) is ill. The entire State Board 
was present, also Dr. E. H. Bartley and 
W. Muir, of Brooklyn; C. H. Gano, E. 
F. Hunting and Frank Richardson, of 
Albany. Dr. Bartley, Mr. Muir and Mr. 
Dawson spoke against weakening the 
law while Senator Higbie defended his 
position and asked for an adjournment 
until March 9, at 2 p. m. This date is 
set for the final hearing. 


Before the Raines Law Committee. 


The Senatorial Committee charged 
with an investigation of the workings of 
the Raines law held a session at 2.30 p. 
m. Senators Higgins, Raines, Foley, 
Nussbaum and Flood being present, 
while the pharmacists were represented 
by President Smither, and William H. 
Rogers, of Middletown; William 
Muench, of Syracuse; Charles H. Gaus, 
Albany; Felix Herseman, New York 
City; Caswell A. Mayo, editor of the 
AMERICAN Druaaist; and J. A. Lockie, 
of Buffalo. William Muir, of Brooklyn, 
was also present through a portion of the 
hearing, but was compelled to miss a 
portion of it so as to appear before the 
Assembly Committee on the Higbie bill. 

Practically the same arguments were 
presented before the Senatorial Commit- 
tee as had been previously presented be- 
fore Commissioner Lyman. President 
Smither spoke first and then introduced 
the other speakers in the following order: 
Caswell A. Mayo, representing the New 
York College of Pharmacy; Felix Hirse- 
man, representing the New York Ger- 
man Apothecaries’ Society; and W. H. 
Rogers, of Middletown, representing the 
smaller towns. The Senators then in- 
terrogated the several members of the 
committee on particular points in which 
they were interested and finally Senator 
Raines closed the final hearing by re- 
questing the pharmacists to draw up an 
amendment to section 11 of the liquor li- 
cense law along the lines indicated in 
the arguments presented, stating that 
such an amendment would receive con- 
sideration. Senator Higgins stated that 
this should be done promptly, and after 
an informal conference between the indi- 
vidual members of the two committees 
the pharmacists adjourned to the Ken- 
more to perfect the draft of the amend- 
ments. The work, the results of which 
appear below, occupied the remainder of 
the afternoon and evening. 

Several of the pharmacists left for their 
homes on Tuesday evening, leaving the 
work on the Raines Law to be finished 
by Messrs. Smither, Hirseman, Richard- 
son, Lockie, Gregory, Rogers, and 
Mayo. These latter presented the sug- 
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gested amendments to the State Revis- 
ion Commission, then to Commissioner 
Lyman and his council and then pre- 
pared copies of the amendment, together 
with copies of the argument printed be- 
low and presented both to the members 
of the Senatorial Committee individually. 

The result will of course not be known 
until the report of the committee is made 
to the Senate. 


Thanks Due Senators Grady and Brush and 
Assemblyman Trainor. 


In response to a letter from the editor 
of this journal Senator Grady on Feb- 
ruary 1lth stated that he would endeavor 
to have the Higbie bill recalled to the 
Senate. He made a motion to this effect 
on the 12th and the attention thus di- 
rected to the measure aided materially 
the efforts of the pharmacists in oppos- 
ing its passage. Senator Brush, of 
Brooklyn, was also specially courteous 
in his treatment of the pharmacists and 
showed a due appreciation of the real 
character of the measure. Assemblyman 
Trainor, of New York City, took a 
firm stand against the measure even be- 
fore the objectionable features of the 
measure were pointed out to him by the 
committee. 


Brief Submitted with the Proposed Amend- 
ments to the Raines Law. 


To the Honorable the Special Committee of the 
Senate, having under consideration pro- 
posed amendments to the liquor tax law of 
the State. 


The undersigned respectfully submit a 
memorandum of some of the more sal- 
ient points expressed in the hearing 
granted by your honorable body to the 
pharmacists of the State, February 16, 
1897, in relation to the effect of said law 
as now in force upon the druggists of the 
State and their patrons. 

First. There are about four thousand 
five hundred drug stores actually doing 
business under licenses from boards of 
pharmacy in the State of New York. 

Second. Practically all of these drug 
stores sold liquor for medicinal purposes 
before the enactment of the so-called 
Raines’ law, either upon the payment 
of a moderate excise license fee or with 
an understanding with the local excise 
board that sales substantially confined to 
demands for medical purposes should 
not be subjected to the payment of any 
license fee whatever. 

Third. Under the operation of the 
present law it is conservatively estimated 
that not to exceed 20 per cent of the 
druggists of the State have a license of 
any kind whatever to sell liquor for med- 
ical purposes or otherwise. 

Fourth. A partial canvass of the State 
made by the New York State Pharma- 
ceutical Association shows conclusively 
that a considerable proportion of said 20 
per cent are doing business at consider- 
able loss, but have continued partly with 
the desire to dispose of stock on hand at 
the time of the passage of the act and 
partly with the hope that after one years’ 
experiment with the law our representa- 
tives in the Legislature would see fit to 
modify that portion of the same which 
applies to sales of liquor by pharmacists, 
and that if the present rate of fees are 
continued for the next ensuing year, less 
than 10 per cent of all the druggists of 
the State wil! be in a position to supply 
their patrons with liquor for medicinal 


purpose, either with or without a phy- 
sician’s prescription. 

Fifth. It is generally conceded that 
the legitimate and most natural channel 
through which the public expect to se- 
cure liquor for medicinal purposes is the 
licensed pharmacy, and this fact has been 
recognized in the drafting of all high li- 
cense legislation enacted in other States 
of the Union. 

Sixth. In the interest of producing a 
revenue for the State, as well as in the 
interest of public need and convenience, 
it is desirable that a license for the sale 
of liquor in moderate quantities for med- 
icinal purposes be provided for at a rea- 
sonable fee which will make it possible 
for the great majority, if not practically 
all, of the licensed pharmacists to take 
out such license. 

Seventh. It has also been generally 
recognized that in so far as the sale of 
liquor is confined to the demand upon a 
physician’s prescription such salesshould 
be regarded as a sale of medicine pure 
and simple, and should not be subject to 
a tax any more than should any other 
medicine or any poison so prescribed. 

Acting upon the suggestion of your 
Committee at the aforesaid hearing, we 
herewith respectfully submit the text of 
certain amendments to the said liquor 
tax law, which we believe will be gener- 
ally approved by the druggists and their 
patrons, and will be the means of bring- 
ing a considerable increase in revenue to 
the State. Briefly stated the amend- 
ments provide for: 

(1) A uniform excise registration fee 
which will apply to druggists who de- 
sire to confine their sales of liquor to the 
demand upon a physician’s prescription. 

(2) A special pharmacist’s excise li- 
cense permitting the sale of liquor in 
quantities not exceeding one quart and 
hedged about with unusual restrictions 
and penalties. 

To hold either license the licensee 
must be a licensed pharmacist in good 
standing, doing business as such on his 
own account. 

The principal business transacted by 
him at the store or place where the li- 
cense is operative must be that of retail- 
ing drugs and medicine and dispensing 
prescriptions. 

In case of a violation of the excise law 
this licensee will in addition to the other 
penalties prescribed have the license un- 
der which he does the business of a phar- 
macist taken from him, so that he will 
be denied the privilege of longer prose- 
cuting his profession, and further no spe- 
cial druggist’s excise license can there- 
after for the period of one year be issued 
to any person to be operative in the place 
of a store where such violation occurred. 

The license fees as prescribed for this 
special druggist’s license are on an aver- 
age from two to three times higher than 
under the old law, with the difference, 
also, that the maximum amount allowed 
to be sold is put at one quart, while un- 
der the old law pharmacists could, if oc- 
casion required, sell any quantity less 
than five gallons. 

The practical result of the proposed 
amendments would be that the ordinary 
sales of a druggist of a pint or half pint 
of liquor or a single bottle of wine or 
champagne would be allowed under 
this special license, but the sale of 
wine by the gallon, of ale or beer 
by the dozen, half dozen or quar- 
ter dozen, or of bottled claret, cham- 
pagne or other wines in quarter, 
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half and one dozen quantities, and in fact 
the general indiscriminate retailing of 
liquors would be reserved for the licensed 
storekeeper; and in case in exceptional 
instances the druggist desired to conduct 
that sort of a business he would be 
obliged to take out the regular store- 
keeper’s license under the larger fees now 
prescribed. 

We respectfully submit that in case the 
proposed amendments or something 
nearly approaching thereto should not 
meet the approval of your honorable 
committee the only other plan upon 
which it appears feasible to grant the 
relief would be to generally reduce the 
storekeeper’s license fee to all persons, to 
about one-half of the present rate; al- 
though in the opinion of the under- 
signed this alternative would not be so 
satisfactory to the druggists or their pat- 
rons nor would it yield so large a rev- 
enue to the State. 

Respectfully submitted, 

R. K. Smither, Buffalo, 

W. H. Rogers, Middletown, 

William Muench, Syracuse, 

Charles H. Gaus, Albany. 

we State Pharmaceutical Associa- 

William Muir, Brooklyn, 

President, Kings County Pharmaceutical 
Association. 

Felix Hirseman, New York, 

German Apothecaries’ Society of New 
ork. 

Frank R. Richardson, Albany, 

Albany Pharmaceutical Association. 

Caswell A. Mayo, New York, 

College of Pharmacy of the City of New 
York. 
W. G. Gregory, Buffalo, 
Buffalo College of Pharmacy. 

J. C. Smith, Plattsburg, 

New York State Board of Pharmacy. 

J. A. Lockie, Buffalo, 

Erie County Pharmaceutical Association. 

Charles B. Dewey, Brooklyn, 

Brooklyn College of Pharmacy. 

C. O. Rano, Buffalo, 

Erie County Board of Pharmacy. 

Edward Dawson, Jr., Syracuse, 

New York State Board of Pharmacy. 





Proposed Liquor Tax Law Amendments 
Submitted to the Senate Committee. 


An Act to amend cha ~ ged one hundred and 
twelve of the laws ° eighteen hundred and 
ninety-six, entitled “An Act in relation to 
the traffic in liquors, and for the taxation 
and regulation of the same, and to provide 
for local option, constituting | hapter 
twenty-nine, of the General Laws.” 


The people of the State of New York repre- 
sented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as 
follows: 

Section 1. Sub-division three of section eleven 
of Chapter one hundred and twelve of the laws 
of eighteen hundred and ninety-six, is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Sub-division 8. Clause A. Upon the business 
of trafficking in liquors by a duly licensed phar- 
macist, which liquors can only be sold upon the 
written prescription of a regularly licensed phy- 
sician, signed by such physician, which pre- 
scription shall state the date of the prescription, 
the name of the person for whom prescribed, 
and shall be preserved by the vendor, pasted in 
a book kept for that purpose, and be but once 
filled, and which liquors shall not be drunk on 
the premises where sold, or in any out-building, 
yard, booth or garden appertaining thereto, or 
connected therewith, there is assessed an excise 
[tax] registration fee, to be paid by such duly 
licensed pharmacist, or the corporation, associa- 
tion, or co-partnership of which he is a member, 
engaged in such traffic, and for each such place 
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where such traffic is carried on by such pharma- 
cist, or by such corporation, association or 
co-partnership of which he is a member, [if the 
same be in a city having by the last state cen- 
sus a population of fifteen hundred thousand 
or more, the sum of one hundred dollars; if in 
a city having by the said census a population of 
less than fifteen hundred thousand, but more 
than five hundred thousand, the sum of seventy- 
five dollars; if in a city having by said census a 
population of less than five hundred thousand, 
but more than fifty thousand, the sum of fifty 
dollars; if in a city or village having by said 
census a population of less than fifty thousand, 
but more than ten thousand, the sum of thirty 
dollars; if in a city or village having by said 
census a population of less than ten thousand, 
but more than five thousand, the sum of twenty 
dollars; if in a village having by said census a 
population of less than five thousand but more 
than twelve hundred, the sum of fifteen dollars; 
if in any other place the sum of ten dollars.*], 
the sum of five dollars. Nothing, however, in this 
sub-division shall be construed as prohibiting 
the sale without prescription of alcohol to be 
used for medicinal, mechanical or chemical pur- 
poses. 

Clause B. Upon the business of trafficking in 
liquors by a duly licensed pharmacist ‘in quanti- 
ties not exceeding | one quart, no part of which 
shall be drunk upon the premises where sold, or 
in any yard, booth, or garden _ appertaining 
thereto, or connected therewith, is assessed an 
excise tax to be paid by such duly — licensed 


pharmacist, or the corporation or association or 




















co- partnership of which he is a member, en- 
gaged in such _traffic, for each such place | where 
such traffic is carried on by such pharmacist, 
or corporation, association or _co-partnership “of 
which he is a member, if the same be in a city, 
having by the last State census a _ population 
of more than five hundred thousand, the sum 


of one hundred and fifty dollars; if in a city 

















less than five hundred thousand, ‘but more than 
fifty thousand, the sum of one hundred — and 


twenty-five dollars; if in a city or village hav- 


ing by the last State census a population of less 


than fifty thousand, but more than ten thousand, 
the sum of one hundred dollars; if in a Village 
having by said census a population of less than 
ten thousand, but more than five thousand, the 
sum of seventy-five dollars; if in a village having 
by said census a population of less than five 
thousand, but more than _twelve hundred, the 
sum o of fifty _dollars; if in any other place, the 
sum of thirty-five dollars. 

And the holder of _a liquor tax certificate 
under ‘this clause may sell livuor in | quantities 
not exceeding eight ounces for medicinal purposes 
on any day between the hours of one and five 




















o'clock in the morning, without the prescription 


of a physician, providing that a record of such 


sale shall be made in the presence of and be- 


fore such liquor shall be delivered to the pur- 
chaser, ‘in a book to be kept for such purpose, 
which record shall state the date and hour of 
such sale, name and address of purchaser, name 


and address of the person for whom “such liquor 














was purchased, the nature of the sickness for 


which such liquor was “required, and | the name 


of the individual _by whom sold, such record to 
be at all times open to the inspection of any 
citizen of the State, and provided further that 
no such sale shall be made more than once on 
any day between the hours of one and five 
o'clock in the morning, to or for the use of the 
same person, PT ies a 





Section 2. Sub-division one of section seven- 
teen of Chapter one hundred and twelve of the 
laws of eighteen hundred and ninety-six is here- 
by amended to read as follows: 





*The words enclosed in brackets are in the old 
law and are to be omitted in the new law: the 
words underscored constitute new matter which 
it is proposed to introduce. 


1. The name of each applicant, and if there be 
more than one and they be partners, also their 
partnership name, and the age and residence of 
the several persons applying. 

When such applicant shall be a duly licensed 
pharmacist desiring to traffic in liquors as such, 
under Clause A, or B, of sub-division three of 
section eleven of this Act, he shall file with such 
county treasurer, or special deputy, in addition 
to the other statements required by this Act, 
an affidavit to the effect that said applicant is a 
licensed pharmacist in good standing actually 
doing business as a pharmacist on his own ac- 
count at the place or store where he desires to 


so trattic in liquors, that the principal business 


that will be transacted by said applicant in said 


place or store during the period to be covered 
by said certificate, is the dispensing and retail- 
ing of drugs and medicines, that said applicant 


has not during the year last past allowed any 




















liquor sold in said place or store to be drunk 
therein or otherwise violated any of the pro- 
visions of this Act. 

Section 3. Section thirty-four of said Act is 
hereby amended by the insertion after sub-divi- 
sion four of the following: 

5. Any corporation, association, co-partnership 
or person who shall violate the provisions of 
this Act by trafficking in liquors contrary to the 
provisions of sub-division three of section eleven, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall for- 
feit the excise registration certificate or liquor 
tax certificate and be deprived of all rights and 

















privileges _thereunder, and of any right to a 


rebate of any portion of the “tax paid thereon, 
and such certificate shall be surrendered to the 
officer who issued it or to his successor in office 
who shall cancel the same, and in addition to 
said penalties the Board of Pharmacy under 
whose license the said corporation association, 
co-partnership, or person conducting the busi- 
ness of a pharmacist, shall revoke said license, 
and no excise registration certificate or liquor 
tax certificate shall be issued to any corporation, 
association, co-partnership or person to traffic 
in liquors’ at said store or place under sub- 


division three of section eleven of this Act for 


the term of one year from date of revocation of 
said license as a pharmacist. 














Section 4. This Act shall take effect immedi- 
ately. 


Conference of Proprietary Medicine 
Men and Publishers. 


The American Newspaper Publishers’ 
Association held its annual meeting in 
this city last week, and invited the pro- 
prietors of some of the best advertised 
patent medicines to meet them. 

Among those present representing the 
proprietary interests were Thomas Doli- 
ber and C. W. Cheny, of Doliber, Gard- 
ner & Co.; S. W. Bowne, and C. E. 
Rose, of Scott & Bowne; Dr. V. Mott 
Pierce, of the World’s Dispensary Com- 
pany; E. R. Dowley, of Hunt’s Remedy 
Company; William A. Hockemeyer, of 
Tarrant & Co.; C. I. Hood and Mr. 
Everett, of C. I. Hood & Co.; George B. 
Bower, of the J. C. Ayers Company; A. 
Major, of Major’s Cement; Harry Good, 
of the Carter Medicine Company; Fred 
Meyer and E. J. Schall, of the Meyer 
Bros. Drug Company; Joseph Leeming 
and Thomas Leeming, Jr., of Thomas 
Leeming & Co., Dr. Greene, of Greene’s 
Nervura; Mr. Kramer, of the Sterling 
Remedy Company; William S. Pinckney, 
of the Himrod Manufacturing Company; 
and Dr. Munyon. 

From the enthusiasm and spirit of the 
meeting, it may be said to have been 
one of the best ever held. The argu- 
ment set forth by Mr. Kramer, of the 


-been acting in a similar 
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Sterling Remedy Company, was an ex- 
cellent plea against substitution. He set 
forth arguments to the effect that the 
organization as a whole, so far as large 
advertisers were concerned, should en- 
deavor, through friendly channels, to get 
the newspapers to take up the matter 
of substitution in their editorial columns. 
Mr. Bowne thought that the best way 
to get at this was to educate the pub- 
lic through display advertisements. 
set of resolutions was passed con- 
demning substitution, but no definite ac- 
tion was taken, further than to refer the 
matter to the joint consideration of the 
two bodies. 


BROOKLYN UP IN ARMS. 


The Brooklyn Board of Pharmacy 
Abolished by the New Charter 
for the Greater New York. 








The New York College Plays a Winning 
Hand and the Brooklyn Board Is Wiped 
Out—Feeling Runs High in Brooklyn, 

At the last moment of work on the 

Charter for the Greater New York, the 
Pharmacy Law now in force in New 
York City was adopted in toto for the 
Greater city, the Kings County Board of 
Pharmacy being abolished. The wishes 
of the pharmacists of Brooklyn were not 
consulted. Under the new charter all 
fees for registration, etc., go to the Col- 
lege of Pharmacy of the City of New 
York, the Brooklyn College of Pharma- 
cy being ignored as if it had no exist- 
ence. Brooklyn druggists are aroused 
and will fight the measure. They may 
work to secure a single board for the en- 
tire State in which the New York Col- 
lege would have no recognition as an or- 
ganization. The news was received by 
the AMERICAN Drucaist too late for ex- 
tended mention and we reserve particu- 
lars for a subsequent issue. 


A Fraudulent Drug Company ip 
Massachusetts, ‘ 


id 

Boston, Feb. 16.—The Post Offices De- 
partment at Washington has issued a 
fraud order against the ‘ Union Drug 
Company ” of this city, Frederick Brown 
alleged proprietor. On Thursday, Jan- 
uary 14, Brown was arraigned before 
Commissioner Fiske in the Federal 
Building ona charge of fraudulently using 
the mails to swindle druggists and others 
throughout the country while doing 
business as the “ Union Drug Company.” 
At the request of Brown’s counsel the 
case was continued and Brown was held 
in bonds of $1500. 


Wm. F. Player, who for the last ten 
years has been connected with the firm of 
Tarrant & Company as a citv salesman 
in New York City and Brooklyn, severed 
his connection with that house during. the 
latter part of last month, and has since 
capacity for 
Bruen, Ritchey & Co. 
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Business Maxims. 


The good will and esteem of all your 
employees is especially desirable. 

_ Always be busy. See that your store 
is not a place for loafers. 

Be conscientious, careful and economi- 
cal, though generous. 

Take an interest in your customers’ and 
your employees’ welfare. 

Above 4ll things, be exactly what you 
pretend to be. Possess a character unim- 
peachable. 

Always have your place of business 
open promptly and at a stated time. 





Never be too busy to settle accounts 
and receive money due. 

Always treat your customers pleasantly 
and politely. 

Ambition is a business necessity, but 
conceit is a stumbling block to success. 

What you do, do thoroughly; leave 
nothing half done. 

Enterprise and ‘“‘goaheaditiveness” are 
as essential as capital. 

A progressive age demands the pro- 
gressive business man. 

An untiring effort is bound to win in 
the end. 

Push, perseverance and sound judg- 
ment pave the way to success. 

—TIron Age. 








JULIUS FEHR, M.D., 
Ancient Pharmacist of Hoboken, 


The announcement of the death at his 
home in Hoboken, N. J., on February 20, 
of Julius Fehr, M.D., at the advanced 
age of 71 years, will be received with sor- 
row by a large circle of friends and ac- 
quaintances. The deceased was well and 
favorably known to the entire drug trade 
of America through his advertisements 
in the pharmaceutical press of “Fehr’s 
Compound Talcum Baby Powder,” which 
enjoys a wide sale, without ever having 
been advertised directly to the public, a 
distinction which it shares with only a 
limited number of other reputable phar- 
maceutical preparations. His adoption 
of the odd title “Ancient Pharmacist” 
had attracted considerable notice to him 
and his preparation, as he used the title 
in all his advertisements. 

Dr. Julius Fehr was born March 29, 
1825, at Castle, near Mayence in the 
Grand Duchy of Hesse, Germany, where 
he passed most of his youth. He was ed- 


ucated in the schools of Darmstadt, and 
at the age of 16 was apprenticed to an 
apothecary in Hanau, with whom he re- 
mained the usual period of four years. A 
year was then spent in the service of an 
apothecary at Colmar in Alsace. Dr. 
Fehr then enlisted in the French army 
and served four years in Algiers, receiv- 
ing his discharge as a non-commissioned 
otnhcer. In May, 1850, he emigrated to 
the United States and speedily connected 
himself with the firm of E. Fougera & 
Co. He followed the drug business with 
various houses in New York until 1855, 
when he removed to Hoboken, N. J., as- 
suming the charge of the pharmacy of 
C. V. Clickner & Co., which he after- 
ward acquired by purchase. Dr. Fehr 
graduated from the College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons of New York, in 
1869. He was one of the founders of the 
New Jersey Pharmaceutical Association 
and its first vice-president. He is sur- 
vived by a widow and two sons. 
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The California Board of Pharmacy. 


The California Board of Pharmacy held 
its regular quarterly meeting January 13 
to 18, inclusive, at the College of Phar- 
macy, 113 Fulton street, San Francisco. 
A. G. Orena, of Los Angeles, appointed 
by Governor Budd, presented himself at 
the meeting in place of Dr. S. H. Melvin, 
whose term had expired. The following 
were granted registration as graduates: 


oO. i. Halsell, C. A. Black, J. J. Keefe, G. T. 
Noe, G. C. Spaeth. The following named passed 
a satisfactory Licentiate examination: G. P. Kel- 
ler, Martinez; E. B. Loring, Rohnerville; G. M. 
Luttrell, San Francisco; M. F. Fleishman, 5. e.s 
M. A. Kennedy, Oakland. The following ” named 
passed a satisfactory Assistant examination: E. 
H. Gallagher and W. A. Madden, San Fran- 
cisco; J. Rose, Haywards; M. F. Harrington, 
Jr. Marysville; P. A. Derick, Sacramento; J. W. 
Claypool, Santa Rosa. 


The following were granted registra- 
tion as assistants on the licentiate exami- 
nation: 


W. J. Phillips, Los Angeles; J. P. Bowman, 
Sacramento; J. M. Sattler, Port Costa; T. S. 
Miller, Fresno; E. M. Ferguson, Stockton; W. 
D. a, San Francisco; W. G. Lovie Red- 
woo 


A special meeting for examination will 
be held at Los Angeles, Westminster 
Hotel, at 9 A. M., April 2, 1897. The 
regular meeting will be held April 14, at 
10 a. m., at 113 Fulton street, San Fran- 
cisco. For examination blanks or other 
information address John H. Dawson, 
secretary, San Francisco. 


Salicylic Acid. 

[Response to the toast, “The Efficiency of 
Salicylic Acid as a Preservative of the Chem- 
ical Knowledge of Graduates,” by Prof. 

H. S. Bailey, at the recent banquet of the 
Kansas Academy of Science.] 


Strange stories are told of Miss Sally S’lick, 
A maiden so old she was deemed ‘“‘not a chick,” 
Of family noble—the old Coal Tar race, 

As cruel a maid as e’er powdered her face. 


“Phenol” was her father, a man of ideas (1) 

Who never was moved by sighing or tears: 

Her mother was ‘‘Caustic’”’, and sometimes was 
cross; 

Her pater, however, was always the boss. 


On account of what chemists have called their 
“affinity” 
Mr. Iron chose to call Sally S’lick his divinity, 
And she blushed and turned rosy whene’er he 
4 came nigh (2) 
In a way that was taking and charming—oh my! 


A family feud in the S’lick tribe existed 

ro — all the Germicides gladly assisted, 
every Bacillus who dared show his head 

ts as chen Eo sterilized till he was dead. 


Bacterium Lacti—a young Latin fellow— 
Was coaxed and cajoled till decidedly mellow, 
Then the Germicides came like Philistines of ol 
And laid him away in the valley to mold. 


Other suitors had she, this sour Sally S’lick, 
But for any of those she cared not a stick; 

For only young Iron attracted the daughter 
And by delicate irony almost had caught her. (3) 


Her — however, said it never could ‘ 

Just Iron, common Iron, was decidedly one 

Though she pined and got acid, he never could 
get her 

And in vain nee she waited for somebody better. 


So now all she does is in pickling knowledge (4) 
For students whose parents have sent them to 


college. 
MORAL: 
Don’t get acid and sour if your love affairs stick, 
Remember the fate of poor Sally S’lick. 


(1) Western ————— please! Rhyme de- 
mands it, you know. 

(2) To students: Try it and see. 

(3) Quite delicate but very apparent. 

(4) Likewise cider, mince meat and corns, but 
these can’t be successfully roped into this dirge. 
Then, too, students sometimes get into a pretty 
pickle, “ain’d id?” 
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Clay W. Holmes, of Frostilla fame, came down 
from his home in Elmira last week to visit the 
New York jobbing trade. 


George Hall has resigned as clerk at Clarence 
O. Bigelow’s pharmacy, No. 102 Sixth avenue, 
near Eighth street, New York City. 


L. L. Pope of the Lawrence-Williams Co., of 
Cleveland, Ohio, ——-* of Gombault’s caus- 
tic balsam, visited this city last week. 


A new drug store is about to be opened at 
135th street and Lenox avenue, New York City, 
by a pharmacist by the name of Robbins. 


R. A. Bacon, in charge of the prescription 
department at Wilson’s pharmacy, Thirty-fourth 
street and Broadway, this city, is an expert 
cricket player. 


Genial Harry Sommerville is the proprietor of 
the old established Falkenreck store at Eighty- 
sixth street and Park avenue; he has the good 
wishes of a host of friends. 


John Baird, formerly with S. A. Brown, New 
York City, and later at Mitchel’s pharmacy, 
Brooklyn, is now located at the Central Throat 
Hospital on Howard avenue, Brooklyn. 


F. C. Brendel has succeeded Frank Rhein at 
the popular pharmacy of Wm. Hanenstein, 
Seventy-eighth street and Amsterdam avenue. 
Mr. Rhein has removed to Mansfield, Ohio. 


M. McKenzie of McKenzie Bros. & Hill, 
New York City, has just returned from a busi- 
ness trip to Cleveland and reports that the 
business in that section is in a very fayorable 
condition. 


D. J. O’Brien, one of the students of the 
senior class at the New York College of Phar- 
macy, has just accepted a sition at Otto 
Laue’s pharmacy, corner of Main and Passaic 
streets, Passaic, N. J 


Mr. Van DeGrief, the manager of the Hey- 
denreich pharmacy, at No. 169 Atlantic avenue, 
Brooklyn, had a severe attack of pneumonia, but 
has so far improved that he will leave for Ber- 
muda, in a few days to recuperate. 


B. Mueller, N. Y. C. P., ’94, formerly with G. 
E. Huether, druggist at 169th street and Third 
avenue, is now at Friedlander’s pharmacy, 
corner of 118th street and Eighth avenue, New 
York City. 


During the absence of Mr. Van DeGrief, man- 
ager of Heydenreich’s pharmacy No. 169 Atlan- 
tic avenue, Brooklyn, who has gone to Bermuda 
for his health, the store will be under the man- 
agement of Mr. Der Vender, the head clerk. 


Thomas G. A. Graham, formerly at George 
Gill’s pharmacy, Mt. Vernon, N. Y., and more 
recently with Geety & James, druggists, corner 
of 113th street and Eighth avenue, has resigned 
his position at the latter pharmacy. 


Charles F. Kelly, for the past four and a half 
years in the employ of The Bolton Drug Com- 
pany,corner of Flatbush and St. Mark’s avenues, 
Brooklyn, has resigned his position with the 
said firm. 


Edwin H. Knox, N. Y. C. P., ’92, formerly in 
the retail drug business in Mt. Vernon, N. Y., 
where he failed about a year ago, is now man- 
ager of the Opera Pharmacy, at New Canaan, 

onn. 


J. C. Beatty, N. Y. C. P., ’92, who was recent- 
Vy. with J. C. English, druggist at No. 838 

ighth avenue, New York City, is temporarily 
employed in one of the Flushing, Long Island 
pharmacies. 


Hugo A. Selesky, formerly in the employ of 
H. J. Kempf, druggist at No. 579 Broadway, 
Brooklyn, has accepted a position at the Joseph 
Dahlbender pharmacy, o. 98 Court street, 
Brooklyn. 


Emil Dankworth, who Grs up his position as 
drug clerk in Detroit, Michigan, in order to 
come to this city, and attend lectures at the 
New York College of Pharmacy, has taken a 
position as clerk in Jersey City, 


The drug clerks of Camden have formed an 
organization and elected officers as_ follows: 
President, Charles M. Butcher; Vice-President, 
Charles L. Barrett; Secretary, Charles L. Ross; 
Treasurer, George E. Williams. 


A. Firth, who was the manager of Dayon’s 
pharmacy, at Lexington avenue and 135th street, 
until said store was sold to Hugo Schmelz, is 
about to open a drug store at the corner of 
—. street and Lexington avenue, New York 

ity. 


George R. Sagar, N. Y. C. P., 94, who recent- 
ly resigned his ——- at the Lowe Bros., phar- 
macy, No. 567 Boulevard, New York City, has 
accepted clerkship with J. Horton Uhle, N. Y. 
C. P., ’93, corner of 144th street and Amsterdam 
avenue. 


Harry Hintlian, N. Y. C. P., ’94, recently the 
apothecary of the Northern Dispensary, and 
= with J. K. Oats, druggist at No. 

inth avenue, New York City, has accepted a 

osition at W. M. Olliffe’s pharmacy, No. 

owery. 


At the recent examination of the New York 
City Board of Pharmacy, there were 124 appli- 
cants. This large number was owing to the 
fact that many of the students of the senior class 
at the New York College of Pharmacy tried the 
examination. 


John H. Winters, N. Y. C. P., ’86, who was 
formerly with the Maltine rempeny. as a sales- 
man, is now the manager of C. B. Storey’s phar- 
macy, at Bay Side, Long Island. Mr. Winters 
was previously owner of a pharmacy at New 
Canaan, Conn. 


R. F. Bridier, who has lately been in the em- 
Rloy of H. B. Hunter, druggist, at Asbury Park, 
‘. J., has resigned his position there to take 
a re at William J. Quencer’s pharmacy, 
corner of Fifty-seventh street and Ninth avenue, 
New York City. 


James A. Mallon, for 35 years a druggist in 
Rahway, N. di latterly located at the corner of 
Irving and Cherry streets, died very suddenly 
a few weeks ago. The store has been closed 
since his death, and it is said his widow wishes 
to dispose of it. 


R. H. Timmermann, N. Y. C. P., 96, who 
was lately with L. Koempel, druggist, corner of 
Bedford and Park avenues, Brooklyn, has ac- 
cepted a position at Louis Lehn’s pharmacy, 
corner of Sixty-fourth street and Park avenue, 
New York City. 


W. H. Chamberlin has given up his position 
at M. F. Bender’s pharmacy, corner of Four- 
teenth street and Ninth avenue, New York City, 
in order to devote all his time to his studies at 
the New York College of Pharmacy, where he 
is a senior student. 


H. E. Wrensch, N. Y. C. P., ’93, has entirely 
recovered from his recent illness and is again 
in business, being located in Montclair, N. J., 
the home of his parents, he and his brother own- 
ing a drug store, same being run under the 
name of Wrensch Bros. 


Isadore Fried, N. Y. C. P., ’94, whose suc- 
cessful examination before the Navy Depart- 
ment Pharmacy Board we chronicled in a previ- 
ous issue, has received his commission from 
Washington, and will enlist in a few days as an 
apothecary in the U. S. Navy. 
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John Vetter, Jr., formerly at Dr. Marshall’s 
pharmacy No. 651 Fulton street, and more 
recently with J. F. Windolph, druggist, at No. 
564 State street, Brooklyn, is now at Dr. ke 
Schleimer’s store, “Eagle Pharmacy,” corner of 
Hoyt and Bergen streets, Brooklyn. 


Byron Field,the manager of R. Hudnut’s phar- 
macy, and Dr. Carleton Simon, the eminent 
hypnotist, are great friends and excellent story 
tellers as well. Mr. Field had many interesting 
experiences in Salt Lake City years ago, when 
_—— Young was at the head of the Mormon 
church. 


Joseph Jacobs of Atlanta is stopping at the 
Hotel Majestic with his wife and young son. 
Mr. Jacobs is in robust health having entirely 
recovered from the nervous prostration which he 
suffered from six months ago. He reports busi- 
ness as being most satisfactory indeed, which, 
by the way, is a chronic condition of affairs with 
Mr. Jacobs. 


Peter E. Zahn, N. Y. C. P., ’92, who was with 
druggist J. C. Denner, Sixty-ninth street and 
Columbus avenue, until four months ago, at 
which time he accepted a position as salesman 
of coal wagons of a patented pattern, is about 
to return to the retail drug business, as the sea- 
son for the commodity he is selling at present 
is about coming to a close. 


Ehrich Fuchs, who sold his store on Lexing- 
ton avenue and Eighty-second street, about six 
months ago, and who has since been in the 
electrical business, has again gone back to the 
retail drug business, by purchasing the phar- 
macy of E. Suskin, No. 2086-Third avenue, this 
city. Hugo Kamensky, who was his former 
clerk, will be his assistant in the new store. 


A. C. Dohrmann, N. Y. C. P., ’91, who re- 
signed his position about two months ago at 
Ulrich W. Becker's pharmacy, at Stapleton, S. 
I., because of poor health, has returned from a 
southern sojourn, very much improved. He 
spent a few weeks at Aiken, South Carolina, and 
two weeks at Charlotte, North Carolina. He 
expects to go back to the retail business shortly, 
and he will probably locate in Brooklyn. 


The friends of A. C. Hoefling, N. Y. C. P., 
96, will be pleased to learn that he has entirely 
recovered from his recent illness. Mr. Hoeflin 
was last with W. F. Krembs, druggist, corner o 
Eighty-ninth street and Madison avenue, New 
York City, from which position he resigned 
owing to sickness. He has lately been recuper- 
ating in Connecticut, but has now returned to 
the city ready for business. 


Charles R. Zwingli, N. Y. C. P., ’93, who has 
been the manager of Benjamin Kent’s pharmacy 
on Market street, Paterson, N. J., has been 
obliged to take a vacation upon the advice of 
his physician. He has been troubled with nerv- 
ous prostration due to overwork, and, in addi- 
tion, contracted a very severe cold which af- 
fected his lungs. He has gone for a trip to 
Florida, where he expects to spend the next 
two months. 


Robert J. Hawkes, pharmacist of No. 493 
Tompkins avenue, corner Decatur street, Brook- 
lyn, has remodeled his entire store, and it is now 
one of the handsomest pharmacies in Brooklyn. 
The ceiling and walls are beautiful designs in 
pressed metal, and this together with a new tile 
floor and a new onxy soda water apparatus, give 
the store an entirely different aspect. The pre- 
scription counter is arranged so that the public 
have a full view of every thing that is being 
prepared by the dispenser. Mr. Hawkes stands 
very high in the community and is well thought 
of. He has displayed much taste in all the ap- 

ointments, sat deareee a good deal of credit. 

he store was established many years ago, and 
was formerly known as the Benjamin store. 


The old drug store known as Church’s Phar- 
macy and conducted for many years by Mr. 
Sands the brother of the eminent surgeon b. 
that name and latterly conducted by Henry C. 
Miner, has removed from the corner of Bowery 
and Spring streets to No. 203 Bowery next door 
to the Peoples Theatre, owned by Mr. Miner. 
Mr. Miner although long connected with the 
drug business is known the world over as one 
of the most successful theatre owners, and a very 
prominent member of Congress. The store is 
and has for a number of years been very suc- 
cessfully managed by Geo. W. Hackenberger 
who cannot be praised too highly for his skill 
in conducting a first class pharmacy. He is a 
graduate of the Philadelphia College of Phar- 
macy and obtained most valuable experience 
under the tutorship of Henry C. Blair of the 
same city. This pharmacy is one of the largest 
and best comes pharmacies in the city. he 
building occupies a space of 25x100 feet, 
and the entire building is devoted to this 
business. A remarkably handsome soda foun- 
tain occupies one-half of the first floor store 
and requires three soda “artists” constantly in 
attendance. The second floor is devoted entirely 
to stock and the top to a finely equipped labora- 
tory. 
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NEW YORK CITY BOARD OF PHARMACY. 


At the last examination held February 8th, 125 
applicants appeared for examination of which 104 
passed. Twenty pharmacists were registered 
coring the month. On February 5th the firm of 
Macy & Co. was indicted by the Grand Jury for 
violation of the tos pmay ! law. The next ex- 
amination will be held on March 8th, at 9 a. m. 





CASWELL, MASSEY & CO,’S FIFTH AVENUE 
PHARMACY INVADED BY A RUNAWAY HORSE, 


“Runaway horse!” shouted a clerk in Caswell, 
Massey & Co.’s drug store, Forty-seventh street 
and Fifth avenue, one afternoon last week. 

“Where?” queried a half dozen voices. 

“You'll see in a minute!” yelled the clerk as 
he slid under the counter. 

The next instant there was a crash in the 
large show window to the south of the main 
door, and a chunky black horse attached to a 
large delivery wagon leaped into the store and 
began to thrash about upon the blocks of the 
marble floor. The front truck of the wagon fol- 
lowed him, and as the heavy wheels rolled 
through the opening there was another crash, 
caused by the demolition of a showcase contain- 
ing perfumes and toilet waters, and a five-vallon 
glass jar of colored water which surmounted it. 
When the horse landed his breast struck the 
fancy-work hot-water boiler which stood upon 
the marble slab of the soda water counter. he 
collision knocked the vessel, which was filed 
with boiling water, from its moorings, and it 
fell behind the counter, scattering its contents 
about the floor. Its connection with the feed 
pipe was broken and a stream of steaming water 
shot forth. The horse tried to climb over the 
soda counter. He stamped about, scarring the 
black and white marble of the floor, and every in- 
stant his hoofs threatened to go through the great 
mirror which panels the wall on the south side 
between the show window and the soda water 
stand. 

Robert Nelson, a tall youth of 19 with very 
long arms, was serving soda water when the 
horse arrived. Nelson confessed afterward that 
he was frightened, but he did not desert his 
post. His first idea was to send for somebody— 
the reserves or the ambulance corps from the 
Bergh society—for the horse was badly cut 
about the head, legs, and breast; but when the 
animal essayed to climb over the counter Nelson 
thought it was time to act. So he reached over 
and grabbed the horse by the bridle. 

“Whoa, pony,” he said soothingly. 

The big horse became quiet in an instant, and 
the people began to crawl out from laces. 
The porter, who had been cleaning the glass in 
the front door from the top of a stepladder, de- 
scended from his lofty perch and offered to 
help Nelson hold the horse. Then the driver 
of the rig came along, and explained that the 
horse was blind and a lot of other things. The 
horse was finally backed out of the window and 
the driver placed under arrest. 


STOOL PIGEONS TO CATCH DRUGGISTS. 


Pernicious activity is found in other quarters 
besides certain boards of pharmacy. The follow- 
ing from the “Sun” gives us an idea of how the 
odious pharmacy section of the Raines Liquor 
Law may be enforced against druggists: 

This happened recently in the police recinct 
wherein vice flourishes, under a “reformed” 
police Captain, to a greater extent, though 
= uardedly, than in any other precinct of the city. 

he Captain himself was at least a witness of it. 
A man approached a corner drug store about a 
block from the station house at midnight, 
knocked loudly on the door, and then began to 
groan as if in overmastering pain. The druggist 
came to the door. 

“Give me some brandy,” moaned the man out- 
side, writhing. “For God’s sake hurry up. This 
pain is killing me.’ 

He sank down upon the step in a highly real- 
istic way. Inside the druggist grabbed a vial, 
poured some of its contents into a small glass, 
started to the door, then with a fortunate fore- 
thought hesitated, and walking rapidly to the 
side window, looked out. The police Captain 
stepped into a doorway, but not quite quick 
enough, for the druggist poured the brandy back 
into the bottle, turned icon the light, and re- 
tired. Immediately the man on the door step 
stopped writhing, got up, and walked around the 
corner, where he was jeined by the Captain, who 
accompanied him to the police station. The 
scheme hadn’t worked. Had the druggist car- 
ried out his humane intentions without taking 
precautions he would have been arrested then 
and there and arraigned in police court for a 
violation of the Excise law. Several other drug- 
gists in that precinct have had similar experi- 
ences with the Captain and his detectives. 


Max Stein Dead. 


The many friends of Max Stein will 
be grieved to hear of his death from 
pneumonia at his residence, 59 West 
Twenty-seventh street, this city, Thurs- 
day, February 11th. He was born in 
Germany in 1850, and came to the United 
States many years ago, and was a natural- 
ized citizen of this, his adopted coun- 
try. He was for some time traveler for 
Fritzsche Bros., and in this capacity 
formed a wide acquaintance throughout 
the country. His death was somewhat 
sudden; although hé had been suffering 
from a severe cold for several days ; 
it developed into pneumonia two 
days before he expired. His gen- 
ial ways, unfailing courtesy and 
uprightness of character endeared him to 
his many friends, associates, and all who 
were ‘intimately connected with him in 
his many associations. The funeral ser- 
vices were held at 241 West Twenty-third 
street, Saturday evening, February 13th, 
and were attended by many of his nu- 
merous friends. The interment took 
yay at Woodlawn, Sunday, February 

th. 


Professor Rusby’s Dinner. 


At the recent annual dinner of the 
Alumni Association of the New York 
College of Pharmacy, Prof. Rusby spoke 
of his experiences with Mexican cooking. 
He advised such of his friends as may 
hereafter visit Mexico not to place too 
much reliance upon what they hear about 
the methods of preparing food in that 
country. He attended a dinner party in 
the crater of an extinct volcano, just out- 
side of the City of Mexico, while attend- 
ing the meeting of the Pan-American 
Medical Congress, and came near getting 
nothing to eat, because of his fear of na- 
tive dishes, against which a kind (and 
waggish) friend had warned him. The 
chief articles of food offered were cakes 
made of maize, and called tortillas, baked 
goat meat, and a peculiar dish which he 

had been told was dog meat. Having 
heard that the tortillas were made of 
dough that had been mixed by grimy 
hands and manipulated by untidy Mexi- 
can women, he carefully eschewed tortil- 
las. The idea of eating dog meat was 
naturally repulsive to him, and he could 
not eat the goat meat because he could 
get no salt, and without salt goat meat 
is exceedingly unpalatable to any but a 
native. There was a side dish offered, 
which looked like stewed bugs, and his 
friend assured him that such they were. 
After spending a wretched half hour over 
a piece of goat meat, the Professor ex- 
pressed to an intelligent Mexican friend 
his surprise that the American tastes had 
not been consulted in preparation of the 
dinner. The Mexican gentleman was in 
his turn surprised. “Why, you Ameri- 
cans like turkey, do you not?” he asked. 
“Indeed we do,” responded the professor. 
“T wish that I had some now.” “Well, 
there is the choicest and most delicious 
roast turkey that can be obtained in any 
land,” said the Mexican, pointing to the 
platter of alleged dog meat. The Pro- 
fessor tasted it and found that it was in- 
deed fine roast turkey. He asked about 
the tortillas, and was assured that they 
were prepared in the neatest and cleanest 
manner possible, and found them most 
agreeable to taste. The dish of “stewed 
bugs” proved to be the seeds of a plant 
of the same species as our American 
bean. . 


WESTERN NEW YORK. 


BuFFALO, Feb. 20.—The city papers 
were not eager enough for news to dis- 
cover the conference held here on the 6th 
between a delegation of 40 druggists 
under the auspices of the Erie County 
Pharmaceutical Association and the leg- 
islators from the countv. The meeting 
was on the proposed modifications of the 
Raines law and was _a rather spirited 
affair, especially as Senator Lamy is a 
grocer and saloonkeeper and appears to 
be afraid that the druggists are likely to 
obtain more concessions than, they are 
entitled to and may be getting them at 
the expense of the saloons. 

The druggists began by insisting on an 
amendment of the law that will permit 
them to sell small quantities on a store- 
keeper’s license during Sunday and other 
prohibited hours, in case of emergency; 
the amount will be limited to eight ounces 
of distilled and a pint of fermented 
liquor. It was argued that liquor was 
handled by a druggist exactly like any 
drug and that there should be no pro- 
hibited hours. 

Senator Lamy objected and _ said 
that it would not be good pol- 
icy to ask any concession for Sun- 
day, as the saloons would accuse 
the druggists of bad faith and might also 
oppose it on general grounds. He made 
such a strong argument that the drug- 
gists concluded to modify their demands 
and have since telegraphed to other lead- 
ing pharmacists of the State who are co- 
operating with President Smither and 
the leading druggists here asking them 
to consider the objection and they have 
readily agreed to drop the demand for 
Sunday sales. Senator Lamy agreed to 
the other demands and a lower rate and 
permission to sell between 1 and 5 a. m., 


. will probably be agreed to in the Legis- 


lature. A delegation headed by President 
Smither has since laid the case before 
the Legislature. 

ANTITOXIN IN DEMAND. 

There has been an unusual call of late 
for antitoxin, which this locality took 
up with much zest as soon as it was to be 
had, especially as one of the best-known 
city doctors had died of diphtheria just 
before the specific was placed upon the 
market. The results of its use have been 
uniformly satisfactory, and it is now ac- 
cepted on all sides as a standard remedy. 
So far the imported article is the stand- 
ard, though there is an antitoxin com- 
pany here which is accepted by the local 
druggists and doctors as reliable. It 
has stables at Williamsville near the city. 
Of late the diphtheria cases have appar- 
ently decreased materially, if they are to 
be measured by the demand for anti- 
toxin. 

BUFFALO COLLEGE IN OPERATION. 

The Buffalo College of Pharmacy has 
again started up and will now continue 
without interruption to the end of the 
college year. It is the intention of the 
management to make some _ radical 
changes in the college year as soon as 
possible. As it is now the mid-term ex- 
aminations are just over, there has been 
a week of vacation to give the students 
a breathing time, and the really contin- 
uous work of the year has begun. The 
plan is to begin earlier in the fall so that 
there will be time for the winter exami- 
nations before the holidays and then close 
only once for vacation. In this case there 
will be only one day allowed off for 
Thanksgiving. 
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The new medicines of the Empire State 
Drug company have made their appear- 
ance in the city drug stores, and the re- 
tailers are delighted with them. They 
say that they are able to recommend them 
as they have not been able to anything 
else they have handled, and the result is 
a prompt and ready sale. Being per- 
sonally interested in them, on account of 
their stock in the company, the drug- 
gists are not likely to prefer other goods 
to them. Already from thirty to forty 
different articles have come out. The 
laboratory and general headquarters of 
the company is a very busy place these 
days. 


NEW FIRM AT KINGSTON. 


W. F. Dedrick & Co. is a new firm of 
pharmacists in Kingston, N. Y. The 
business was formerly the property of F. 
J. R. Clarke, who sold out to the new 
firm. Mr. Dedrick is well and favorably 
known both in Kingston and Port Jervis, 
having been manager of Clarke’s phar- 
macy for upwards of ten years, and for 
some time a member of the firm of T. 
R. Anderson & Co., in Port Jervis. 


Brief News Notes. 


O. G. Crandall has bought the drug store at 
Oak and Virginia streets, Buffalo, and not being 
a licensed pharmacist, has placed W. C. Green 
in charge of it. 


Edward A. Kingston, the druggist at Main and 
Ferry streets, Buffalo, who was lately arrested 
on charge of selling liquor without a licénse, 
was acquitted by the Court. 


Hugh A Sloan has bought out his partner, 
William P. Lyman in the old drug store on 
Main street that has so long borne the firm 
name and will continue the business alone. 


Frank S. Cushing has opened an elegant new 
drug store in Lancaster, N. Y., and engaged 
Lewis Trowbridge of Ann Arbor and Univer- 
sity of Buffalo in charge with William E. Dela- 
hunt as as-istant. 


The drug store of Theodore Sweet in the Odd 
Fellows’ Block at St. Catharines, Ont., was 
damaged by fire to the extent of several hundred 
dollars on January 31st. It was insured for 

800. The cause of the fire is not known. 


Burglars entered the Niagara-street drug store 
of Dr. W. C. Gregory, Buffalo, one night lately, 
and carried off about $30 worth of goods. As 
the stolen property was mainly candy and cigars 
the work is supposed to be that of boys. There 
. is no clue to the thieves. The Doctor thinks 
they were more than ordinarily well posted, for 
they carried off a bottle of his beef, iron and 
wine and left all other brands. 


The drug firm of A. J. Smith & Son, of Rich- 
field Springs, established in May 1869, has been 
dissolved by the retirement of A. J. Smith. The 
business will be continued by Willard A. Smith, 
the junior partner, who has had charge of the 
business for the last twenty years, and is a 
practical pharmacist and business man. He is 
a member of the American Pharmacists’ Associa- 
tion and the New York State Association, hav- 
ing been one of the organizers of the latter 

ody. 


Western New York News Notes. 


The drug store of E. C. Davis, of Medina, 
has been sold to J. L. Washburn, formerly 
clerk in the Watson drug store at Perry. 


Allen Remington, a well-known Owego drug 
clerk, has got the position of manager of Horace 
G. Preison’s South Side Pharmacy, Hornellsville. 


Fire in the Hartwell drug store at Lockport on 
the 8th did $6,000 damage to the stock and $1,000 
to the oy The first report very much un- 
derstated the loss. The insurance is ample. 


Druggist A. Felch, whose store is at Utica 
and Jefferson streets, Buffalo, was victimized 
lately by a customer who paid for some goods 
with a forged check. He ferreted the fellow out 
with the aid of the police and has him in jail to 
await trial. 


It is announced that architect Little has pre- 
pared plans for three stores each 30 by 180 feet 
that are to be built opposite the new post office 
at the corner of Swan and Elliott streets. There 


will also be a glass works somewhere on the 
canal in the city. The official circular states 
that over $300,000 of the capital stock has been 
sold since the beginning of the year. 


Alpheus Reynolds has at last got his great drug 
scheme under way and the Buffalo Drug, Paint 
& Glass rg oy has been incorporated. The 
capital is to be $1,000,000 and the business will 
be confined to the wholesale buying and selling 
of drugs which will be bought at first hand in 
London, or the East Indies, and the manufac- 
ture and sale of the glassware that is connected 
with the trade. 

Mr. Reynolds has been at work on the idea a 
long time. So enthusiastic and eager was he 
that not a few of the people who knew himcalled 
him visionary and openly ridiculed the under- 
taking. It looks now as though it would go 
through, Mr. Reynolds is temporary president 
of the company. 


There is a struggle between the health author- 
ities of Silver Creek and Dr. E. R. Hopkins, one 
of the leading doctors of the town. he nerv- 
ous health board insists on magnifying minor 
disorders into scarlet fever and diphtheria and 
quarantining the premises. This often keeps 
business men either at home or away from it 
and creates hardness. One citizen declares that 
a case of worms will yet be made a reason for 
ordering a quarantine. 


The Empire State Drug Company is overrun 
with orders from various parts of the State and 
the management is greatly elated over the ap- 
parent success of the new venture. The pro- 
prietary medicines having been accepted by the 
trade the next move will be to send out fluid 
extracts, essential oils and the like. There is 
already about 100 gallons of this class of goods 
ready for bottling. The good opinion of the 
venture on the part of the local members of the 
trade continues. 


A druggist located near the Broadway market 
and whom the authorities decline to name, on 
account of his tender regard for his trade, has 
been going the rounds of the police stations like 
a wild man, because it has been discovered that 
a former clerk in the store was a_ medical 
student and kept human bones in the basement 
for study. Quite a lot of these remains were 
lately discovered in a refuse heap and a murder 
was suspected, but the explanation was_ suffi- 
cient, though the druggist has fears that it will 
be too explicit and spoil his soda water trade 
if his name gets out, so the authorities are 
covering him up. 


BUFFALO COLLEGE OF PHARMACY. 


Hon. Arthur W. Hickman, lecturer on Phar- 
macal Jurisprudence, has begun his series 
of lectures to the Senior class, the first one be- 
ing on General Law. 

Medical session examinations were held Janu- 
ary 18th to 22d inclusive, followed by a week’s 
vacation before the final half year. 

The first section of Professor Gregory’s stere- 
opticon exhibit of prescriptions gathered from 
different files, was shown to the Senior students, 
before the close of the first term. ary 

Professor Hill loaned his focal projection ap- 
paratus, and described its manipulation. Profes- 
sor Long was present in charge of a class from 
the Medical Department, and also assisted in elu- 
cidating the problems offered. . 

The exhibits covering quite a range of practice, 
are much appreciated by the class, who are in- 
terrogated by Professor Gregory, and permitted 
to make comments on such prescriptions as pre- 
sented. : . 

Varsity athletics are looking up. Men in all 
departments are taking interest, and in conse- 
quence the University of Buffalo will be well 
represented in the field of sports the comin 


season. A Hockey team is the latest organized, 
and it his already proved a_winner. number 
of Canadian ex-champion Hockey players are 


attending the University, and will add strength 
to the team. ar 

The Athletic Association is considering the 
project of a base ball team, which they may 
uniform and send east to play other colleges. — 

Dr. Charles Cary of the Medical Faculty, is 
working up enthusiasm for a boat crew. The 
Doctor is very prominent in athletics, and is 
Captain of Buffalo’s crack Polo team. 

Professor Gregory took the Senior class out to 
Lancaster lately, to inspect the glass works. 


State Board Defeated. 


The following is a copy of an opinion 
rendered quite recently by Judge An- 
drews of the Supreme Court of New 
York State, granting the application 
made on behalf of Albert R. Griffith for 
an order directing the State Board of 


12! 


Pharmacy to issue a license to him to 
carry on a drug store in Jamestown, 
Chautauqua Co. The application was 
strenuously opposed by the counsel of 
the State Board of Pharmacy, and is, we 
understand, the first instance m which an 
application of this kind has been grant- 
ed. There have been some previous ap- 
plications in this department and in 
other departments by residents of New 
York County, but their applications 
have been denied. 
OPINION OF JUDGE ANDREWS. 


This is an application for an order directing the 
State Board of Pharmacy to issue a license to 
Albert R. Griffith to practice pharmacy in Chau- 
tauqua County. Section 184 ol Ge Public Health 
law (1 R. S., p. 860, 9th ed.) provides among other 
things, as follows: “Any person who on the 
24th day of May, 1884, was entitled to be licensed 
as a pharmacist, but who failed within ninety 
days thereafter to apply to the State Board for 
a license, may within ninety days after this 
chapter takes effect, on eight days’ notice to the 
secretary of such board, apply to the Supreme 
Court at a Special Term in the district where 
such applicant resides for an order directing 
such Board to issue such license; and such 
Court may grant such order on proof of good 
cause for neglect to so apply, and such board 
shall issue such license on receipt of a certined 
copy of such order served on the Secretary of 
such Board.” The only questions presented on 
this application are (1) whether the applicant 
was entitled to be licensed as a pharmacist on 
May 24, 1884, and (2) whether he has shown 
good cause for his neglect to apply for a license 
within ninety days after such 24th of May, 
With regard to the first question, I have reached 
the conclusion that the applicant was entitled to 
such license at that date. Section 3 of chapter 
361, which was an act to establish a State Board 
of Pharmacy and to regulate the practice of 
pharmacy throughout the State of New York, 
except in the Counties of New York, Kings and 
Erie, declaring that ‘‘any person’? who, at the 
time of the passage of the Act, possessed cer- 
tain qualifications, shall be granted a license 
by said board of pharmacy to practice as a 
pharmacist upon compliance with certain re- 
quirements, which were that the party claiming 
to be entitled to a license should make a writ- 
ten application to such board, within ninety 
days after the passage of the act. It is true that 
section 14 provides that the Act shall not apply 
to the Counties of New York, Kings, and Erie, 
but it does not appear to me that this section 
disqualifies persons, who happened to reside in 
either of those counties from applying to the 
State Board for a license to practice pharmacy 
in other portions of the State. As I understand 
the matter, each of said three counties, at the 
time of the passage of said Act of 1884, had a 
local Board of Pharmacy, and the obvious in- 
tention of this provision was, that persons who 
desired to practice pharmacy in either of those 
three counties, must obtain a license from the 
local Board. This view, however, is confirmed by 
chapter 181 of the Laws of 1889, which limited 
the right given by said Act of 1884 to “any per- 
son,” otherwise qualified, to apply for a license; 
for said chapter 181, among other things, de- 
clared that to entitle any person to a license as 
a resident pharmacist, from any board of phar- 
macy created under the laws of the State, he 
must prove to the Board of Pharmacy to which 
application is made, in addition to the present 
requirements of the law relating to the granting 


of licenses by such boards, that he is a resident © 


of the city, county or district, for which the 
Board of Pharmacy to which application is made 
is created, or, if a non-resident, that he intends 
to practice in said city, county or district. In all 
other respects, the applicant shows that he 
comes within the provisions of the Act of 1884, 
and of said sections 184 and 185 of the Public 
Health Law. He was, at the time of the passage 
of the Act of 1884, carrying on the business of 
retailing or dispensing drugs, medicines or 
poisons; he was practicing pharmacy on his own 
account, and he was then over the age of 21 
years; he also held a certificate of registration 
from a board of pharmacy legally created under 
the laws of this State, namely, the Board of 
Pharmacy of the City and County of New York; 
and he then held a diploma as a pa of a 
corporate college of pharmacy of this State, 
namely, the Albany College of Pharmacy; he 
also shows that he intends to practice pharmacy 
in Chautauqua County, for which county he 
desires a license; also that he has not applied 
for a license or been examined by any other 
Board of Pharmacy of this State and been re- 
fused a license within six months immediately 
preceding his application to the State Board. 

am also of the opinion that the applicant hag 
furnished proof of good cause for his neglect to 
apply for a license within the time limited by 
previous statutes. At the time of the passage of 
the act of 1884 he was engaged in the drug busi- 
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ness, not only at the City of New York, but also 
at Oil City, Pennsylvania, and was at ‘his place 
of business at Oil City during the time when he 
might have applied for a license, and he did 
not learn of the passage of the Act or return to 
this State until long after the expiration of the 
time limited by the statute. Motion granted. 

Mr. Griffiths was represented before 
Judge Andrews by Wayland E. Benja- 
min, of 150 Nassau street, this city, while 
the State Board of Pharmacy had for 
counsel, Hedges & Erdman. 

As we go to press we learn that the 
State Board of Pharmacy have obtained a 
stay of proceedings in the above case 
pending an appeal to the Appellate Divis- 
ion of the Supreme Court. 


The Knock-Out Drop Law. 


A bill has been introduced into the 
New York Senate by Mr. Martin to 
amend the penal code by adding a sec- 
tion to be known as section four hundred 
and twelve with a view of suppressing the 
use of “knock-out” drops. The bill reads 
as follows: 

Sec. 412, subdivision 1. A person (other than a 
duly licensed physician or surgeon engaged in 
the lawful practice of his profession) who has in 
his possession any narcotic or anaesthetic sub- 
stance, compound or preparation, capable of 
producing stupor or unconsciousness, with intent 
to administer the same or cause the same to be 
administered to another, without the _latter’s 
consent, unless by direction of a duly licensed 
physician, is guilty of a felony, punishable by 
imprisonment in the State prison for not more 
than ten years. 

2. The possession by any person (other than 
as exempted in the foregoing subdivision) of 
any such narcotic or anaesthetic substance or 
compound, concealed or furtively carried on the 
person, is presumptive evidence of an intent to 
administer the same or cause the same to be 
administered in violation of the provisions of this 
section. 

The bill passed the Senate, but was 
opposed in the Assembly and held over 
with a view to making a few amend- 
ments in it, as it seems to be rather loose- 
ly drawn. At first glance it would seem 
to be so constructed as to bear unfavor- 
ably upon the druggist, but upon close 
study it does not seem to be open to 
serious objection and all are agreed that 
the object of the measure is an admirable 
one, viz.; to prevent the surreptitious ad- 
ministration of narcotics, with criminal 
intent. 


A Victory for Wood’s Sons. 


New Haven, Feb. 20.—Last Septem- 
ber a prescription was handed to a clerk 
in Wood’s drug store, in this city, calling 
for a cholera mixture. The prescription 
was filled and the messenger returned to 
the house of Mark Faber, who had sent 
him for the medicine. It was alleged that 
Faber took the contents of the bottle and 
was taken violently ill. After about two 
hours of agony Faber died. Medical ex- 
aminer White performed an autopsy and 
at the inquest the finding of Coroner Mix 
was that the deceased came to his death 
by poisoning from aconite, sold him in- 
stead of cholera mixture, by mistake, by 
a clerk in the employ of Wood’s Sons. A 
brother of Faber then brought suit for 
$10,000 damages against the druggists. 
The trial of the suit was held the first part 
of this month and resulted in a complete 
vindication for the druggists, who are 
among the leading firms in New Haven 
and known all over Connecticut. There 
was rather sensational testimony at the 
trial as the defense raised the question as 
to whether Faber was murdered or com- 
mitted suicide. Both sides introduced 
expert medical testimony. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Massachusetts Alumni Meet. 

Boston, Feb. 19.—The first annual 
midwinter meeting of the Massachusetts 
College of Pharmacy Alumni Associa- 
tion was held on Thursday evening in 
the American House. Thirty-five mem- 
bers were present. J. S. Bonney, presi- 
dent, occupied the chair, and, after din- 
ner, read a paper on technical matters. 
F. L. Decker, of Salem, also read an in- 
teresting paper. 

Poison Law Is Imperfect. 

A hearing was given in the State House 
recently by the Committee on Public 
Health, on matters suggested in the an- 
nual report of the Board of Pharmacy. 
Henry M. Whitney, chairman of the 
board, appeared before the committec 
and stated that the present poison law is 
imperfect. He did not wish to open up a 
discussion, but he was strongly of the 
opinion that the wishes of the board had 
not been fully understood. No special 
legislation is needed, he said. 

William W. Bartlett, of Boston, presi- 
dent of the Massachusetts Druggists’ Al- 
liance, spoke on the subject. The mat- 
ter has been taken under consideration by 
the committee. 


Lawrence Drug Clerks. 

The annual meeting and dinner of the 
Lawrence Drug Clerks’ Association took 
place on Monday evening at the Essex 
House, in that city. Every member 
of the association was present, and 
gave the toastmaster, George A. 
Bradshaw, the greatest time of his 
life. Two hours were passed at 
the dinner table and then the large 
company was called to order. 
Speeches were made by William Duffy, 
R. Fordyce Smith, John Patrick, Edwin 
Watts, Harry B. Call, and Albert Kelley, 
who responded to the toast “A Lone 
Drug Store Run by One Lone Clerk;” 





Albert Mathes, William Whitaker, Ed- 


ward Murphy, and George E. Wardrobe, 
the latter speaking on “How to Push 
Your Own Preparations.” 

The affair was one of the most enjoy- 
able in the Association’s history, and it 
was the sentiment of all that the annual 
meetings should take place at least four 
times a year. 

Sweeping Cigarette Bill. 

A sweeping anti-cigarette bill has been 
introduced in the Maine Legislature by 
S. J. Walton, of Skowhegan. It pro- 
vides that whoever by himself, his clerk, 
servant or agent, directly or indirectly 
manufactures for sale, sells, or offers for 
sale, has in his possession with intent to 
sell, or give away, any cigarettes, shall 
be punished by a fine not exceeding $50, 
or by imprisonment not exceeding sixty 
days. 

LEAD STOPPERS POISONOUS. 


Boston, Feb. 4.—One of the recent 
matters which have been called to the 
attention of the State Board of Health 
is the lead poisoning resulting from 
drinking of carbonated waters, sarsa- 
parilla, lemon soda, etc., which have been 
put up in bottles having metallic stop- 
pers. A sample of the lemon soda 
analyzed showed traces of lead. This 
test led to other analyses, and thirty sam- 
ples showed traces of lead, the largest 
amount of the poison being equivalent 
to 0.27 of a grain per gallon. Secretary 
Abbott of the Board says that lead is a 


cumulative poison, and while a few parts 

of a grain taken every day might not 
show evil effects, continual additions 
would result in a sudden exhibition of 
the symptoms of poisoning. 


H. W. BOYD ELECTED MANAGING DIRECTOR 
OF THE SALEM AND SOUTH DAN- 
VERS OIL CO. 


H. W. Boyd, who has for the past five 
years acted as manager of the Salem 
Chemical and Supply Co., of Salem, 
Mass., was recently also elected manag- 
ing director of the Salem and South Dan- 
vers Oil Co. This concern has recently 
added several new buildings to its plant 
and has thus very much enlarged its ca- 
capacity. The great success met with by 
Mr. Boyd during his association with the 
Chemical and Supply Co. has amply 
proven his ability as a manager and the 
Oil Company are to be congratulated on 
their selection. 


Heard Around Boston. 

J. H. Lynch of Cambridgeport has bought the 
drug store of Joseph Connolly on Newton street, 
Waltham. 

C. W. Kinder, of Newtonville, has removed to 
Georgetown, and is about to open a drug store 
in that village. 

A Beverly “cutter,” has engaged one-half of a 
page of a local daily for one month, in which to 
advertise cut prices. 

It is expected that on or about the first of 
April, Dr. Arthur Hudson will occupy his new 
drug store in Newton. 

Henry D. Huggan, of East Boston, druggist, 
has been shaped president of the East Boston 
Citizens’ Trade Association. 

Sandwiches and crackers are supplied to soda 
customers at the Woodward Drug store, cor- 
ner of Tremont and Bromfield streets. 

C. S. Lombard is proprietor of four drug 
stores in Suffolk and Middlesex counties. He 
has just opened the fourth in West Somerville. 

Fire in the Amesbury pharmacy, Amesbury, 
on the morning of February 13th, and caused a 
loss of $3,000; insured for $1,800. John Tuite is 
the manager. 

Martin C. Cruse, clerk in the Belmont phar- 
macy, Brockton, was struck on the head by a 
transom the other day, and was rendered sense- 
less. It was found after he revived that several 
stitches would have to be taken in his —- He 
is at his post of duty, but not feeling at all well. 

One of the finest calendars issued by any at 

any this year was issued last month py 
Johnson & Co., of Boston, proprietors o no 
son’s Anodyne Liniment. It has been sent to 
every athletic club in the country. One of the . 
features of the engraving is the head of an 
athlete. 

Hon! Percival Blodgett, chairman of the Board 
of Selectmen of Templeton, is again being urged 
by his fellow-citizens to stand for _re- ek 
He has signified his intention of coecerony Bing 
serve, but there have been urgent requests from 
all quarters, and he may reconsider his inten- 
tion. Mr. Percival, by the way, is the only 
pharmacist in his part of the town who has a 
sixth-class license. 


Massachusetts Matters. 


Walter F. Stevens of Haverhill, a — 
was married recently to one of the city’s belles, 
Miss Mary H. Driscoll. 

By order of the receiver the drug store and 
fixtures of W. A. Prince Co., in Chestnut 
street, Springfield, will be sold by auction. 

If satisfactory terms can be made William F. 
Heagney of Clinton, druggist, wil effect a com- 
promise with his creditors and continue busi- 
ness. 

Arrangements have been completed by E. H. 
Galligan to open a new drug store in Sharon, 
to be conducted in connection with his store in 
Canton. 

Henry A. Burdett, a popular druggist in Clin- 
ton, who was postmaster in that town under the 
Harrison administration, is again a candidate 
for the same office. 

Hollister & Co., druggists, Westfield, have 
dissolved ag gg be two junior mem- 
bers of the firm, Henry B. Prout and G . 
Judson, will carry — , business under the 
firm name of Prout & Judson. 

Among the removals in Springfield is mention- 
ed that of E. eonard, druggist, who has 
removed his stock F fixtures from No. 62 
Main street to No. 
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New England Affairs. 


Alfonzo F. Marsh of Old Town, Me., druggist, 
has assigned. 


E. Hutchins of Augusta, Me., druggist, has 
ma a an assignment. 


Dr. G. A. Roberts, of Castleton, Vt. 


, druggist, 
is reported insolvent. 


Improvements are being made in the C. W. 
Howe drug store, Rochester, N. H. 


Seidel & Guiney have opened their new drug 
store in the Masonic block, Biddeford, Me. 


R. B. Bancroft, a druggist in New Britain, 
Conn., has been nominated for the city council. 


A handsome new soda fountain has been 
— by C. H. Beane, druggist, in Gardiner, 
Me. 


” 


The “Modern Pharmac has succeeded to 
ee : ity" meen of Charles A. Nelson at Bris- 
tol, N. 


S. W. Smith, druggist, of Derby, Me., has 
moved his business to the P. J. Patrick store in 
Main street. 


Hiram Horsman, of the Percy Lord pharmacy, 
in St. Croix Valley, Me., has entered Bowdoin 
College to study medicine. 


J. W. Cone, druggist, will soon move into his 
new store in Waterbury, Conn., which has just 
been finished in mahogany. 


Extensive gonaiee are being made in the drug 
store of A. Kimball, East Machias, Me. The 
fixtures will be in massive oak. 


Judge H. O. Bowers has been appointed per- 
manent trustee of the assigned Patten & Brown 
Drug Company, Middleton, Conn. 


Arthur Clarke has recovered from his recent 
illness so_as to be able to resume his duties A 
ee er & Knowlton’s drug store, in Concord, 


An aires in the Noyes Drug Store, in Nor- 
way, Me., has wo ok by Frank Kim- 
ball of Woodsville, H., who has tisposed of 
his business there. 


Five thousand bottles of Munyon’s rheumatic 
cure were given away, free of expense, at the 
Bangor, Me., Commercial office a few days ago. 
Only one bottle to a caller. 


The Puritana Compound Company is having 
a million copies of an_ advertising pamphlet 
printed in Concord, N. H._ Forty tons of white 
paper have been contracted for. 


At the recent election of officers of the Hart- 
ford, Conn., Druggists’ Association, Lester H. 
Goodwin was chosen president; John Service 
vice-president; Charles H. Ball, secretary, and 
Charles L. Hubbard, treasurer. 


One of the finest drug stores in Hope Valley, 
R. I., is owned by David P. Cabot. He has re- 
cently moved his stock and fixtures to Victor 
L’Hereaux’s new block, and the old building has 
been moved away. It is one of the oldest frame 
buildings in the valley. 


W. H. Clarke of St. Stephen, N. B., has 
bought the Laughlin drug store in Milltown, N. 
B. and will conduct it in connection with his 
other pharmacy. Miss Elizabeth Clarke, the 
only woman in New Brunswick holding a diplo- 
ma from the New Brunswick, Pharmaceutical 
Society, will have charge of the Milltown store. 


A man named C. Lucier arrived in Bur- 
lington, Vt., not Tae ago and began at once 
pilfering from drug stores. His weakness was 
perfumery. He represented himself as a drum- 
mer and while carrying on a conversation would 
carelessly, ap yarently, handle the bottles on the 
show cases, slipping a bottle in his pocket when 
ever the rere: F permitted. He got in his 
work at Belrose’s, J. W. O’Sullivan’s ~ 
at Loveland’s pharmacies; after operatin 
other places he proceeded to get drunk, pos. for 
a time disappeared but was found later at Sen 
Junction, and taken to jail. 


PENNSYLVANIA, 





Business Outlook Improving. 


PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 20.—During the 
past week business has taken on a more 
hopeful outlook and most of the whole- 
sale houses report an increase in orders. 
There is hardly any doubt but that the 
druggists have been buying only in 
such quantities as they were obliged to 
and for this reason their stock is not 
very large. Owing to this, it is thought 
that when the boom does take place that 
it will be a good one and business for 
some time to come will show a great 
improvement. The grippe is here as well 
as pneumonia and typhoid fever and the 
doctors and druggists are kept busy. The 
prescription trade is very large and as 
there is a good profit in this kind of 
business for once the retailers have little 
complaint to make. Most of the im- 
provement in the prescription trade is 
noticeable in the residential districts al- 
though the retail druggists in the busi- 
ness section also state that their sales are 
better than they have been for some 
time. The wholesale dealers are quite 
jubilant over the improvement and some 
of them have to work cheir employees 
extra time to fill their orders. It seems 
that the improvement is not centered in 
any one locality, as orders are coming 
from all sections. Most of the change is, 
however, from the country districts 
which is generally the case. The local 
retail dealers are buying in larger quan- 
tities and are paying more attention to 
their payments, which is considered a 
good sign. 


FRANKLIN INSTITUTE ELECTS OFFICERS. 


At the annual meeting of the Franklin 
Institute officers were elected as follows: 
President, John Birkinbine; vice-presi- 
dent, W. P. Tatham; secretary, Wm. H. 
Wahl; treasurer, Samuel Sartain. The 
chemical section of the Institute also held 
their annual election of officers and 
elected for president Dr. Joseph W. 
Richards, of Bethlehem, and for secre- 
tary, Lyman F. Kebler, of Philadelphia. 


AN IMPORTANT INFRINGEMENT SUIT. 


Charles E. Hires company has brought 
suit against George A. Hires, Joseph H. 
Ingersoll, and Robert C. Ingersoll, trad- 
ing as the George A. Hires & Company, 
in the Common Pleas Court No. 3 in 
this city. In the bill filed by Mr. Hires, 
he sets forth that the company was duly 
organized under the laws of Pennsylva- 
nia for the sale of drugs, medicines and 
other articles, including the manufacture 
and the sale of large quantities of what 
is known as “Hires’ Root Beer,” and 
that they have been extensively engaged 
in the manufacture of Hires’ Root Beer, 
selling large quantities throughout the 
United States and foreign countries. 
In April, 1879, the label was registered 
according to law in the Patent Office of 
the United States; since 1878 they have 
extensively manufactured this article, and 
it has increased from 864 bottles in 1878 
to 3,531,924 in 1895. The court is asked 
to restrain the defendants from marketing 
a preparation put up in similar style as 
that marketed by them. A hearing was 
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held on February 17 at which the court 
took the matter under advisement. It is 
thought an opinion will be rendered 
within a week or two. 


RETAIL GROCERS ACT ON FOOD LAWS. 


The Retail Grocers’ Association, which 
is composed of the leading members of 
the trade throughout the State, held a 
meeting in this city on February 18. The 
object of this committee is to watch and 
carefully consider all legislation intro- 
duced at Harrisburg, in any way affect- 
ing the trade, and to secure amendments 
to the present Pure Food laws. This will 
meet with the approbation of the drug- 
gists who have had considerable experi- 
ence with the Pure Food Commissioners. 


AN IMPORTANT ITEM. 


One of the greatest surprises recently 
sprung on the trade was the judgment is- 
sued against R. Hovarth & Bro., of Ches- 
ter. This is one of the oldest drug houses 
in Delaware County, it being in existence 
in this place for over forty years, and the 
announcement that the house was in diffi- 
culty caused considerable surprise. It is, 
however, believed that the affair may be 
tided over as the judgment brought was 
only for $4,587.50. The cause of the trou- 
ble is said to be with the firm endorsing 
paper for a stationery house in Chester 
which recently failed. 


THREATS OF LYNCHING. 


Dr. Thomas L. Johnston has been 
sentenced to twenty years’ imprisonment 
for the killing of Druggist George S. 
Henry, last September at Duncannon. 
Mr. Henry was well known in this city, 
and he had many friends in the trade. It 
is generally thought the prisoner escaped 
hanging owing to the able defence put 
up by his lawyers, and there is some 
threat of lynching him. This can not be 
accomplished as he is now locked in the 
Eastern Penitentiary in this city, where 
he will be put at some kind of work, al- 
though his sentence calls for solitary con- 
finement. 


Philadelphia Notes. 
Decatur Mulligan, 509 North Twenty-ninth 


street, has been re-elected as School Director 
in the 11th ward. 


B. L. Smedley, who for a number of years 
has conducted the store at Twenty-first and 
— streets, has been re-elected to City Coun- 
cils. 


James T. White, the well-known druggist, who 
conducts the store at Franklin street and Colum- 
bia avenue, has been confined to his home for 
the past three weeks with a severe cold, which 
has now developed into the grip. 


New Pharmacists in New Hamp- 
shire. 


At the last examination of candidates 
by the New Hampshire Pharmacy Board 
the following named candidates were 
awarded certificates: Alba C. Booth, of 
Montpelier, Vt.! George E. Murphy, 
Concord, N. H.; George Treggett, Ber- 
lir, N. H.; Charles G. Dunnington, 
Manchester, N. H.; Charles F. Pope, 
Berlin; Harry R. Nye, Littleton: Edgar 
R. Castor, Manchester; O. A. Twichell, 
Milan, N. H.; George Fi. Dickerson, 
Portsmouth, N. 

In the junior a ities Herbert I. 
Taylor, of Portsmouth, N. H., was certi- 
fied as assistant pharmacist. 
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W. A. Hover & Co. have recently remodeled 
their office, and put in large, handsome upright 
show cases for the display of samples, and made 
changes in their desks which gives them con- 
siderable more room, and adds to the appear- 
ance of their counting room. 


D. B. Comer, traveling salesman for Finlay, 
Dicks & Co., New Orleans, will quit the road 
January 1, 1897, after twenty years’ experience 
as traveling salesman. His last year was the 
most successful he ever had, during which he 
sold $81,000. He made twelve trips of fifteen 
days each. 


OHIO. 


Cincinnati. 

CrncinnaTl, O., Feb. 18.—Through 
a mistake made by someone, Gus- 
tave Falk, druggist at Winton Place, was 
yesterday the victim of an accident which 
will not alone destroy his eyesight, but 
disfigure him for life. Whether or not 
the mistake was due to carelessness on 
his part or whether it was made at a 
wholesale drug house has not as yet been 
discovered. However it may be he 
was badly burned about the face and is 
suffering excruciating agony. About 8 
o'clock yesterday morning Mr. Falk was 
given a prescription to fill. It called for 
several oxidizable substances. Mr. Falk 
reached tor another article to mix with 
theni, but instead got hold of a bottle 
containing chlorate of potash. He put 
the articles in a mortar and began to 
grind them with a pestle, when sudden- 
ly there was an explosion which shook 
the building. The clerk in the drug 
store rushed out to see what had oc- 
curred, but could not discern anything 
for a minute or two owing toa whitish 
cloud which arose as a result of the ex- 
plosion. However, Mr. Falk was yelling 
with pain and when the cloud had "passed 
away he was picked up and Dr. H. S. 
Hinckley immediately telephoned for. 
Mr. Falk was then taken to his home 
and everything known to medical science 
was done for him, but he will lose the 
sight of both eyes. All persons who 
have studied chemistry know that it is 
almost suicide to grind chlorate of pot- 
ash with any other oxidizable substance, 
and, therefore, Mr. Falk could not have 
made the mistake through ignorance. 
None of the particulars could be ob- 
tained as to just how the accident oc- 
curred on account of the serious condi- 
tion of Mr. Falk. The latter may have 
grabbed the wrong jar or there might 
have been the wrong label on it. 


THE STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY 


met in Columbus on the 16th inst. and 
passed upon the examination papers of 
applicants recently examined in this city. 
Out of about 19 applicants the follow- 
ing were awarded certificates: 
Pharmacists—F. H. Hines, W. H. Pe. Jennie 
M. Fdmiston, FE. Z. Aylsworth, J. H. Moody, 
H. Steinle, G. W. Wiles. F. W. Guan 

S. Schribner, Chester. A. Baird, C. R. McCauley, 
Moses Gardiner, F. Meyers, Jos. F. Gast, W. 
F. Mea has B. Dibble R. A. Nicholson, C. A. 
Nichols, T. Ford, George H. Wetjen, B. F. 
Brown, ie W. Umpleby, C. G. Marvin, John 
Gallagher, TJ. Messmer, Rollin M. Haum, H. 
F. Riden, Henry W. Heberle, C. C. Weisen- 
bareer, A. W. Fens, N. J. Ullmann, J. B. Hors- 
ley, A Hil 

Assistant aaa Ww. 7 E. D. 
Rutledge, C. B. Clapp, R. E. Plath, B. J. ae 
Charles Ehlers, Oscar Paul, Chas. Ward, i 
Halten, R. A. Dudley, Arno Bohm, H. J. ao 
berg, James Massman, Alfred H. Schnell. 


President Julius Grere announced that 
a called meeting of the board would be 
held March 16 at 8.30 a. m., at which 
other examination papers would be 
passed upon, and that all applications 
would have to be in by March 10, 1897. 


News About Town. 


Ashley Lloyd has returned from Louisville 
whither he went to attend the wholesale drug- 
gists’ meeting. 


Dr. John C. Otis was married to a belle of 
Covington last Monday morning. The couple 
went east on their honeymoon trip. 


Robert Groenland and Bros. are starting a 
new store at the south east corner of Sixth and 
Elm streets in the Lamar Building. 


John Darraugh, Jr., who has had a drug store 
at Richmond street and Central avenue for years 
has moved to Central avenue opposite Genesee 
street. 


Billy Salt has purchased the drug store at the 
foot of Broadway which belonged to the late 
Ward Robinson. The purchase price was in the 
neighborhood of $1,000. 


George Budde who has charge of the sundry 
department of the big stock of the Stein, Vogeler 
Company, says business is improving. The firm 
is receiving good sized orders from all quarters. 


The funeral of Frank W. Luebbing, the vener- 
able father of ex-Assistant State Dairy and Food 
Commissioner, who died last Wednesday, was 
held Friday from the residence of his son-in-law, 
A. E. Merkel, of 48 Liddle Place. The deceased 
was 70 years old and had lived in Cincinnati for 
more than 50 years. The interment took place 
at the German Protestant Cemetery. 


Cleveland Notes. 


Dr. Beeman, of pepsin gum fame, is spending 
the winter at Palm Beach, Fla. 


T. T. Bower and R. C. Spohn, who figured in 
the defunct U. T. A. of Detroit, have opened a 
new drug store at Toledo, where they were 
formerly engaged in the retail business. 


Jos Schindler some time manager of Mery’s 
pharmacy. ‘Toledo, is doing admirably in the 
store recently purchased by him from F. G. 
Bowers, who made an assignment some months 
ago. 








MICHIGAN. 


Condition of Trade. 


Detroit, Mich., Feb. 18.—Detroit job- 
bers say there has been a gratifying re- 
vival in trade during the last month. 
Nearly all of the wholesalers and manu- 
facturers have taken on additional trav- 
eling salesmen. Perfumery seems to be 
moving a little more freely than other 
lines, although all show an improvement. 
Another sign of prosperity is indicated 
by collections which are reported as 
quite satisfactory. 





* * 


The law of Michigan now provides 
that a physician who keeps a drug store 
must have a registered pharmacist and 
an assistant. A bill has been introduced 
in the Legislature by Representative 
Chamberlain providing that if the doctor 
attends the store himself he may dis- 
pense with the assistant. 

The junior pharmacy class in the 
Michigan University has elected the fol- 
lowing officers for the present term: 
President, Edward Schiller, of Illinois: 
vice-president, Miss Anna Coulter, of 
Michigan; secretary, M. B. Hawes. of 
Michigan; treasurer, L. Short, of Mich- 
igan; historian, L. E. Minot of Illinois. 


KILLING CATS IN THE PULPIT. 


Rev. Laufman, a Methodist minister, 
of Cadillac, Mich., recently obtained a 
small package of nicotine from Parke. 
Davis & Co., of Detroit, and illustrated 
a Sunday afternoon lecture on the evils 
of tobacco by placing a small drop of it 
upon the tongues of two cats, producing 
death in a few seconds. The experiment 
produced a profound impression and has 
been widely commented upon by the 
press. It took place in the pulpit. 


MICHIGAN BOARD OF PHARMACY. 


The Board of Pharmacy will hold a 
meeting for the examination of candi- 
dates in the Blodgett Building, corner of 
Ottawa a d Louis streets, Grand Rapids, 
Tuesday and Wednesday, March 2d and 
3d, 1897, commencing at 9 o’clock a. m., 
Tuesday. All candidates must be pres- 
ent at that hour. Before taking the ex- 
amination candidates must file their ap- 
plications with the secretary, F. W. 
Perry, Detroit, one week before the ex- 
amination, and must furnish affidavits 
showing that they have had the practical 
or college experience required. 

Applications for examination and 
blank forms for affidavits for practical 
or college experience may be obtained 
from the secretary. Other meetings will 
be held during the year, as_ follows: 
June 28th and 29, at Detroit (Star Is- 
land); August (date announced later), at 
Sault Ste. Marie; November 2d and 3d, 
at Lansing. 


Told Briefly. 


Ennest & Fralick, have placed an order with 
Morrisson, Plummer & Co., for a new drug 
store at Maple City, Mich. 


Verne W. Cole, of Cole’s Pharmacy, Petoskey, 
is suffering from an attack of appendicitis, and 
attending physicians fear an operation will be 
necessary. 


Peck Bros., Grand Rapids, have improved the 
appearance of their model store, with several 
handsome plate glass showcase counters, with 
marble base. 


J. W. Armstrong, Middleville, has purchased 
the Dr. Hanlon block on the north side and 
after remodeling it will move his drug stock 
from the south side. 


The Whitney Drug Stock, recently moved 
from Wayland to Plainwall, was taken possession 
of February 10th by E. Bushman, who holds a 
chattel mortgage on same. 


F. W. Van Wickle has sold a half interest in 
his drug, grocery and commission business at 
Shelby, to C. D. Lewis, and the style of the new 
firm will be Van Wickle & Lewis. 


Thomas Peck, senior member of the whole- 
sale and retail firm of Peck Brothers, Grand 


. Rapids, in ee = with his son is making a 


bicycle tour of Italy, Spain and France. 

R. E. Bower, formerly of Bower & Barber, 
Petoskey, has just opened a_fine modern pre- 
scription drug store in the Post Office Block, 
under the style of The Petoskey Pharmacy. 


C. A. Barnes, Otsego, has moved his drug and 
stationery stock from his old location to a 
newly fitted store in the Bank Block and has one 
of the lightest and brightest stores in the town. 


Nelson Hower, Mendon, has one of the finest 
specimens of English Ivy, which has grown to 
such an extent that the entire ceiling of his 
drug store is canopied with the dark green fol- 
iage of the plant. 


Chas Patterson, formerly with E. T. Webb, 
fees, has assumed the management of the 

rooks Drug Co.’s store, and under his care, a 
marked improvement in business, as well as the 
appearance of store is noted. 


C. A. Bugbee, who recently lost his stock of 
drugs in the Traverse City fire, has associated 
Will E. Roxburg with him and opened a fine 
new store opposite his old location, under the 
style of Bugbee & Roxburg. 


D. D. Alton and a silent partner have pur- 
chased the interest of W. J. Hopper, in the 
Crescent Drug Store at Pentwater, which will 
be under the efficient management of Mr. Alton. 
Mr. Hopper returns to his first love, the dry 
goods an <1 millinery business at Fremont. 





as W. Beck, who formerly traveled for Whit- 
all Tatum & “Oe of Canada, and later in Aus- 
tralia, has established himself at the Queensland 
Offices, Bridge street, Sydne-. N. S. W., where 
he will act as agent for American houses. He 
already has several good accounts and expects 
to obtain several others as the field is an ex- 
one one for American specialties and sun- 
ries. 
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THE GREAT WEST. 





Western Office of the AMERICAN DruGcIst, 56 Fifth Avenue, Chicago. 


FIGHTING THE DEPART- 
MENT STORE EVIL. 





Chicago Druggists Interested. 





Cnicaco, Feb. 17.—A federation of 
business interests of the United States 
for the purpose of fighting department 
stores will be formed if the plans of 
Chicago Druggists and business men are 
carried to a successful issue. The idea 
was started at a meeting held Saturday, 
February 18th, which was attended by a 
large number of retailers. Representa- 
tives of nineteen associations were pres- 
ent, including the three organizations of 
druggists, the Illinois Pharmaceutical 
Association, the Chicago Retail Drug- 
gists’ Association, and the Chicago 
Apothecaries’ Society. The general ob- 
ject of the movement is to secure relief 
from the present evils of trusts, monopo- 
lies and department stores. Several 
speeches were made, and all in attendance 
showed the greatest enthusiasm. It is 
the purpose of the originators to get the 
movement first in working order in the 
city of Chicago, and then to extend it as 
fast as practicable to all parts of the 
United States, and then, in their own 
words, “by all honorable means, through 
agitation, education and legislation,” to 
stamp out the present evils. The Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor will be to a 
large extent a model for the organization 
of dealers. By means of united effort 
which has proved so efficacious for the 
workingmen, the retailers will try to fight 
the big concerns which are sapping their 
business strength. A general call was 
issued for a meeting of all organized 
business interests to be held at the Sher- 
man House, February 18th. At this 
meeting invitations were also extended to 
representatives of organized labor bodies 
to attend and to give their advice in bat- 
tling with apparently invincible antagon- 
ists. 


SPREAD OF THE MOVEMENT. 


A great wave of anti-department store 
agitation has swept over Chicago, and 
the entire State of Illinois. It is difficult 
to tell the origin of the movement, but it 
has become general, and small dealers are 
in deadly earnest. Business has stag- 
nated and profits have dwindled until 
some of the men who depend upon the 
incomes from their stores have become 
almost frantic. The majority do not 
know what they can accomplish, nor how 
to reach the desired end, but are willing 
to strike blindly until they hit their op- 
pressors. All manner of theoriés are ad- 
vanced, but objections are, apparently, 
found to all. The retailers have not for- 
gotten the legislative investigating com- 
mittee of two years ago, when a number 
of solons came up from Springfield and 
questioned the owners of the department 
stores. After asking many questions and 
getting no satisfactory answers, the 
would-be investigators were practically 
told that they were at liberty to go home 
and attend to their own affairs. And 
there the investigation ended. The pres- 


ent agitation has reached the capitol at 
Springfield, and a bill has been intro- 
duced in the general assembly provid- 
ing for a tax on department stores. This 
appears to be the favored form of attack. 
An enthusiastic meeting was held at the 
big store of John M. Smyth on the after- 
noon of February 17th, at which it was 
proposed that a license of $100 be paid 
for each department. The license pro- 
posed is graduated so that a store with 
100 departments, such as can easily be 
found in Chicago, would be impossible. 
A storekeeper running 16 departments 
would be compelled to pay a yearly tax 
of $3,276,800, which, of course, is pro- 
hibitive. There were one hundred and 
eighty dealers at the meeting, including 
some of the best-known men on the West 
Side, and all liked the plan. Marshall 
Field is said to endorse it. To give some 
idea of the strength of the movement, it 
is only necessary to say that there were 
at least a dozen other meetings in the 
city this afternoon alone. Retailers are 
wildly enthusiastic, and it appears certain 
that legislative action will be taken, for 
Congressmen in Illinois, as elsewhere, 
are not in the habit of disregarding the 
wishes of their constituents in such cases. 
There are more potent reasons for ex- 
pecting legislation, one of which is the 
political standing of some of the agita- 
tors, John M. Smyth being, for instance, 
one of the strongest politicians in IIli- 
nois. The movement bids fair to be- 
come a political issue, for it is gaining 
universal recognition and all are joining 
in heartily. If money is needed, the agi- 
tators say, they can raise $100,000 in a 
week, and more if necessary. 


An Organization Formed. 


Cuicaco, Feb. 18.—The Cook County 
Business Men’s Protective Association 
was organized at the meeting held this 
afternoon at the Sherman House. The 
officers are: C. F. Gillman, president; 
Messrs. Lawler, Hottinger and W. K. 
Forsyth, vice-presidents; N. E. Wathier, 
secretary; Isaac N. Wolf, treasurer. 
State Senator Moses Salomon, author 
of an anti-department store bill, pre- 
sented at a former meeting of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, was chosen counselor. 
The meeting was held in response to a 
call issued at the preliminary gathering. 
The object of the association is to fight 
the department stores, tooth and _ nail. 
Mr. W. K. Forsyth is the only druggist 
whose name appears on the list of offi- 
cers, but the Sherman House, where the 
meeting was held, fairly swarmed with 
the representatives of Chicago’s drug 
trade. The club room at the hotel was 
found to be altogether too small, and all 
went to the big dining room. Even this 
proved insufficient, and the halls were 
jammed with tradesmen. Nothing could 
be done at such an unwieldy meeting 
beyond effecting an organization, but 
the delegates exchanged views, and were 
unanimous in agreeing to back up any 
plausible plan. A committee of five was 
chosen to draw up by-laws, and as soon 
as the movement is on a sure footing 
it will be extended to other cities, if the 
plans of its originators succeed. 
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The Board of Pharmacy. 


The State Board of Pharmacy held a 
meeting in Chicago this week. The 
members examined 113 applicants for 
certificates and passed 20. The Board 
has taken heart at the support given the 
pharmacy law in the courts, and has en- 
gaged an attorney to begin active prose- 
cution of all violators of the statute. The 
law has been little heeded in many local- 
ities in Illinois, and the violations are 
said to be many. The late decision in 
Sangamon county has had great moral 
effect, however, and the State Board ex- 
pects that a warning will suffice in many 
cases where it is not heeded. 


Telephone Matters. 


Renewed complaints are being made 
that the Chicago Telephone Company is 
using coercion on druggists who are re- 
luctant to adopt the slot device on their 
instruments. This is denied at the office 
of the company, although the officers ad- 
mit that they are making efforts to bring 
about a more extensive use of automatic 
instruments. The Bell Company has re- 
cently received a hard blow in the United 
States Court here. For the first time in 
its history, the company has lost a suit 
over a patent. The decision is said to be 
of the greatest importance to other com- 
panies, for it deals with a switch-board 
device which is necessary in a well-regu- 
lated telephone office. 

The sub-committee of the council 
judiciary committee has held a meeting. 
Little was done, however, and the mem- 
bers took a two-weeks’ adjournment. 


Chicago Notes. 


A meeting of the Chicago Apothecaries’ So- 
oy will be held Friday evening, February 


W. E. Patterson has purchased the interest 
of H. M. Gannon in the drug and grocery con- 
cern of Thatcher & Gannon. The new firm is 
known as Thatcher & Patterson. 


Druggist Marshall at Thirty-fifth street and 
Cottage Grove avenue, has received thanks from 
the police department for furnishing medicine 
gratuitously in fifteen cases for poor people. 


Wm. Buckworth of LeRoy, IIl., is lying at his 
home in a very critical condition and friends are 
much alarmed as his age is against recovery; he 
is one of the old and well-known druggists of 
central Illinois. 


Chas. C. Reed Lincoln, a prominent druggist, 
of central Illinois, has lately taken unto himself 
a wife (a Miss Kate Mowen), who for several 
years has been Mr. Reed’s faithful and efficient 
clerk, and one who is a splendid example of 
what a woman can do as a pharmacist. 


H. Lee Hatch of Jacksonville, Ill., a member 
of the State Board of Pharmacy who has been 
in poor health for the past two months, was 
able to attend the regular official meeting of the 
State Board of Pharmacy, held in Chicago, last 
week, which was — to his many friends, 
mA he is very popular with druggists all over the 

tate. 


Hafton Hanshus, night manager of Miller’s 
drug store at Twelfth street and Wabash avenue, 
has got into trouble through his fear of hold- 
up men. He secured the arrest of two individ- 
uals February 11th but could make out no case. 
One of the men claimed Hanshus had thrown 
acid on him and had the druggist arrested. The 
case, however, was dismissed. 


W. A. Dyche, the well-known ee drug- 
gist, was married on the evening of February 
lith to Miss May L. Bennett. Mr. Dyche 
manages the store belonging to W. R. Dyche, 
his father, at Randolph i | State streets, and 
has been in business for many years in Chicago. 
In the building above the store are many physi- 
cians. The drug store has the reputation of 
doing one of the largest prescription businesses 
in Chicago. In addition to attending to the 
drug store, Mr. Dyche is mayor of Evanston, 
the “classic” suburb of Chicago, which has 
grown to be a thriving city. 
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More Michigan Notes. 


Otis Gould, druggist at Oakley, Mich., has 
7 ig to Brant, which he considers a better 
eld. 


M. J. Lohstorfer, a druggist at Port Huron, 
Mich., has been confined to his bed for two 
months with inflammatory rheumatism. 


A. Schram is about to open a new drug store 
at Hesperia, Mich. The stock is being furnished 
by the Hazeltine & Perkins Drug Co., of Grand 
Rapids. 

The Valley City Drug Co., at 601 Cherry 
street, Grand Rapids, Mich., has sold its stock 
to A. B. Bartlett, who will continue the business 
at the same location. 


T. E. Reily, who has for three years been in 
charge of J. ’. Balcom’s drug store at Elk 
Rapids, Mich., has taken a position with Paul 
V. Finch of Grand Rapids. 


A water pipe burst in the Concordia block, 
Bay City, Mich., on the night of February 2d, 
and flooded the drug store of Gus Swaby, doing 
damage to the amount of $200. 


A. H. Tibbitts, manager of the drug store at 
Port Huron, Mich., owne y | Cram of 
Detroit, has been succeeded by Harry Adams, 
formerly of Knill’s drug store of Port Huron. 


M. A. Cole & Co., at 469 and 471 South East 
street, Grand Rapids, Mich., have dissolved. 
The business will be continued by Egbert C. 
Shaw, and Mr. Cole will engage in the bakery 
business. 


Dr. J. G. White, proprietor of the City Drug 
Store, at Mt. Clemens, Mich., has been suc- 
ceeded by J. E. Clark, formerly traveling sales- 
man for the wholesale drug house of Lyman, 
Knox & Co., of Toronto, Can. 


Jacob Jesson, who was formerly in the drug 
business at Muskegon, Mich., but who has been 
for a year traveling in Southern California, has 
ee a drug store at Ontario, Cal., about 
orty miles west of Los Angeles. 


The H. M. Church ge | Co., has been organ- 
ized at Holly, Mich., and incorporated with a 
capital stock of $7,500. The company has pur- 
chased a lot 20 by 100 feet in dimensions for a 
consideration of $1,000 and will commence the 
erection of a building as soon as the weather 
= permit, and expect to move into it by July 
st. 


Charles F. Watkins late pharmacist for the 
Sourwine Drug Co., at Escanaba, Mich., has 
accepted a liberal offer to go to Ann Arbor and 
coach the University baseball team. He will 
ursue his studies in medicine at the Univers- 
ity, in addition to earning a good salary. His 
vlace in the Sourwine drug store is filled by 
ohn L. McRae. 


Last December the Brown Pharmacy Co., of 
Detroit, offered a prize of $5 in gold to the 
person who would write the best advertisement 
of 300 words or less, to be used in the regular 
newspaper advertisements of the company. 
large number of answers was received, and care- 
fully examined. The prize was won by Mrs. 
Millie Mudge of 5388 McKinstry avenue, this 
city, who succeeded in sounding the praises of 
the Brown company in a highly acceptable man- 
ner. 


Iowa Notes. 


Des Mornes, Ia., Feb. 16.—Fred Har- 
rison of the firm of Harrison & Ball, 
Fairfield, Iowa, has disposed of his in- 
terest in firm to William Peterson. The 
business will continue under the firm 
name of Ball & Peterson. Mr. Peterson 
was in the employ of D. G. Higby, Fair- 
field, for several years; in fact, learned 
the drug business under his good tute- 
lage. Both Mr. Ball and Mr. Peterson 
are young men, full of business “push” 
and quite popular. It is thought that 
they will be successful as business men. 

The Kenyon Drug Co., of Ottumwa, 
have purchased the Hurlbut, Ward & Co. 
stock at Des Moines, and intend con- 
solidating the two stocks here in Des 
Moines under the firm name of the Des 
Moines Drug Co. 


MISSOURI. 





St. Louis, Feb. 18.—The first meeting 
of the St. Louis Drug Clerks’ Society 
under its new administration was held at 
Bowman’s Hall, Eleventh and Locust 
streets, on Thursday evening, February 
11. Outside of the annual meetings, this 
was the largest attendance ever recorded 
by the Society. 

F. C. Simon, who was an unsuccessful 
candidate for membership on the Execu- 
tive Board, gave notice that he would 
contest the election at the next regular 
meeting. He claims fraud on the part o! 


the tellers, and there promises to be a 
lively time over this matter before it is 


settled. 
THE DATE HAS BEEN CHANGED. 


Several weeks ago the management of 
the Meramec Highlands notified the Sec- 
retary of the Missouri Pharmaceutical 
Association that he could not accommo- 
date the druggists on the date decided 
upon by that organization, which was the 
22d to 25th of June, as his regular sum- 
mer guests would have arrived by that 
time and he could not accommodate both 
at the same time. The executive board 
of the organization took the matter un- 
der advisement and have set the date for 
the 8th to 12th of June. In some re- 
spects the change was for the better, as 
there are hopes of escapingthe intense hot 
weather which they so frequently ex- 
perience during their annual meetings. 
On the other hand, the druggists with 
families cannot take their folks with them 
as the children will be undergoing their 
examinations in the public schools. 


City Items, 


C. F. H. Gross has resigned his position with 
J. P. Mathudy at Jefferson and Russell avenues. 


F. C. Garthoffner has purchased the E. A. 
Medler pharmacy at Grand and Finny avenues. 


C. D. Merrem has recently become proprietor 
of the Taylor Avenue Pharmacy at Taylor and 
Finny avenues. 


T. L. Weiss, formerly proprietor at Thirty- 
fourth and Olive streets, has opened a store at 
High and Morgan streets. 


W._E. Stille, formerly pharmacist at the city 
Hospital, is running the store of the late E. D. 
Moxter at 809 Market street. 


H. C. Kalbfleisch has resigned his position 
with N. Nake, Jefferson and Geyer avenues, and 
will put in the summer doing relief work. 


The firm of Barnes & Whelpley are now 
located at Vernon and Goodfellow avenues, the 
corner formerly occupied by B. A. Godran. 


_ W. E. Stille, a well-known city drug clerk, has 
just departed for his old home in Germany, 
where he will spend the spring and summer. 


School director and druggist, Charles G. Pen- 
ney was sandbagged and robbed in his store at 
Twenty-first street and Market streets, a few 
days ago. 


H. E. Thomure of Bonne Terre, Mo., has 
been spending a few days with his many drug 
clerk friends in St. Louis. Mr. Thomure grad- 
uated in pharmacy with the class of ’97. 


Wm. Tritschler is again able to fill prescrip- 
tions after a three months’ siege with nervous 
prostration. Mr. Tritschler has taken his old 
position at the s#\air Grounds Pharmacy. 


J. M. Gray, Samuel Livingston, H. A. B. 
Klipple, J. L. Boehm, F. C. Simon, E. C. 
Schnittker, Wa. , and John Bonawitz, 
comprise a — of young St. Louis — 

1 n thi 


who are attending medical colleges i s city 


at the present time. 


Oliver Wright and Miss Florence Lundak 
were married at the bride’s home in this city on 
Wednesday, February 10. Mr. Wright has for 
some time been chief clerk at W. C. Waldeck’s 
Pharmacy at 3,600 North Broadway. His wife 
has many friends in the drug business who will 
long remember her as one of the most charm- 
ing young ladies who attend the annual drug- 
gists’ ball. 


South Bend Items, 


. R. Bissell has opened a branch store on 
Vistula avenue. 


H. A. Cook adds another drug store to the 
list; he hails from Minneapolis, where he was 
employed by Lyman Eliel Drug Co. 


H. Schrage has opened a new drug store on 
South street; he hails from Hammond, Ind., 
where he was engaged in the drug business. 


S. T. Applegate & Co. have succeeded Cush- 
ing & Co., Mr. A. G. Cushing retiring from 
active business. This is the oldest drug shop 
in the city. 


The E. R. Vanderhoof Pharmacy at 216 W. 
Washington street, South Bend, is one of the 
best equipped up-to-date pharmacies inthe State. 
The stock is large and well assorted with the 
product of America and Europe, finest per- 
umes, toilet requirements, wines, mineral water, 
etc. The prescription department is in charge 
of I. W. S.Stanislaus,a graduate of the Chicago 
College of Pharmacy, class of ’9. 


Miscellaneous Notes. 


E. R. Price has succeeded to the business of 
Price and Sandford at Champaign, II. 


The firm of Schimtz, Bieser & Co., at Odebolt, 
Iowa, has been succeeded by Bieser & Co. 


The drug business of E. M. Stout & Co., at 
Earl Park, Ind., has been sold by Eva Stout to 
H. L. Hix & Co. 


Two men robbed Mr. Martin, of the firm of 
Martin & Leaky, Lehigh, I. T., of $600, on the 
night of January 28th. 


H. M. White of Bluefield has been appointed 
a member of the West Virginia Board of Phar- 
macy to fll the vacancy caused by the death of 
oO. p. Sydenstrucker of Lewisburg. 


A bill has been introduced into the West 
Virginia Legislature annulling a_ physician’s 
license to practice on conviction of having been 
drunk. The bill will probably pass. 


Albert Gordon, of the well-known drug firm of 
Hopping & Gordon, Beaver City, Neb., who 
has had a four months’ siege with sciatica, is 

radually on the mend. ur genial friend 
ae Pa Hopping has had his hands full durin 
Mr. Gordon’s long sickness, but Charlie is equa 
to almost any emergency. 


W. S. Arbuthnot, a popular young druggist of 
Republic City, Kan., was married, February 7th 
to Miss Marie Stanfield at the home of the 
bride’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. R. T. Stanfield, 
Belleville,. Kan. The DRUGGIST sends _ con- 
gratulations and wishes this charming young 
couple a pleasant journey through life. 


Dr. Joseph T. Reese, a prominent ae 
and pharmacist of Newman, Georgia, died at 
his home in that city, on January 3lst, at the age 
of seventy-six. Dr. Reese opened a drug store 
in Newman in 1860 and has been active in the 
drug business ever since, being the oldest drug- 
gist in that section of the State. He was quite 
successful in a business way and leaves a very 
comfortable fortune. His store will be conducted 
under the same name by Dr. A. C. Pease, who 
has managed it for the last 30 years, and who 
now succeeds to the business. 
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AMONG THE TRAVELING SALESMEN. 





He never rests, scarcely ever stops to sleep ; 
He talks by day, by night he rides or writes ; 

Thus onward up the hill of commerce climbs 
From steep to steep unto its very heights. 


**¢ 8 


With a smile for those who love him 
With a tear for those who hate, 

And whatever sky’s above him, 
Has a heart for every fate. 





Contributions for this column are invited. For available 
articles dealing with the news of traveling salesmen 


pavment will be made. 








SYDNEY H. CARRAGAN. 


Chief of the Traveling Staff for New York State of Parke, Davis & Co. 


The secret of “Syd’’ Carragan’s prefer- 
ence for expensive hotels is now to be 
disclosed. After a good deal of urging 
and solicitation he consented the other 
dav to tell the representative of the 
AMERICAN Drucoist “how it was.” He 
admitted having been born in Saratoga 43 
years ago and to having passed 19 years 
of his life there, a circumstance which 
everybody will see was sufficient to de- 
velop in any one the most expensive 
ideas of hotel life. How he came to be 
the traveling representative of the great- 
est pharmaceutical house of the country 
follows: 

It will be news to many of Mr. Carra- 
gan’s friends in the trade to know that 
he was educated in the profession of en- 
gineering and was actually at one time 
city engineer of Bayonne, N. J. His 
fondness for travel, however, attracted 
him to the more congenial field of Drum- 


merdom, and he early became connected 
with the firm of Keasbey & Mattison, 
which he represented for four years. His 
genius for winning trade won recogni- 
tion for himself and his connection with 
the house of Parke, Davis & Co. fol- 
lowed. He was one of the only men 
ever employed by this firm on a commis- 
sion basis, but this arrangement did not 
last long since his success with the trade 
surpassed the expectations of the firm. 
During the twelve years of his connec- 
tion with Parke, Davis & Co., his circle 
of friends and acquaintances has con- 
stantly widened, and “Syd” Carragan is 
to-day, perhaps, the best known com- 
mercial salesman to the drug trade in the 
State of New York. He is constant in 
attendance at the various pharmaceutical 
gatherings and the estimation in which 
he is held by the retail druggists of this 
State has been evidenced on several oc- 


casions by his selection as a member of 
the entertainment committee of the New 
York State Pharmaceutical Association. 
Everybody who knows him will appre- 
ciate the discernment of the retailers i 
picking out a man like him to serve on 
an entertainment committee. His genial 
and kindly ways are well known, and the 
successful entertainment features of the 
annual meetings of the State Associa- 
tion owe considerable to his manage- 
ment. 

Every man, they say, has his hobby, 
and “Syd” Carragan’s is one which tells 
of his eminent social qualities, for he is 
a bowler among bowlers. He is left- 
handed and this distinction has gained 
for him the presidency of the Southpaw 
Club, of Brooklyn. He is prominent i1 
the New York Drug Trade Bowling 
Club, of which he is vice-president. The 
portrait which heads this notice has the 
defect of showing Mr. Carragan as a 
slightly younger man than he is, and at 
a time when he was most active in his 
work as a traveling salesman. Since his 
retirement from the field and his assump- 
tion of the duties of chief of the traveling 
staff in this State, he has put on more 
flesh and is about as happy and contented 
lookingas the proverbial fat manalwaysis. 

* 


* * 

As the Spectator of The 
Outlook was walking 
along Broadway the 
other morning he fell in with an old-time 
commercial traveler. The typical old- 
time traveling man, as distinguished from 
the later variety, was regarded as the 
possessor of unbounded assurance as his 
principal stock in trade. He it was who 
has given point to the numberless news- 
paper witticisms on the “drummer's” col- 
ossal “cheek,” “gall,” “nerve,” and other 
words and things which the Spectator’s 
regard for his Addisonian forbears makes 
him hesitate to write. The passing of the 
old-time “drummer,” the Spectator was 
informed, has been hastened by the 
measures adopted by the great commer- 
cial houses to protect their heads from 
his beguiling arts. “All these big places,” 
said the Spectator’s acquaintance, “have 
a man at the door whose special business. 
it is to intercept commercial travelers 
who might otherwise take up the time of 
the great man who runs the business. It’s 
very hard to elude this ‘man at the door.’ 
Now, over there is a house where I tried 
for a couple of years to get past him, and 
to see a member of the firm. Finally I 
succeeded. Was I ‘phased’ when I* was 
admitted to his presence? Not a bit of it. 
When I got this great man’s attention I 
struck an attitude and said, impressively, 
‘Mr. Blank, allow me to say that I’m dis- 
appointed. I have been trying for two 
years to obtain an interview with you. I 
have, in my time, had audiences with 
senators, ambassadors, and kings, but 
never have I had such difficulty in secur- 
ing an interview with any man as with 
you. And now I’m greatly disappointed; 
for I find you’re a very ordinary-looking 
man after all!’ Well, sir, the man burst 
out laughing. He’d been so accustomed 
to flattery and fear that when he met a 
man that talked to him straight he liked 
it. And I sold him a big bill of goods.” 
But the old-time commercial traveler had 
a distinctly unprosperous air, and the 
Spectator concluded that this method of 
conquering a business man’s good will 
must be a somewhat precarious one, and 
that the newer methods are _ probably 
more agreeable as well as more profitable 
to both travelers and their customers. 


THE OLD TIME 
TRAVELING MAN. 
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THE ARMY OF DRUMMERS. 


M. Figgis, Whitall, Tatum & Co.’s, big and 
enial city salesman, h2s gone to Millville, N 
., for a visit to the firm’s glass works. 


Thomas Heslin, who was with McKesson & 
Robbins, as salesman, for the past nine years, 
which position he resigned on the first of the 
yfe" has accepted a traveling position with 
Jaggerty Bros., manufacturers of glassware. 
Mr. Festi will represent said firm in the New 
Engiand States. 


One of the best known mem- 

BUFFALO, N.Y. bers of the tavelling profession 

is Robert M. Serviceof the glass- 

ware and drug sundry house of J. M. Maris & 

Co., New York, who made his periodical trip 

here lately. He takes in the retail as well as the 
wholesale dealers. 


A popular salesman in the line of druggist 

lassware specialties is Frank A. Week, o 
Nhitall, Tatum & Co., of New York and Phil- 
adelphia. He has now been on the road for 
several years in this line and paid the Buffalo 
retailers a visit this week. 


Alfred Thurston, therepresentative of Wright’s 
Indian Vegetable Pills for many years, has this 
week paid a visit to the trade. e still covers 
the country districts and travels old-style much 
of the time in a wagon in order to be independ- 
ent of the railroads. Trips to the city are usu- 
ally made extra, the rig being left somewhere 
outside. 


Shoemaker & Busch, of Phila- 
PENNSYLVANIA. delphia, is considered one of 
the most enterprising houses 
in this section of the country, and at the present 
time it has sixteen men on the road. Of this 
number two are in the South and the rest are 
in the vicinity of the State of Pennsylvania. This 
firm confines itself strictly to business within a 
radius of 300 miles, except its southern trade; 
but it is thought that this year it will branch 
out and be a competitor for considerable busi- 
ness which now goes to other houses. In the 
south this firm has considerable trade, but like 
everywhere else, payments are not as ye | 
as they should be, and in some cases the old 
system of trading is indulged in. 


Recently a well-known house in the South 
owed the firm money, which it was unable to 
get, and to liquidate the debt the house made 
over to this firm a very handsome soda water 
fountain which had been shipped to them, but 
which was then lying at the freight station. 
This fountain Shoemaker & Busch now have 
displayed in a prominent place on the second 
floor of their store. It is constructed of Tenne- 
see marble, ebony top, six draft tubes, 16 syrups, 
counter ice-shaving, oo Frost ice shaver, eight 
steel fountains, charging apparatus, large silver 
ice bowl with cover, and an eight foot draining 
board and sink for under counter; the thing is 
complete, and there is no doubt the firm would 
be willing to make concessions to get the ele- 
phant off their hands. It originally cost $1,500. 


Charles H. Forman of the Forman Supply Co., 
of Trenton, N. J., was here a few days since, 
making purchases for his house. 


Lewis H. Frayser is now making a tour of the 
western States for Shoemaker & Busch; he re- 
orts business as good, and is sending in some 
arge orders. 


James M. Whitecar, the popular and energetic 
salesman of Smith, Kline & French Co., has 
been confined to his house for some time, suffer- 
ing from an attack of the grippe. 


Charles H. Marsey, who represents Shoemaker 
& Busch in the western territory, and who has 
his headquarters in Altoona, is one of the lead- 
ing representatives of this house. 


Miss May Gerson, who represents Beeman’s 
Chemical Co., especially in the sale of chewing 
gum, was here some time ago with her galley of 
peetry. Miss Gerson is a hustler, although 
petite, she gets there just the same, and is one 
of the most successful drummers in the trade. 


One-half of the vast commercial business of 
the United States is transacted on the “road.” 
Some idea of the size of the army of traveling 
salesmen. may be had from the fact that its 
yearly expenses foot up to about $300,000, 
Salaries and commissions probably amount to 

50,000,000. Thus a total of $750,000,000 repre- 
sents the outlay for this method of doing busi- 


ness necessitated by the intensity of competi- 
tion. The pleasure of the old-fashioned retailer’s 
occasional trip to the big cities to buy goods is 
past, while the daily life on the road is a labori- 
ous one to the drummer. 


W. H. Hilton, representing the Manhattan 
Co., of New York has been in Philadelphia 
quite recently and was quite successful. 


D. B. Martin, the clever 
CINCINNATI, 0. traveling man employed by the 
Seamless Rubber Company, was 

here the past week. 


N. Albeitz, the perfume salesman, was here 
during the past few days in the interest of his 
brother, the perfume man. 


George M. Smythe, representing the large 
house of John - Maris & 0., visited 
local druggists a few days since. 


Co-operative Manufacturing in 
Germany. 


The co-operative idea, which has ap- 
parently gained so firm a foothold in the 
United States, has attracted some atten- 
tion among German pharmacists, and it 
has been proposed that each section of 
the German Apothecary Society conduct 
a manufacturing plant of its own. 


Dr. Rusby’s Work in Bolivia. 


The December issue of The Bulle- 
tin of the Torrey Botanical Club opens with 
a long article by E. G. Britton, consist- 
ing of the second part of “An Enumera- 
tion of the Plants Collected by H. H. 
Rusby in Bolivia 1885-1886,” and has to 
do with the musi only. The large number 
of specimens collected is ample evidence 
of Dr. Rusby’s unflagging industry as a 
collector during his stay in Bolivia. 





The Gem Ice Cream Spoon. 


An indispensable adjunct to the soda 
wate’ counter where ice cream is dis- 
pensed is the Gem Ice Cream Spoon, 
made by George C. Butler & Co., Troy, 
N. Y. The spoons are made of alumin- 
um bronze, heavily plated, with rosewood 
handles, at once attractive, useful and or- 
namental, and druggists who have once 
used them unite in saying that they 
would never be without them. 


NOTES ON PRICES, 


The quarterly report of Heinrich 
Haensel, distiller of terpeneless essential 
oils, Pirna-on-the-Elbe, Germany, notes 
the decline in price of anise oil, due to 
cheaper consignments of Russian anise, 
and continues: Attention must, how- 
ever, be called to the comparatively small 
quantities in the anise market, and espe- 
cially to the position of the second anise 
market, which, I am informed, deceived 
every one in so far as the crop has been 
over-estimated. The supplies to the sec- 
ond anise market were considerably 
smaller than had generally been expected, 
and in consequence, the lots put up were 
actually snapped away, several of the buy- 
ers present being left without a single 
lot, whilst not one was able to procure 
the quantity desired. At the commence- 
ment of the sale the prices were certainly 
lower than in the first market, but they 
soon became firmer, and the sale closed 
with the same price as in the first market. 
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There were buyers present who would 
have been willing to give still higher 
prices had there been any seed to buy. 
In my opinion, therefore, a reduction of 
price is not to be expected, because, sev- 
eral of the buyers were left without stock, 
and the manufacturers cannot have 
covered their wants, whilst Russian spec- 
ulators bought up the produce brought 
into the market to warehouse against ris- 
ing prices. From another source I am 
informed that about 8,000 dessjatines (1 
dessjatine equals 23 acres) were sown last 
season, of which about 1,000 dessjatines 
were destroyed by unfavorable weather, 
whilst the remaining 7,000  dessja- 
tines yielded about 25 pud per dessjatine, 
or in all 175,000 pud or nearly 
3,000 tons. The lower price com- 
pared with last year can only be 
explained by the fact that at the 
ports and in the interior of Russia large 
stocks of old seed existed, whilst the 
general quietness in business may also 
have contributed to the result. Offers of 
Bulgarian and Levantine anise are also 
worthy of mention; the Levantine seed 
contains much foreign mixtures, and is 
insufficiently cleansed, but, on the other 
hand, Bulgarian seed is excellent in ap- 
pearance, and if it is able to compare in 
price, may be looked to for supplies. 


Wholesale Druggists’ Prices. 


About the usual number of fluctuations 
in the prices at which retailers purchase 
goods in ordinary lots are to be noted in 
the wholesale prices current. Reference 
to the more important price changes is 
made in the following paragraphs: 


Alcohol, Wood, has advanced since our 
last, and now quoted 90c. to $1 


Bismuth is higher in sympathy with 
the advance in price of metal, and we 
quoted the revised range as follows: Bis- 
muthammonia-citrate, ozs. 18c., tbs. $2.40; 
subcarbonate, lbs. $1.90; subnitrate, Ibs. 
$1.40 to $1.50; subgallate, ozs. 14c., tbs. 
$1.65; salicylate, ozs. l6c., ths. $2. 


Buds, Cassia, are quoted higher, owing 
to scarcity; advanced 3c. 


Caffeing has declined 2c. and is now 
quoted 48c. 

Camphor has fluctuated up and down 
several times during the month, the last 
quotation sent out was 40c. to 44c., the 
inside price being for hundred pound 
lots. 

Cocaine, Hydrochloride, is lower in 
sympathy with the primary market and 
ozs. sell at $3. 


Codeine has at last begun to reflect the 
position of the parent drug and a de- 
cline of 50c is noted. 


Glycerin is cheaper, a decline of 2c. be- 
ing noted. 


Opium continues to decline in value and 
a further reduction of 15c. appears in 
this issue. 


Oil, Croton, is lower, $1.25 being 
named instead of $1.40 as heretofore. 
Cubeb, American, has declined 25c., the 
present quotation standing $1.25. 


Quinine has recovered from the weak- 
ness noted in our last and values are 
slightly stiffer with 20c. now quoted. 


Seed, Celery, is in better supply and 
prices are lower, with our quotation 15c. 
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Review of the Wholesale Drug Market. 


NEW YORK, FEBRUARY 24, 1897. 


Lt should be understood that the prices quoted in this report are 
strictly those current in the wholesale market, and that higher 


prices are paid for retatl lots. 


The quality of goods frequently 


necessitates a wide range of prices. 





E have few changes of im- 
portance to report since our 
last issue. Speculative  inter- 


ests are still tame, and the bulk of 
trade consists of small orders to jobbing 
houses. Nothing new has developed in 
quinine; the active demand of the week 
before last has almost entirely subsided 
with only a limited inquiry experienced. 
The recent reduction in price is still the 
subject of discussion in the trade and no 
satisfactory explanation of it is yet forth- 
coming. It is surmised in some quarters 
to have been dictated by the necessity 
of bringing the quinine quotation in har- 
mony with the current price of the raw 
material and the Amsterdam correspond- 
ent of the Chemist and Druggist hints that 
the quinine-makers are so convinced that 
they will never be able to buy bark again 
at such low prices as have ruled in the 
second half of 1896, that they have laid 
in a large stock of bark in anticipation 
of higher rates. A lessened demand, to- 
gether with increased deliveries, has sent 
down cod-liver oil prices; but values in 


most other lines remain unchanged. 
DRUGS, 


Alcohol remains a trifle unsettled, owing 
to continued competition between the 
Trust and independent producers. Sales 
during the interval of lots exceeding five 
barrels have been at $2.24. 


Arnica Flowers continue in good supply 
with only a limited inquiry experienced 
at the present range of 54c. to 6c. 

Balsam Copeiba has been coming for- 
ward better, and while there is no ex- 
cess of supply, values are easier with 
sales within the range of 524c. to 55c. 
Para is quoted firm at 55c. to 60c. 


Balsam Peru is firmer owing to con- 
centration of stock in the hands of a few 
holders who are asking $1.90 to $1.95, 
though parcels could have been picked 
up on the outside within the range of 
$1.80 to $1.85. 

Balsam Tolu has been in fair export in- 
quiry during the interval without, how- 
ever, affecting prices, and our quotations 
50c. to 55c. still hold good. 


Cacao Butter is weak and irregular, due 
to heavy receipts. In a jobbing way 30c. 
to 30}c. would buy bulk, while ton lots 
changed hands at 294c. 


Cod-liver Oil is less active owing to 
slack demand and freer offerings in this 
and the foreign market. The demand for 
Norwegian oil usually falls off at this 
season and prices at the moment. are 
largely nominal with $36 to $37 quoted 
for spot stock, prime quality. 


Ergot develops no special activity but 


sales are making in a jobbing way with- 


in the range of llc. to 18c. and l16c. to 
18c. for German and Spanish respec- 
tively. 


Juniper Berries are held with increased 
firmness with an advance asked in in- 
stances. The small available supply is 
under close control and the sales have 
been at 24c. to 24c. 


Cassia Buds have advanced in sympathy 
with strong advices from the foreign 
market, and 22c. is now asked. Other 
spices are correspondingly high. 


Cantharides, Chinese, are higher in the 
foreign market, London cable advices 
quoting ls. 6d., which is relatively higher 
than the prices which haye ruled here of 
late. No advance is yet to be noted in 
this market. 


Cocaine, Muriate, continues to sell in a 
jobbing way at the prices previously 
quoted, but there is no special activity 
and the price concessions quietly made 
by certain holders do not appear to in- 
crease the distribution to any marked ex- 
tent. 


Caffeine is a shade firmer, though no 
quotable change in price has occurred. 
Sales at less than $5.10 are exceptional 
and $5.25 is more commonly quoted. 


Lycopodium has gained in strength 
since our last, owing to stronger cable 
advices from the Hamburg market, but 
our quotations will yet buy. 


Opium continues on the downward 
grade and the lower quotations of the 
past few days have failed to stimulate in- 
terest in the article. Large purchases in 
the Smyrna market for American inter- 
ests have had no appreciable effect on the 
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situation and case lots are offered openly 
at $2 with a few sales reported at $1.974. 
Jobbing parcels are offered at $2.05 and 
powdered $2.70 to $2.90. 


Quinine has partially recovered its 
normal tone after the recent activity. 
Outside holders of foreign bulk are now 
quite firm in their views, quoting 18c. 
upward, which price is hardly justified 
by. the demand. Manufacturers appear 
to be unusually slow about deliveries and 
the distribution is greatly restricted. 
Reference was made in our last issue to 
the puzzling position of the market. It 
appears from the London Chemist and 
Druggist that there are now two or three 
quinine makers not bound by the Con- 
vention rules in Europe. They have 
bought considerable quantities of bark, 
mostly of high quality, at the Amsterdam 
auctions of the past two months. Our 
contemporary believes that the prices at 
which they have purchased these supplies 
will probably enable them to meet the 
Convention competition, even at the re- 
cent reduction in price. The slump in 
prices, which has been so much of a con- 
undrum to those interested in the mar- 
ket was probably inspired by the desire 
to force the independent producers into 
the Convention. The agents of foreign 
manufacturers are taking no orders in 
the New York market, a fact which is 
taken advantage of bv outside holders 
who are asking 18c. to 184c. As we go 
to press we learn that manufacturers have 
made an advance of 2c., the quotation 
for demestic now standing at 19c. to 20c. 


BARKS. 


Cascara has continued in demand with 
sale at 4c. to 44c. Buckthorn is quiet and 
sales are making at 44c. to 5c. Soap con- 
tinues weak in the face of freer deliver- 
ies and 24c. to 3c. is quoted. 


DYESTUFFS. 


Aniline Salt is in better supply and val- 
ues are easier with l5c. to 16c. quoted. 
Oil held at 17c. to 18c. 


Cutch meets with fair steady inquiry 
from consumers and sales of bales are 
reported at 44c. to 5c. 


Gambier is offering lower and sales of 
spot are making at 3}c. to 34c. 


Nut Galls, Blue Aleppo, are well sus- 
tained at 123c. to 18c. and sales are mak- 
ing at this range. 

CHEMICALS. 


Acetanilid has developed no action of 
consequence during the interval, dnd 
oe for large bulk are steady at 37c. 
to 


Borax has hardened in the interval 
and 5}c. to d5}c. is now asked for fine 
California. 


Calomel, Howard’s English, has been 
advanced by the maker and is now 
quoted at 80c. 


Chlorate Potash continues weak and un- 
settled with sales making at the range of 
Tc. to 8c. 


Quicksilver continues in fair consump- 
tive demand and is also inquired after 
to some extent by jobbers; sales to the 
latter have been at 51}c. to 52c. 


No new or interesting feature is to be 
noted in other chemicals, the organic 
acids and their derivatives ruling steady 
fo- the most part, with no quotable 
changes in prices. 
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ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Anise is developing some features of 
firmness and the advices from the pri- 
mary market are of a stronger character. 
Prices here are maintained at the old 
range, but an advance would not come 
as a surprise to any dealer conversant 
with the situation. 

Cassia is held with more firmness, but 
no quotable change in price is to be 
noted, the current sales being at the 
range of $1.55 to $1.90. 

Peppermint has continued active in the 
interval and values are firmer with HGH 
quoted $1.65 to $1.70, and Wayne County 
$1.35 to $1.45. ; 

Sassafras is jobbing fairly at our quo- 
tations. 

Wintergreen is maintained with a fair 
show of firmness at $1.20 to $1.25 for nat- 
ural, and 45c. to 50c. for the synthetic 
(methyl salicylate). 

GUMS. 

The general line of druggists’ gums re- 
main without new feature of conse- 
quence, and prices are quoted steady at 


the previous range with the exception of’ 


camphor and shellac in which there has 
been some movement. Camphor has re- 
covered from its former weakness and 
has been marked back to the figures that 
formerly ruled. American refined bbls. 
39c.; cases 40c.; English refined cases 40c. 
to 42c. Shellac prices have been revised 
to the lower range of 52c. D.C., 25c. for 
V.S.O., and T.N. 1&c. to 19c. Kino con- 
tinues scarce and held at $3. 
ROOTS. 

Blood Root has developed considerable 
scarcity, and the prices for the small 
available supply have been advanced, 25c. 
being now asked by most holders. 

Galangal is higher at primary sources 
and an advance is asked by holders here 
to say 64c. to Tc. 

Orris has been fairly active in the in- 
terval with the sales at 16c. to 18c. for 
Florentine. 

Sarsaparilla continues in active job- 
bing demand and large sales of Mexican 
for export are reported at 5c. to d§c. 

SEEDS 

Anise, Italian, appears to be weakening 
still further and 54c. is seldom realized 
except for small lots. 

Celery continues in fair demand and 
firm at the quoted range. 


HINTS TO BUYERS. 


We were much interested on our last 
visit to Neidlinger Bros., in examining a 
large map of the United States, on which 
had been stamped a red mark over the 
cities in which are wholesale men who 
carry Sterling Graduates. From the looks 
of the map we would say the graduates 
are sold by nearly all the wholesale men 
in the country. 

Many new inventions in soda _ foun- 
tains tending to simplify the feeding of 
sirups, without opening the ice cham- 
ber, have been introduced, but none have 
been received with more favor than the 
oscillating jar of the John Matthews 
Apparatus Co., First avenue, Twenty- 
sixth and Twenty-seventh streets, New 
York city. The oscillating jar has no 
metal parts, is of large capacity, and 
having an automatic measuring cup, it 
simplifies rapid drawing. This house 
have many elegant new designs in 





selected onyx and marble fountains, and 
their catalogue should be seen before 
placing orders. 


The Reyer Laboratory Bracket. 


The Reyer Combination Laboratory 
Bracket is certain to prove a very great 
convenience in pharmaceutical laborato- 
ries. It consists of a clamp and a series 
of five rings, the outer provided with a 
shank fitting into a socket in the clamp 
and secured by a thumbscrew. The inner 
rings are held in position by means of 
lugs on their upper surface. The up- 
per jaw oi the clamp is provided with a 
recess thus allowing its attachment to 
a rod or gas pipe as well as to a shelf. 

The clamp-socket will also receive the 
arm of a condenser or a burette-clamp. 
Placing a piece of tin or sheet iron over 
the centre ring, all rings being in posi- 
tion, affords a very convenient heating 
surface. In fact the uses of this bracket 
are too varied to enumerate. For illus- 
trated description our readers should ad- 
dress the Emil Reyer Co., South Bend, 
Ind., who also make a very inexpensive 
but efficient poison bottle indicator, a 
sample of which can be obtained by 
writing to the above address and men- 
tioning this journal. 


A New Essential Oil House. 


The well-known house of P. Robertet 
& Cie., of Grasse, France, manufacturers 
of concrete essences, pomades, essential 
oils, etc., have appointed the firm of 
Copeland, Simonsen & Selwyn, of No. 
167 Greene street, New York, their ex- 
clusive agents for this country. The an- 
nouncement of the firm will be found in 
another column of this issue. 


Liquid Gas. 


The use of liquid carbon dioxide has 


worked a great revolution in the soda ° 


water industry and its use is constantly 
growing more and more general, partic- 
ularly in the drug trade outside of the 
larger cities. The use of the liquid gas 
has met with the warmest commenda- 
tion from careful business men every- 
where. But in using this, as with other 





materials, it is necessary to be careful in 
the selection of a perfectly pure article. 
The liquid gas bearing the diamond 
brand illustrated herewith has given very 
widespread satisfaction, and as the manu- 
facturers, the Liquid Carbonic Acid Gas 
Company, have offices at Chicago, Pitts- 
burg and St. Louis, they can ship their 
product to almost any point in the 
United States at a very low rate and are 
able to insure prompt delivery. For full 
particulars regarding this gas and the 
methods of using it, our readers should 
address the company at any of the three 
offices above. ~+ 


Dental Hygiene. 





We present herewith a little device 
which is no doubt destined to have a very 
large sale. Dentists are thoroughly 
agreed that the best method of cleansing 
the teeth is by the passage of silk floss 
between them. Probably the only reason 
that this method has not become more 
popular is because of the awkwardness. 
of using the floss with the fingers. 





CUTTER’S FLOSS HOLDER. 

By means of the simple device illus- 
trated herewith floss can be used easily 
and effectively while great economy is. 
effected in the amount of floss used. The 
floss is wound upon the little bobbin 
and is then passed around a projection 
on the side, then over the top of the in- 
side prong in which a shallow channel 
receives it, to a similar channel in the 
outer prong, and the end is made fast by 
passing it around a bevel-headed projec- 
tion at the base of the outer prong. 
When a new length of floss is drawn into: 
place the surplus at the outer end can 
be cut off by means of a small saw- 
edged projection, which forms a part of 
the longer arm of the holder. Druggists 
will no doubt find this novelty a very 
profitable one to handle. Full particu- 


Jars as to introductory terms can be ob- 


tained by addressing the makers, J. D. 
Cutter & Co., New York City. 


A Handsome New’ Bottle. 


When you see a druggist using hand- 
some white flint bottles of new and ele- 
; gant design, you say,. 
“he is a live fellow.” 
You also note, that 
he is the man of suc- 
cess. He is not 
penny wise and 
pound foolish. He is. 
not the man who is 
satisfied with pick-up- 
ware, and don’t care 
if his four-ounce bot- 
tle holds 34 or 44 
ounces, provided it is- 
cheao. T. C. Wheat- 
on & Co., Millville,. 
N. J. are looking 
after the wants of the- 
live druggist, and are 
catering to them, an. 
appreciation of which. 
is shown by the in- 
creased trade from 
= ——— the leading pharma- 
cists of the country, which enables them 
to operate all through the dull times. 
Their newest production is the Trenton: 
oval prescription bottle, which needs 
only to be seen to be appreciated. These 
bottles are exact in capacity, and being 
sold on the oval list makes them low in 
price. They are all arranged so that 
the druggist’s name can be blown in if 
desired. 

















